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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

THE great Colonial and Indian Exhibition of 1886, 
which was presided over by his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales with so much energy and success, 
among its many happy consequences, stimulated 
inquiry into the history, resources, present condition, 
and general attractions for visitors and settlers of the 
West Indian and South American possessions of the 
British Crown. During the last two years many 
people from the United Kingdom have travelled to 
this part of the world, and have returned gratified and 
benefited by their experience. To exchange the hard 
English winter for genial warmth, and all the richness 
of tropical nature, is not only pleasant in itself, but 
must be conducive to the maintenance or restoration 
of mental and bodily health. A fortnight’s voyage, a 
run through the principal islands to that portion of the 
coast of the South American continent where British 
Guiana is situated, then a return, either direct by Royal 
Mail steamer or by way of Jamaica and New York, 
would make up an enjoyable three months’ trip, 
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although of course it need not take quite so long a 
time. The numerous requests for information I have 
received since the Exhibition, as to the West Indies 
and the best method of proceeding, have led me to 
the conclusion that a book giving, in a clear and 
concise form, various details that might be useful 
and necessary to the traveller, would be acceptable, 
and satisfy a want that has long been felt. It is true 
that many publications have been issued dealing with 
particular places or discussing special questions, but 
a visitor cannot take a whole library about with him, 
and the literature connected with the West Indies is 
remarkably extensive and varied. For several of the 
larger colonies there are some books which are very 
useful. The ‘Handbook of Jamaica,’ for instance, 
published under the authority of the Colonial Go-
vernment, is probably to be ranked among the best 
and most complete of all similar publications in the 
colonies throughout the Empire ; the ‘ British Guiana 
Directory,’ Collens’ ‘Guide to Trinidad,’ ‘Guppy’s 
Almanac ’ of the latter colony, the ‘ Kew Bulletin ’ 
for fresh information as to productions, may also be 
mentioned for the useful information they contain. 
But with regard to the West Indies generally there 
is room for a compendium of information which 
might suggest to the most casual reader a fairly 
accurate picture of an important group of colonies. 

Nor is it merely local information which is in-
tended to be given. These colonies, with all their 
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varied characteristics, may be treated separately or 
may be regarded as an historic whole. The contem-
plation of the energy of the men who planted these 
settlements, and who fought for them against many 
attacks, might strengthen the nerves of modern 
Englishmen—it might lead to the enlargement of 
political vision so as to allow the admission of the 
idea that the colonies—even the smallest and most 
struggling of them—are worthy not merely of the 
cold attention, but of the sympathetic affection of the 
mother country. They should be regarded as com-
munities of kindred people, and not simply as coaling 
stations. The effect of this incomplete and chequered 
narrative ought to be that these colonies should be 
looked upon as a part of Great Britain, though 
separated by sea—the mere distance making no 
difference, and weakening no tie. And the carrying 
out of this idea ought to be regarded as much for 
the benefit of the mother country as of the colonies. 

This appeal to readers for their interest and atten-
tion is justified on various grounds. First, by the 
romantic history of these colonies. Upon nearly all 
of them the shadow of one great figure rests— 
Columbus. This name has come to mean, not a 
mere individual with weaknesses and defects, such as 
might be apparent to his contemporaries, but an em-
bodiment of all the most energetic and stirring in-
fluences of his time. In this sense he is like Shake-
speare, whose personality has faded away and become 
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lost in the largeness and permanence of his creations. 
Possibly there is no grander figure, apart from the 
inner world of books, but rather in the outer world of 
things, to stand at the historical entrance of modern 
life and enterprise, and to enlarge the boundaries 
of European thought and work. His main idea as 
to a short route to India might have been geo-
graphically incomplete—his ships might have been 
rude in construction and slow of speed, but they 
made their appearance in unknown waters, and 
anchored off shores untrodden by European foot. 
His sailors might have been ignorant and often 
mutinous, but they were carried along by his resist-
less energy and subdued by his personal influence. 
Possibly his ideas were crude, his intentions only 
vaguely known to himself, and it may be that he was 
animated largely by a desire for gold ; but the ideas 
in course of time have taken tangible form, the in-
tentions have resulted in a completion he never 
dreamt of, and the ambition which left him in his 
lifetime poor in purse and broken-hearted beneath 
the ingratitude of monarchs, has been abundantly 
justified by the willing admiration of the succeeding 
centuries. His name has been coupled with scenes 
of apparent cruelty to native races, but this arose 
rather from the conduct of his followers and successors 
than from himself, and his own existence may have 
often depended upon the immediate conquest of 
savage tribes. Where he conquered, he desired to 
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colonise. He took with him all the civilisation that 
he knew, and with a rare magnanimity of spirit, far 
in advance of his age, he endeavoured to carry out its 
precepts. No misfortunes bore him down, no wrongs 
tempted him to an ignoble revenge. He had the 
power to govern himself as well as he controlled others. 
He may have been bigoted and superstitious, but deep 
in his heart and apparent in his conduct was the 
religion that tempered and ennobled his enthusiasm. 
He had the faults of his time combined with the 
excellences of one more advanced. His ideas of 
slavery were not those of the nineteenth century, 
although had he been living in this period he 
would have been with Gordon in Khartoum, and 
with Stanley in the African forests. Mere sentiments 
of nationality would have made little difference. No 
trouble was too great for him, no difficulty insuperable. 
He was national and yet cosmopolitan, and he was a 
man of such a temperament that in whatever time 
he had lived he must always have taken a prominent 
part in the most adventurous of the world’s work. 
He was a visionary with a definite object. If he 
had not been a visionary, he would not have gone 
through what he did. He heard ‘ voices,’ like 
other enthusiasts, and went on his way strong in 
the faith of ultimate success. And yet the accom-
plishment was not for him, but for others. In 
petitioning Isabella in the last days of his life, he did 
not fully understand the grandeur of the discoveries 
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he had made, or their effect upon the human race. 
His mind was still haunted with dreams of the ancient 
East when he was discovering the countries of the 
West, and he would have recognised without much 
surprise the Garden of Eden in the suburbs of a West 
Indian or South American town. When he skirted 
Trinidad and sailed through the Gulf of Paria, such 
thoughts were probably in his mind. However, what 
he did is known : what he thought is speculative, and 
one statement or impression may be traversed or de-
stroyed by another. Some things are certain : strong 
in his individuality, perseverance, and enthusiasm, 
steadfast in his faith and determined in his courage, 
he stands before us, not as an often-baffled mariner, but 
as a man with all those elements of greatness which 
are capable of being recognised and appreciated more 
and more as the Old and the New World progress in 
their material development and their moral power. 

But whatever views may be entertained of Colum-
bus, he practically discovered the West Indies, and 
his name is directly connected with many of the 
islands. The story of the treatment of the Caribs 
need not be told again ; the fluctuations of possession 
caused by the fortunes of the European wars are 
part of history and embodied in many treaties. Im-
perial quarrels were fought out in West Indian seas. 
After fighting, the colonies were exchanged like 
counters over a board. To capture a colony was a 
great triumph for an enterprising admiral or general. 
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It is somewhat appalling, but perhaps on the whole 
exhilarating, to an Englishman to think of the sea 
and land fights which have taken place. There was 
Benbow in 1702, after fighting Du Casse, buried in 
Kingston parish church. Think of the capture of 
Jamaica under Penn and Venables, of Rodney’s great 
naval battle with De Grasse, of Abercromby taking 
over Trinidad from Chacon and Apodaca, of the ter-
rible fights on the hill sides of Morne Fortuné in St. 
Lucia, and think also of the resistance to the French 
revolutionary ideas which British troops and seamen 
had to make in the West Indies, while Burke was 
supporting and inspiring that resistance by his 
spoken and written appeals at home. Truly the 
thunder of the cannon in West Indian seas was full 
of political significance for Europe, and affected the 
relative strength of nations. Otherwise, why were 
the colonies so prominently brought forward in 
every European treaty of peace for two centuries ? 

As the result of all this turmoil and bargaining, 
Great Britain now finds herself possessed of a portion 
of South America, a slice of Central America, and 
the largest number of islands in the West Indian 
archipelago. Several of these islands we have held 
for a much longer period than a century ; but assuming 
our possession from the beginning of this century, what 
have we done with them ? Emancipation was a 
great work, and the pioneer measure of freedom in 
all parts of the world : the United States were rent 
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with civil war upon the question, and it is only quite 
recently that the black population of Cuba have 
become free. It was thought at one time, and perhaps 
naturally so, that when the English duties were 
equalised on free and slave grown sugar, the free 
British colonies would be placed at a disadvantage. 
So, indeed, they were, for Cuba imported her hun-
dreds of thousands of slaves from Africa, and the 
horrors of the middle passage were in full activity. 
What did it matter ? Lord John Russell argued that 
the world’s market was but one, and prices would 
find their level. The moral distinction was swamped 
in the mercantile and political argument, and the 
practical result was that plantations went down to 
‘ prairie ’ value, and sank to a ‘ ruinate ’ condition. 

What is the use of treading with uncertain feet 
upon the still warm cinders of this quiet but not 
quite extinct volcano ? In British Guiana and 
Trinidad, by means of coolie immigration, pro-
gress has been made. Jamaica has stood still, so far 
as sugar is concerned. Barbados, with its super-
abundant population, has not only held its own, but 
increased its production by fifty per cent. ; but the 
other islands have decreased in sugar production, 
and in some, such as St. Vincent, Grenada, and 
Dominica, it has disappeared. It is not desirable in 
these pages to explain the reason, or alleged reason 
of this. Such might be considered controversial, but 
the fact may be noted that in all the countries, ex-
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cept those employing exotic labour, the staple (as in 
Jamaica) has stood still or become absolutely non-
existent (as in several of the islands mentioned above). 
Of course there are other industries growing up. 
The fruit industry in Jamaica, for instance, owes very 
much to the late Botanic Superintendent in the 
colony, Mr. D. Morris, M.A., now an important official 
in the Royal Gardens at Kew, and he is gratefully 
remembered for the general services he rendered 
while he held the chief position at the Botanical 
Gardens in Jamaica. No doubt, in the absence of 
sugar, fruit is all-important, and if by geographical 
conveniences, the advantage of which a few days’ 
steaming can secure, fruit can be profitably exported, 
the better for all classes of the community and the 
greater relief to the Government, which is respon-
sible for revenue and taxation. 

The above, however, is but a small portion of the 
West Indian question. What are the particulars 
regarding these colonies ? Great Britain has in this 
region about 130,000 square miles. There is a popu-
lation of 1,500,000, principally belonging to a race in 
which the English people have always taken a great 
interest. There is a future for the African race in 
the West Indies, however slow the progress may be. 
These colonies, including British Guiana and British 
Honduras, raise a yearly revenue of 2,000,000l. ; they 
spend the same amount in the administration of their 
affairs, and in roads and bridges and other public 

a 



xviii WEST INDIES. 

works. They have a public debt (for railways and 
other works of utility) of 3,000,000l., and their total 
trade is : imports 7,000,000l. and exports 8,000,000l., 
or a total of 15,000,000l., a very respectable amount, 
but not more than they have achieved in past years, 
and about a fourth of what they are really capable 
of doing in the exchange of their productions with 
Europe and America. One thing is important to be 
noticed, and without comment. It is the tendency 
of trade to the United States. Vicinity has a 
great deal to do with this. Perishable goods, such 
as fruit, must always go to the nearest market ; but 
the remarkable fact is that nearly the whole of the 
sugar production now goes to the United States, in 
spite of heavy protective duties in favour of Louisiana 
and the Sandwich Islands. It is impossible to over-
look this fact. The United States is the great con-
suming country, and all the West India sugar must 
go, as Lord Derby once said, to its natural market. 
It is not, however, mere vicinity that brings about 
this result, but a better price in New York, Baltimore, 
and other distributing ports. Manchester goods will 
hold their own for a time in the West Indies, Sheffield 
hardware is keeping up, but care will have to be taken 
lest the United States should compete in these things 
and take command of the West Indian market (as it 
now does in the matter of provisions and everything 
eatable), and lest the Germans (as they are now in 
many parts successfully doing) substitute their own 


