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INTRODUCTION

THE story of Guiana is one of colonisation under
very great difficulties, of trading ventures, failures
through ignorance, quarrels, wars, corsairs, bush
negroes, and labour experiments.

Although not generally thought of much import-
ance to-day, it was once a bone of contention to
the great nations of Europe. The first country of
America to be explored by others than Spaniards
and Portuguese, it still stands alone as distinctly
foreign from the rest of South America. English,
French, and Dutch took possession and fought among
themselves for the different trading stations and
colonies, ultimately settling matters without reference
to the original claimants.

To the Englishman it represented Raleigh’s dream
of El Dorado; that a New Britannia could be
established which in a few years would bring more
treasure to the Mother Country than Mexico and
Peru were then sending to her great rival. The
Dutchman did not dream of empire, but he well
knew that the fragrant weed tobacco, which so early
became a necessity to him, was to be had here.
What the Frenchman thought is hard to say, for he
has done little with his slice of the country ; possibly
he only came for a share because he would not be
left as an outsider.

The Pilgrim Fathers thought of coming to Guiana
before they decided upon the bleaker shores of New
England, and it was often compared with Virginia as

a field for settlements. A little later comparisons
19



20 INTRODUCTION

were made between it and the New Netherlands, when
the advantages of a warm climate and two or three
crops a year were proven to the satisfaction of the
writers on the matter. Even when, after the Dutch
war, Surinam was virtually exchanged for New York,
few Dutchmen felt aggrieved and some Englishmen
were hardly prepared to agree to the transfer.

Nowadays, even though one of its Governors called
British Guiana a ‘* magnificent province,” it is prac-
tically ignored. It gained a few weeks’ notoriety
when the Venezuelan Boundary trouble raised fears
of a war with the United States, but soon again fell
into the background when the cloud passed over.
Demerara sugar is well known, but few recognise
that Demerara practically means British Guiana.
Its gold, diamonds, balata, and greenheart timber
are only familiar to experts, and even they some-
times confound it with the West Indian islands, if
it is not confused with Guinea and New Guinea.
The newspaper man knew the country in connection
with the Dreyfus case, and, no doubt, looked upon
it as unfit for a dog, much less a Christian.

A century ago, when all the colonies were tempo-
rarily British, it was thought of some importance,
and during the anti-slavery agitation Demerara was
stigmatised as next door to the nether regions, with
black-hearted whites and pure-minded blacks as
masters and slaves. Of late years it has been the
experimental field for tropical immigration, and the
lessons taught by the experiments have been exceed-
ingly valuable. In fact, from the earliest times,
Guiana has been a field for labour experiments ;
and if so many proved failures among a few partial
successes, the lessons taught will no doubt be useful
in preventing future mistakes.
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That the first settlements failed we, with our fuller
knowledge, can say might have been easily predicted.
But, in the absence of knowledge and experience,
the pioneers of a settlement, whether in Guiana or
Virginia, could hardly be expected to do better.
“ Adventurers "' they were called, and their experi-
ments, whether trading voyages or attempts to found
new colonies, were certainly risks. We may laugh
as we read of the “ Orange ™ colony in the Oyapok
in 1676, with its hundred directors, the elaborate
provisions for a settlement, and also the expected
profits. Every arrangement possible seems to have
been made, and yet it failed ignominiously like so
many other schemes that did not allow for the climate.

Only the results of the pioneer work of Spain
and Portugal were visible ; little was known of their
difficulties.  Successes only, and these but few,
remained—failures were lost in oblivion. Spain failed
as far as her West Indian colonies were concerned ;
Hispaniola was by no means a success. Only in
settled countries like Mexico and Peru could any-
thing be gained. Those who came after her got only
what she thought worthless or of little importance.

The later arrivals were traders, privateers, or
pirates. Their trading was often forced, or at least
illegal, their piracy attacks on the weaker Spanish
settlements. No great galleons were these, but
vessels of 50 to 150 tons, sometimes small craft
of 15 to 20. They were the fly-boats we read about
which often depended for safety on their speed and
small draught of water. They were the kind of
vessels that hung on to the Spanish Armada in the
Channel, giving a few blows, running off, and then

returning again and again before the enemy could
demolish them.
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It was in such a vessel of 50 tons that Leigh
took 46 men and boys to the Oyapok in 1604
to found the first English settlement in Guiana. All
he knew of the country was gathered from the
accounts of Keymis's voyage. No European had yet
done more than trade in the rivers. He wanted to
found a colony, and at first it seemed as if he would
have been successful. The natives gave him a
welcome, but it could not be expected that they
would give his people all their provisions. For, like
most tropical people, they lived from hand to mouth.
Trouble began when Leigh’'s supplies gave out and
the expected vessel did not arrive. The remnant
left by a Dutch trader and for a time the Oyapok
was abandoned.

This is a type of several attempted colonies ; all
failed for want of knowledge and experience.
Whether English, Dutch, or French, the result
was much about the same. But they did not abandon
their attempts altogether. One fell to be followed
by another which did a little better. The English
started in what is now French territory ; then they
gained a measure of success in Surinam to be ousted
by the fortunes of war. The Duteh were more
plodding ; their early settlements in Essequebo and
Berbice were retained, notwithstanding troubles with
English and French. For over a century the Dutch
went on in a quiet way slowly developing their rivers
and contending with bush negroes. It was, however,
the English who ultimately brought capital and
energy into the colony of Essequebo and Demerara,
until at last they obtained actual possession of these
rivers and made them of greater importance than
those of their Dutch neighbours.

Besides lessons in colonisation, Guiana shows us
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what a settlement is when worked by a trading com-
pany. The meanness which looked for immediate
profit was conspicuous in the West India Company
and the Berbice Association. In the case of the
former the settlers were hampered in every direction
by monopoly laws and, more especially, stinted in their
labour supply ; in Berbice no working blacksmith
or carpenter could carry on his trade for wages,
because the workmen of the Association monopolised
these trades. The companies fell at last, but as
long as they controlled the settlements there was
little progress. It is true they brought some capital,
but it was always too little for anything like
permanent good.

Possibly the most interesting lessons to be learned
are those bearing upon a tropical labour supply.
Native Indian women were the first slaves, but they
were not a success ; then came the African, who
has been a bane as well as a blessing. With such
a large country behind the plantations runaways were
safe in the forest ; and in Surinam they became such
a serious danger that at one time it appeared as if
the colony must be abandoned. Only by the help
of the Indians were they captured and suppressed
in Demerara. There is no doubt, however, that with-
out the negro Guiana would have been still in the
same position as the Orinoco delta on the one hand
and the region north of the Amazon on the other,

Slavery came to an end, but the problem of a
labour supply was rendered all the more acute, in
spite of the predictions of the Anti-Slavery party
that free men would work all the harder when in-
duced to do so by wages. The contrary was proved
at once, and the exports soon fell to about a third.
Labour must be had or the colonies would soon be
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as worthless as the land really was and still is.
Experiments were tried, and at last the right kind
of labourer was found in the East Indian coolie.
If Guiana is ever to be developed, it will be as
a new India.

Among the lessons was one that should have been
learned by the Anti-Slavery party—the fact that the
negro does not increase in Guiana. Of course, the
heavy death-rate was ascribed to overwork, although
every one knew that the slave would not labour half
as hard as an Englishman in his own country. He
was capable of doing more, as is shown by later
experience. The party made an interesting experi-
ment in Berbice, when a Commission was appointed
to carry on four Government plantations and control
the colony tradesmen, who were slaves like the people
on the estates. But they could not reduce the death-
rate nor make the estates pay, and had to give them
up as failures. Of course, the planters jeered at
them for their ignorance.

There is no doubt that Guiana is a magnificent
country, with grand rivers, waterfalls, and wonder-
ful mountains. Its scenery is hardly equalled any-
where in the world for picturesque beauty. The
traveller and the naturalist will revel in its
streams and forests. The cultivation, so far, is no
more than a few strips about three miles deep on
the coast and banks of the rivers ; the interior is
in much the same position so well described by
Ralegh over three centuries ago: “ Guiana is a
country that hath yet her maidenhead, never sacked,
turned nor wrought. The face of the earth hath
not been torn, nor the virtue and salt of the soil
spent by manurance, the graves have not been opened
for gold, the mines not broken with sledges.”
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GUIANA

CHAPTER 1

DESCRIPTION AND GEOLOGY

The “island” of Guiana—The coast—Lowlands—Itabos—Forest
region—Rivers—Hills and mountains—Falls and rapids—
Fantastic rocks—The three regions—The great savannah—
Geological formations—Work of floods—The mud-flat—Rocks—
Gold—Diamonds—Sandstone formation—No active volcanoes
or disastrous earthquakes—Conglomerate—Granitic bed-rock—
Differences of soils—Denudation—Natural palisades—Coast
protection by courida—Changes of currents—Sea defences—
Nickerie washed away—Georgetown's sea wall—Well borings—
Mineral waters—Cayenne islands and their phosphates—
Swamps—Pegass or tropical peat.

GuiaNA is the name of the country lying between
the Rivers Orinoco and Amazon, which form the
boundaries north-west and south. It was spoken
of as an island from the general idea, partially
confirmed by modern exploration, that the two great
l_Joundary rivers were connected far away in the
Interior. This connection, by means of the Rio
Negro and its branches with the Orinoco, is quite
possible, but somewhat difficult for anything but the
lightest Indian corials.

Like the valley of the Amazon, to which system

it may be considered an oﬁ'shoot it is a land of
o
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forest and stream. The coast is generally an
alluvial flat, often below high-water mark, fringed
with courida (Avicennia nitida) on the sea-shore,
and mangrove (Rhizophora manglier) on the banks
of the tidal rivers. Where it is not empoldered it
is subject to the wash of the sea in front and the
rising of the swamp water behind. In fact, it is a
flooded country, as the name, from wina or Guina
(water) seems to imply.

The lowest land is the delta of the Orinoco,
where the rising of the river often covers the whole.
Coming to the north-west of British Guiana, we have
a number of channels (ifabos) forming natural water-
ways through swamps, navigable for canoes and
small vessels. A similar series of natural canals is
found in Dutch Guiana. From the Orinoco to
Cayenne this alluvium is rarely above high-water
mark, and is subject to great changes from currents,
the only protection being the natural palisade of
courida, with its fascine-like roots. On the coast of
Cayenne, however, the land rises, and there are rocky
islands ; here the swamps come at some distance
behind the shore, and between ridges and banks of
sand.

Behind this low land comes the old beach of some
former age—reefs of white quartz sand, the stunted
vegetation of which can only exist because the rain-
fall is heavy and almost continuous. This is the
fringe of the great forest region which extends over
the greater part of the country. Here the land
rises and becomes hilly, and the rivers are obstructed
by a more or less continuous series of rocks, which
form rapids, and prevent them running dry when the
floods recede. Behind these, to the south, the hills
gradually rise to mountains of 5,000 feet, and in
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the case of a peculiar group of sandstone castel-
lated rocks, of which Roraima is the highest, to
8,000 feet.

The numerous rivers bring down vegetable matter
in solution, clay and fine sand suspended, and great
masses of floating trees and grasses. These form
islands in the larger estuaries and bars at the mouths
of most of the rivers; they also tinge the ocean for
about fifty miles beyond the coast from green to
a dirty yellow. Wind and wave break down the shore
in one place and extend it in another, giving a great
deal of trouble to the plantations by tearing away
the dams which protect their cultivation. Every large
river has its islands, which begin with sand-banks,
and by means of the courida and mangrove become
ultimately habitable. In the Essequebo there are
several of a large extent, on which formerly were
many sugar plantations, one of which remains in
Wakenaam. The Corentyne and Marowyne have also
fair-sized islands, but none of these has ever been
settled. Off the coast of Cayenne the rocky Iles du
Salut and Connetable are quite exceptional, for the
coast is elsewhere a low mud-flat, sloping very
gradually and quite shallow.

The longest river is the Essequebp, which rises
in the extreme south, and like most of the larger
streams, flows almost due north. It is about 600 miles
in length; the Corentyne is nearly as long, and the
Marowyne and Oyapok are probably about the same
length. Other rivers that would be considered of
great importance in Europe are seen at intervals of
a few miles all along the coast. The Demerara, on
which the capital of British Guiana is situated, is
about the size of the Thames, and 250 miles long,
and the Surinam, on the left bank of which is Para-
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maribo, 300. All are blocked by rapids at various
distances from 50 to about 100 miles inland, up to
which they are navigable for small vessels, but
beyond, only for properly constructed boats, that can
be drawn through the falls or over portages.

The smaller rivers, called creeks, whether they fall
into the sea or into the larger streams, are very
numerous ; over athousand have Indian names. Many
of them are of a fair size, and the majority have dark
water of the colour of weak coffee, whence the name
Rio Negro has been given to several South American
rivers. These take their rise in the pegass swamps,
so common everywhere, and are tinged by the dead
leaves of the dense growth of sedges, which prevent
these bodies of water from appearing like lakes.
There are, however, a few deeper swamps, where a
lake-like expanse is seen in the centre, but no real
lakes appear to exist anywhere. The creeks are often
connected with each other by channels, called itabos,
or, by the Venezuelans, canos, through which it is
possible to pass for long distances without going
out to sea, During the rainy season these channels
are easily passable, and light canoes can be pushed
through from the head of one creek to that of another,
the result being that large tracts of country are easily
passed. In this way the Rio Negro and Amazon can
be reached from the Essequebo in one direction and
the Orinoco in another, the watersheds being ill-
defined from there being no long mountain
ranges.

The higher hills and mountains are not grouped
in any order. The group called the Pakaraima are the
most important from their position on the boundary
between British Guiana, Venezuela, and Brazil, and
also from the neighbourhood of Roraima giving rise
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to streams which feed the Orinoco, Amazon, and
Essequebo. This peculiar clump of red sandstone
rocks forms the most interesting natural object in
Guiana. Roraima is the principal, but there are
others, named Kukenaam, Iwaikarima, Waiakapiapu,
&c., almost equally curious and striking. All have
the appearance of great stone castles, standing high
above the slopes, which are covered with rare and
beautiful plants, some of which are unknown else-
where. The main characteristics of this group are
due to weathering, the result being grotesque forms
that stand boldly forth, together with fairy dells,
waterfalls decorated with most delicate ferns and
mosses, and grand clumps of orchids and other
flowering plants.

The River Potaro is peculiarly interesting from the
series of rapids and falls which occur in its course.
This is a branch of the Essequebo, and from its
mouth in ascending we come to the Tumatumari
Cataracts or rapids, the Pakatuk and Amatuk falls,
besides a goodly number of others, to finally culminate
In the mighty Kaieteur.

Up the Essequebo is a curious natural rock-pile,
called Comuti or Taquiari, from the Indian name
for a water-jar, to which it has some resemblance.
On the summit of a forest-clad hill a pile of four
great rocks rises for about 300 feet, and consists of
four blocks of granite, the lowest supporting the
second on three points, above which comes the jar-
shaped rock, with the fourth as a cover. Farther
on again, on the bank of the Guidaru, is Ataroipu,
or the Devil's Rock, a magnificent pyramid rising
to a height of 550 feet above a wooded hill of
350 feet. Standing so high above the surrounding
forest, this forms a most striking object. Other
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fantastic rocks have been compared to a felled tree
and a cassava press.

No doubt the other Guianas have interesting
natural objects, but the interior has not been so well
explored as that of the British colony. The Tumac-
Humac Mountains, which are supposed to divide the
Amazon watershed from that of Guiana, will no doubt
reveal many beauties to the lover of the picturesque
in the future. Magnificent falls are to be observed
on the Marowyne, one called Singatity being com-
parable to an undulating snowfield from which mists
are rising, and when the sun shines a magnificent
rainbow arches over the whole.

The country may be roughly divided into four
zones, which are particularly conspicuous in British
Guiana, the coast, the forest, the sandstone forma-
tion, and the savannah. Each is characterised by
its geological and natural conditions, on which depend
their plants and animals.

The coast region is the inhabited portion. Apart
from the courida and mangrove belt, and the grasses
and sedges of the savannah, its flora contains few
native plants and almost as few animals. The culti-
vated grounds are occupied by exotics, and, when
abandoned, by a host of cosmopolitan weeds, none
of which originally existed in the country.

The forest varies somewhat according to the soil.
In the river bottoms, and what is called the wallaba
swamp, the soil is rich and the vegetation dense
and varied. On the sand-dunes the trees are thin
on the slopes and reduced to low bushes on the top.
The higher hills have a similar flora, varying accord-
ing to the strata, the clay and sand being much
richer in ferns and low plants than the rock.

The sandstone region is, however, the richest in
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flowering plants as well as ferns. It possesses an
extraordinary abundance of springs, and is inter-
sected by streams of all sizes. The trees are not
so tall as the true forest, and there are open places
with grass and low flowering plants. This is the
region in which the Kaieteur Falls and Roraima are
situated.

The great savannah is a tableland about 300 to
400 feet above the sea level, covering some 15,000
square miles, undulating and broken by isolated
granitic rocks, blocks of conglomerate and reddish
masses of quartz and clay. Clumps of trees rise
here and there where the soil is richer, and in the
depressions marshy ground permits the growth of
palms, ferns, and marantas, but the general character
is somewhat harsh from the wiry sedges and hard
herbaceous plants.

The geological formations are either primary
granitic rocks or gravels, sands, and clays, the result
of the immense power of water in past ages. The
rivers .are still at work, as may be seen from the
amount of suspended matter they continually pour
Into the sea. Throughout the lower lands the water-
Courses are continually changing; many a creek on
the coast, once marked on the old maps, is indis-
tinguishable since the plantations were laid out.
But these changes might naturally be expected
where the lands are flat with no rising ground to
form channels. In the forest, however, the gullies
are often choked by vegetation, and when the heavy
rains fall and the floods rise 40 feet above the
average changes will naturally occur. The scour of
Such a flood, which carries with it fallen trees and
great masses of debris, must necessarily be very great,
and is sufficient to account for the alluvium of the
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coast without reckoning upon the deposits of the
Amazon current, which also passes along the coast
and no doubt contributes to the result.

The mud-flat, as proved by borings for artesian
wells, is made up of layers of soft mud, clay, sand,
and shells, mixed with more or less decomposed
vegetable matter. The soil on the surface varies
from clay to clay-loam, exceedingly fertile when
properly drained and freed from its impregnation of
salt. This varies much in depth in some parts of
the coast, extending aback for a distance of twenty
miles, in others but a mile or two. Behind this
rises a series of sand-dunes, evidently the beach of
some former age, the quartz sand of which has been
washed until it is perfectly white, and would be
barren were it not for the heavy rains. The same
white sand is found in the borings under the clay
and is obviously derived from the primary and meta-
morphic rocks, which, disrupted long ago by volcanic
agency, crop out immediately behind and form the
great barriers to river navigation in the shape of
falls and rapids. In the Essequebo rocks are seen
at about thirty miles from the mouth, and off Cayenne
there are rocky islands of the same formation. From
the Essequebo and the Demerara gneiss is quarried
for sea defences and road metal. On a branch of
the lower Essequebo, called the Groote Creek, gold is
obtainable, but the washings are rather poor; this
is the nearest gold-bearing district to the coast, the
others being beyond the rapids. The water-courses
and even the slopes of the hills throughout the
granitic, metamorphic, and volcanic formations are
more or less auriferous. Gold is also found in the
quartz, but hitherto in too small a proportion to pay
for crushing.
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Throughout this rocky region large boulders of all
shapes and sizes are scattered in confused heaps
here and there, especially at the rapids. At the falls
and along the river banks they are coated with a
black or rusty film of oxides of manganese or iron
which metals also colour some of the sands. Iron
is also very widely diffused in the shape of ferruginous
clay, pyrites, and hematite, the latter in some places
covering low hills. Diamonds are found in quartz
gravel and white clay, which last is a pure form of
kaolin and sometimes extends as a surface covering
for several square miles, rising also in hills as at
Orealla, in the Corentyne. Garnets are found in
the granitic gneiss and schistose formations, and
quartz crystals, some of them of the beautiful
amethystine variety, also occur. Felstones, quartz-
porphyries, and syenites are common, and there are
indications of antimony, plumbago, and, perhaps,
mercury, but hitherto only in small quantities.

In the south-west of British Guiana is a sand-
stone formation, presumably of the new red variety,
about 140 miles long by 100 broad. So far as
can be gathered, it is not fossiliferous—in fact, there
are apparently no fossils whatever in Guiana. The
strata consist of beds of pink and white sandstone
and conglomerate, which latter is in some places much
indurated. It is due to a superficial layer of this
hard conglomerate that the Kaieteur Fall has retained
its position for ages, while the Potaro has cut its
way back from the escarpment of the formation.
The sandstone extends in broken masses across the
country, but does not appear to widen elsewhere ;
but possibly in some former age it may have covered
a large part of the country.

Almost throughout the sandstone formation it is

3
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interbedded with great sheets of volcanic rock, green-
stone (principally diorite), which has disrupted, not
only here but also in other parts, through granite,
gneiss, and quartz-porphyry. Denudation has done
much to remove the greater portion of these erupted
masses, leaving visible the huge dykes which mark
the sites, most noticeable at the rapids and falls.
On all sides are marks of enormous volcanic activity
in past ages, and it may be from this cause that the
sandstone is devoid of fossils. There is nothing to
indicate recent volcanic action ; on the contrary,
Guiana appears to be almost free from seismic dis-
turbances, the slight earthquakes felt now and then
being probably due to the neighbouring volcanic
regions of the West Indies and Central America.

Throughout the conglomerate of the sandstone
formation jasper pebbles of all shapes are of common
occurrence, and in other parts there are found finely
mottled soapstone, often beautifully and regularly
veined. On the boundary towards Brazil extensive
savannahs take the place of the forest. The soil
here is rather poor, composed of gravel, sand, and
red clay, covered with layers of thin loam, which
is deeper in the depressions, where, during the rainy
season, shallow pools are formed. Here and there
the bed rocks, primary or metamorphic, suddenly
crop out and rise to lofty hills. The red clays are
in some places comparable to sienna, and may be
utilised as paint ; there is also a good yellow ochre.
Other clays, widely distributed, are suitable for brick-
making, and were once largely utilised for that
purpose. Kaolin has been shipped for porcelain,
but has not yet found a suitable market.

From the above sketch of the geological forma-
tion it will be understood that the bed rock is granitic
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and that the overlying strata are largely the result
of sunlight and flood through long ages. As might
be expected, the lower lands are very fertile—in fact,
they are probably among the richest in the world.
Some of the plantations on the coast of Demerara
have been under cultivation for over a century with
one plant, the sugar-cane, and only of late years
has any attention been given to manuring or even
fallowing. That a soil can endure continuous
cropping with such a strong plant for fifty years is
almost wonderful. It may, however, be stated that,
even in British Guiana, there are differences which
have left their impression on the history of sugar
production. The coast-lands of Essequebo are not
so rich as those of Demerara ; it has followed, there-
fore, that the once flourishing estates in that country
have mostly been abandoned ; much the same may
be said of Berbice, where but very few remain. The
islands in the Essequebo have a sandy soil, which in
time becomes poorer, and here also one plantation
after another has been given up. Surinam and
Cayenne may be classed with these, and can
hardly bear sugar cultivation for any length of time,
and certainly not while the product is at its present
low price. When first empoldered and not quite
free from salt these lands are the ideal for cotton
plantations, as is proved by their former output ;
they are also well suited for bananas and plantains.

About ten miles from the coast there is a distinct
change in the natural vegetation. Here sugar-cane
cultivation ceases, but coffee and cacao do well ;
these thrive best away from the sea breezes. They
can also be grown in the river bottoms and on the
slopes of the hills of the interior, where there is
a continual wash from the ridges. The sand-dunes
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are barren, but even here pineapples and the fibre
plants, such as sisal hemp, can be well grown. The
forest region is generally rocky, with gravels, clays,
and sands in the hollows ; once denuded of its cover-
ing, it will not bear cultivation. The first crop after
clearing and burning may be good, but attempts to
go on always fail, each year giving a less return.
This was the cause of failure on the Demerara River,
where the old charts show that hundreds of planta-
tions once existed where now there is only second-
growth forest. The same evidences may be seen
in the upper Surinam River and in Cayenne near the
coast.

The savannah region of the interior is fit for
grazing cattle and for horse-breeding, but at present
there is no possible way of bringing the animals
to the coast. There is, however, a project for a
railway to the interior of British Guiana, which will
probably give the necessary facilities, and be useful
in other ways to gold-diggers and balata-breeders,
as well as to the woodcutter. Probably in the future
water power from the numerous falls and rapids will
assist in developing the interior of the country.

Possibly the most striking features about the
country are the work of its rivers. Everywhere there
has been denudation, and on every hand gravels,
sands, and clays indicate that the work has been
going on for ages. Hardly anything like the slow,
meandering streams of some other countries is to be
seen ; on the contrary, the raging torrent is every-
where, rising at times forty feet, to scour the river
bank, carry off bushes and trees, and batter down
everything that stands in its way. When the flood is
high trees will come down and float out to sea, where
they have been mistaken at a distance for wrecks.
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When, on the contrary, they are thrown ashore by
the tide, they help to protect the coast.

The river banks are protected by natural palisades
of a giant arum, several kinds of thorny bushes, and
the stilted mangrove. The arum is Montrichardia
arborescens, the mocca-mocca of the colonists, which
rises to a height of twenty feet, tapering from the
base, where it is six inches in diameter, to about
an inch below its crown of arrow-shaped leaves.
These stems are clustered by thousands in the
shallows, extending everywhere beyond the influence
of salt water to form breakwaters, not only for the
river banks but for islands as well where they
generally face the streams. The mangrove prefers
brackish water, and generally continues the work
down to the sea.

The coast is protected by the courida (Avicennia
nitida). A good line of these trees, with their inter-
laced roots, will withstand the ordinary tidal forces,
and in time drive back the waves as it extends out-
ward. But there is no stability about currents, for
they are continually changing. At one place land
is being made up, in others great slices are carried
away, and the rushing tide uses the fallen trees as
battering rams to break down other portions of the
natural rampart.

We may safely state that, notwithstanding every
now and again an estate has to be abandoned because
of its difficulties with sea defences, the shores are
being continually extended a little. This making
up of land is, however, most conspicuous in the great
rivers, where, within our memory, islands have been
formed ; Dauntless Island is an example, at the
mouth of the Essequebo. On the other hand, the
little town of Nickerie, on the Dutch side of the
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Corentyne, has been taken over by the sea, re-
quiring a new town to be built farther inland. This
was the only part of Dutch Guiana where a settlement
came so near the coast, and, like Georgetown, which
is in a similar position, it has had a hard struggle.
The capital of British Guiana has, however, succeeded
in defending itself by a massive sea wall, thus saving
itself from the fate of Nickerie. It is an interesting
fact that, whereas the Dutch in what is now British
Guiana initiated a system of reclaiming land on the
coast, they did not attempt such an arduous task in
Surinam.

The changes of the incidence of the wash on the
coast are quite evident off the Georgetown sea wall.
At one time there is a sandy beach, and a year or
so later oozy mud. At the eastern point the beach
is sometimes so hard that a man may ride over it at
low water, later it is so soft that the feet of a
pedestrian will sink at every step. On account of
these changes there are also differences in the amount
of animal life as well as in the species to be found.
A few years ago the anemones were to be observed
in pools between the stones ; later these pools were
filled with sand, to be followed by mud. No coral
is found in this muddy water and but few living
molluscs, but dead shells are thrown up on the beach
in many places, whence they are taken to make up
the country roads, after mixing with burnt clay.

Artesian wells have been bored in many places to
a depth of about two hundred feet. The strata,
as might be expected, consist of clay, sand, and
finely broken shells, more or less mixed with decayed
wood. These show that the alternations of mud and
sand have gone on for ages, but there does not seem
to be any regular order in the deposits, for a stratum
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of sand, seventy feet thick, will come between fourteen
and three feet layers of clay, the sand predominating.
The water obtained is impregnated with chlorides
of sodium and magnesium, so as to be unfit for
domestic use ; it has, however, been found valuable
on cattle farms. On account of the large proportion
of iron it was at one time recommended as a curative
agent, and a spa was started in Georgetown. On
exposure to the air a pellicle of ferric oxide forms
on the top, rendering the wells and tanks unsightly ;
but the water is not unwholesome, especially after
some of the iron has been eliminated in this way.
The great drawback to all the soils is the small
amount of lime they contain ; a little is naturally
derived from the slow decomposition of shells, but
this must be supplemented on the plantations by
importations from Barbados.

Some of the islands off Cayenne are the resort of
immense numbers of sea-birds, the phosphatic
deposits of which are being utilised.

The swamps behind the settled shores of British
Guiana and in the low lands of the other colonies
may be considered as tropical bogs. Instead of
mosses, we have giant sclerias, sedges with saw-
like teeth (hence called razor-grasses) on the margins
of the leaves and on the keels. These grow up in
the water, giving the effect of a pasture to what
is really a shallow lake. The lakelike expanse is,
however, only visible when, after a drought, the razor-
grass is burnt down to mere blackened tufts, to again
sprout with the floods. Below these swamps is a
stratum of peat called pegass, which burns with a
steady glow and leaves a red ash, due to ferric oxide.

These swamps are mainly the result of rampant
vegetation which grows into the creeks that provide
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natural outlets for the heavy rainfall. Marantacez
and prickly palms are common on the margins of
these streams, and during the dry seasons they extend
by means of suckers until large clumps extend from
either side and contract the channels, sometimes
choking them altogether. Much of the land now
covered by the razor-grass was once forest, but when
the drainage was choked the trees gradually died
off and sank down to help in forming the bed of
pegass. These places may be drained and cultivated
where the deposit is not too deep, but the pegass
alone is not fertile. However, deep cultivation will
in many places bring up the lower stratum of clay,
which, mixed with the pegass, will, after weathering,
produce good crops.
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CHAPTER' 1II

HISTORY—ABORIGINES AND PIONEER SETTLEMENT
TO 1665

Prehistoric relics—Pottery— Timehri rocks — Kitchen-middens —
Indian tribes—Population—Caribs—Arawaks—Warows—A no-
man’s-land — Ralegh — Keymis's voyage — Dutch traders —
Spanish raid—English settlement in Oyapok—Harcourt takes
possession for England — Grant of King James I.— Guiana
Company—Captain Marshall in Surinam—Lord Willoughby
plants a colony in Surinam—]Jews and French in Surinam—
Grant to Lord Willoughby—Growth of Surinam under the
English—French attempts to settle—Cayenne—The Rouen
Company—The Cape North Company—Bretigny the madman _
— Utter failure of French settlement — New Company with
grant of the whole of Guiana—Attempt to settle—Mismanage-
ment and failure—Dutch and Jews occupy Cayenne—Promising
colony—French Equinoctial Company dispossess the Dutch—
Cayenne put on a better footing—Dutch West India Company
—Essequebo—Dutch traders—Berbice—Treaty of Munster—
Dutch settlement in the Pomeroon by Jews—Position of the
claimants to Guiana in 1663,

GUIANA appears to have been first populated by one
Oor more migrating tribes, who probably came from
Mexico through Central America. They were in the
neolithic stage, for, with the exception of a few rather
fine quartz chipped arrow-heads, all the implements
found are of a very high type, beautifully formed
and polished. These implements are picked up

throughout the country now and again, especially
41’
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after heavy rains or floods, as well as at depths of
several feet by gold-diggers. Besides these scattered
specimens, several fine lots have been unearthed on
the Mahaica and Corentyne Rivers, which appear to
indicate that there were factories of such implements
in different localities. Some very fine specimens have
been picked up on the Sand Hills, Demerara River,
which point to that place having once had a workman
of some excellence on or near the spot. Graves are
not common, but some human bones and other relics,
found in clearing sugar estates on the east coast of
Demerara, point to the possibility of there having
been burial-places in these localities. Unfortunately,
however, the people who discovered the remains when
digging knew nothing of the value of a proper inves-
tigation. At Counani, however, two graves were
found, from which fine specimens of pottery, almost
intact, were obtained. Most of the relics of the
primitive inhabitants are found in kitchen-middens
on sand-reefs in the district between the Orinoco
and the Essequebo. Some of these form large
mounds, 20 feet or more in diameter and as high,
which, on excavation, are found to contain human
and animal bones, shells of molluscs, broken pottery,
pebbles in course of manufacture, and more or less
worn and damaged implements.

The pottery consists of fragments, in some cases
decorated with patterns found on basket-work of the
present day, and of figured handles and ornaments
similar to those found in Mexico and Peru. They
are of two distinct types, the more ornate, and possibly
the older, having incised lines probably done by a
pointed stick, the others roughly moulded by the
fingers. Among them the most common figures are
frogs and grotesque human heads, with a fair number
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recognisable as the king vulture, so well known to
students of Mexican relics.

It will be as well to mention here that the Indian
of to-day makes only a plain earthen pot, rarely
ornamented with a few wavy lines or painted in a
very rude manner. Rough animal figures are, how-
ever, carved at the ends of their wooden benches and
on dancing sticks. Maze and cross patterns of a
high order are conspicuous on basket-work and the
bead aprons of the women.

The only other relics of antiquity are the Timehri
rocks. These are found about the rapids of the great
rivers, and consist of engraved figures suggesting
human forms, the sun, frogs, snakes, lizards, and
turtles. As a similar engraved rock has been found
in Mexico, which may be a record of the halting-
place of some primitive wandering tribe, it has been
suggested that those in Guiana and on the Rio Negro
have been cut for a similar purpose. There are,
however, difficulties in accounting for such elaborate
works by a people whose implements appear to have
been unequal to engraving on hard primitive rocks.
We have, however, in the B. G. Museum, a stone pick,
which suggests that this difficulty was not so great
as might appear at first sight.

The kitchen middens are entirely wanting in Indian
settlements of to-day ; in fact, nothing like such a
population as is suggested now exists anywhere in
Guiana. The collection of sheds, or benabs, which
constitutes an Indian village, and which is continu-
ally being changed from one site to another, could
never produce such a large rubbish-heap. If, how-
ever, we can credit some of the early writers, there
must have been a fairly dense population in Caribana,
the name of the north-west coast.
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Major John Scott, writing in 1665, said that the
most numerous of the ‘‘nations " was the Caribs, and
that the coast of Guiana had as many as 42,800
families. If we take this to mean an Indian family
as we know it, with the two or three heads, sons-in-
law, and their children, hardly less than twelve, we
have over half a million of this tribe alone. But, even
allowing for cannibalism, we can hardly accept such
an evidently crude estimate. His estimate of the
Arawaks as 8,000 families and the Warrows 5,400
is quite as unreliable; possibly, however, of other
tribes 4,000 persons may be nearly correct, and if
we say persons instead of families for the others
we shall be not far wrong. However, such estimates
must necessarily be only guesswork, yet they suggest
that the early voyager found a much denser popula-
tion on the coast of Guiana than can be found now
anywhere in South America.

Of the three coast tribes the Caribs, called Galibis
by the French, were certainly the most warlike, and
it is generally agreed that they were cannibals. If
we take the kitchen-middens as representing the
refuse of their cooking, we may say that they lived
mainly on molluscs and fish, game being scarce near
the coast and human flesh only procurable in war.
No proper hunting-grounds, and therefore no regular
meat supply, was probably the reason why human
flesh was eaten. Cannibalism, however, could hardly
have been the rule, for human remains form but a
small portion of the refuse.

The Caribs were undoubtedly very strong and
fierce. Whether they were a later migration than
the other tribes is doubtful; the Arowaks informed
the Spaniards that the Caribs were the original in-
habitants, and that they (the Arowaks) came along
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the coast and at first were friendly. But, finding
these fierce people to be cannibals, they quarrelled
and fought, so that on the discovery the Spaniards
were asked to help in their defence. This they some-
times did, thus gaining the enmity of the guardians
of Guiana, who in their turn got help from Dutch
and English, who were then declared enemies of
Spain.

The Arowaks lived up the rivers and creeks, where
the men could hunt and fish and the women cultivate
their cassava-fields in peace. Their enemies, how-
ever, often found them out, and both tribes fought
valiantly, the general result being that the Arowak
was conquered or compelled to retire farther away
from the coast. Now that the Caribs are almost
extinct, it is the less warlike people who have survived
to form the bulk of the Indian population of to-day.

The Warows were the people who lived in trees,
according to the old voyagers ; in fact, they build their
huts on piles in places that are often inundated. They
do not appear to have taken part in the quarrels of
the other tribes, but seem to have held their own in
the delta of the Orinoco, living mainly on fish and the
fruit of the Eta palm. Their canoes or corials were
considered the best in the country, and no doubt the
Caribs found it to their advantage to keep on good
terms so as to be able to purchase the best craft.
From the situation of one of their villages, apparently
in the water, Vespucci named their country Venezuela,
or Little Venice.

Guiana seems to have been neglected by the
Spaniards, partly, no doubt, from its position on the
frontiers of Brazil. There is a record of an attempt
to settle in the River Barima in 1530, by Pedro de
Acosta, who was driven off by the Caribs, and of
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two or three raids in search of cassava bread ; other-
wise the country was left alone. The search for
El Dorado, the gilded king of Manoa, hardly belongs
to Guiana, except so far as it led to Ralegh’s voyages.
At first this mythical city was located up the Orinoco,
and later in the interior of Guiana, but as the story
has been so often told, we will only state that Ralegh’s
first voyage, 1595, and the publication of * The Dis-
coverie of Guiana” made known the country to
Europe, and induced Dutch, English, and French
traders to sail into its rivers. The voyage of Captain
Keymis, 1596, however, did more than that of
Ralegh, for he gave the first list of the rivers to be
seen in sailing along the coast. To him we are
indebted for something like a detailed account of
the country, which, together with the information
gathered in Captain Berrie's voyage in the following
year, left little of the coast-line unknown. The publi-
cation of accounts of these voyages, translated into
several languages, including Latin, soon induced
adventurers of other nations to undertake trading
voyages to this cannibal land on the great wild
coast.

The first traders were Dutch, who since their revolt
from Spain found it difficult to get tobacco, for which
they already had a great liking. In small vessels of
fifty to a hundred tons they encountered the dangers
of an ocean voyage and the risk of destruction by
their enemy. Every effort was made by the Spaniards
to capture them and prevent their settling, but as
Spain was very weak on this side nothing could be
done. As early as 1597 a Spanish party captured
five Dutchmen in a boat, who were trading in the
Barima River, and at the same time they heard of men
who were clothed and fought with arms in the Esse-
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quebo, but not having force enough to risk a fight,
they did not stay long about these rivers.

Only one case is reported of a real attack on a
trading post. This was in 1613, when twelve men
from Trinidad, twenty from the new town on the
Orinoco, and a priest sailed from Trinidad to the
Corentyne. Here there was a wooden fort thatched
with palm-leaves, occupied by a few Dutch and Carib
Indians, near which was a tobacco plantation. The
Spaniards waited until night before attacking, and
when the alarm was given by a dog they called on the
inmates to surrender. The Dutch answered that they
would rather die, and defended the place until the
attacking party set it on fire. Even then the
defenders refused to come out, preferring to die in
the flames, only their Carib friends making their
escape.

About the same year Fort Kijk-over-al, the parent
of the colony of Essequebo, is said to have been
erected. There is some doubt as to the exact date,
but the evidence is fairly plain for 1613 or 1616.
At this time the Spaniards at Margarita and Trinidad
were asking the Mother Country for assistance to
drive the Flemings and English from their settlements,
who were said to have three or four flourishing settle-
ments between the Orinoco and the Amazons.
Nothing, however, was done, and the natural result
followed: Spain lost any little claim she had on
Guiana.

Going back a few years, we find that the English
were beforehand in attempting a real settlement.
Whether they purposely left the western portion to
the Netherlands, on account of its nearness to the
Spanish settlements, is not quite certain, but it was in
the Oyapok, now the boundary river between French
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Guiana and Brazil, where all the early English adven-
turers started their colonies. From the first the
English were more than traders, their idea being to
plant tobacco, cotton, and other things, as well as
to purchase from the Indians. The EIl Dorado
myth had not yet been discountenanced altogether ;
it followed, therefore, that gold-seeking was among
the possibilities.

In 1604 Charles Leigh sailed from Woolwich in
the Olive Plant, a bark of fifty tons, carrying forty-
six men and boys. Arriving in the Oyapok on the
22nd of May, they went up to an Indian town, where
they were received in a friendly manner and offered
assistance in food, and granted land in consideration
for help if their Indian friends were attacked by
other tribes. Houses were built, and the nucleus of a
town named Mount Howard established. Unfortu-
nately, however, want of experience led to difficulties,
and ultimately sickness carried off Captain Leigh
and several others before help could arrive from
England. The relief ship was unfortunately lost in
the West Indies, and the remnant abandoned the
place, some in two Dutch vessels and others in a
French trader.

For five years nothing further was done, but in
1609 Robert Harcourt made a second attempt to
colonise the Oyapok. This was on a larger scale than
that of Leigh, but his three ships were small, the
largest of eighty and the others thirty-six and nine
tons. The last had a crew of four men ; no wonder
these people were called adventurers. The Indians
were well pleased to see them, and the chief of the
town, Caripo, as well as two others, who had been
in England, were able to act as interpreters. Using
the names of Ralegh and Leigh, Harcourt took
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possession by twig and turf, i.e., chopping a tree and
digging with his sword, and began an unsuccessful
hunt for gold ; this possibly interfered with a proper
settlement of his people. However, he got a Patent
in 1613 from King James I. for all the country called
Guiana, between the rivers Amazon and Essequebo.

Sir Walter Ralegh touched the mouth of the
Oyapok on his last sad voyage in 1617, where he
found his old Indian servant Leonard, who once lived
with him in the Tower for three or four years. By this
time Harcourt’s colony had been abandoned, but two
years later a new project was formed for an Amazon
Company, with Captain Roger North as Governor.
King James was then friendly with Spain, and
hesitated when she protested against the licence,
which, ‘however, was granted and then almost im-
mediately revoked. North rushed off to Guiana
before the revocation was published, and on his return
with a cargo of tobacco, he was imprisoned in the
Tower and his vessel and cargo seized. As, however,
notwithstanding the protests of the Spanish Ambas-
sador, no proof could be brought forward that the
cargo had been obtained from Spanish territory,
North was released after seven months, and his
damaged tobacco given up. The delay was disastrous
to North's Oyapok colony, and though it still lingered
on in a small way, it was further hampered by fear
of attacks from the Portuguese from Brazil, who, it
must be remembered, were then under the King of
Spain. However, it was reported that, in 1623,
Captain North and some Irishmen brought into
England from Guiana 28,000 lb. of tobacco. In
1626 a new Amazon Company was projected to take
over the rights of Harcourt and North, and in the
following year a grant was made to the Company

4 \
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of Noblemen and Gentlemen of England for the
Plantation of Guiana. A few of the old settlers were
still in the Oyapok under Master John Christmas,
and to these were now added a hundred English
and Irish, who went out in a Dutch vessel. In the
two following years four vessels with two hundred
colonists were sent, and the reports were favourable.
Forts, buildings, and sugar-works were being erected,
and the Indians doing all they could to feed and assist
the colonists. The Company, however, appears to
have been much hampered by want of means, and in
1629 King Charles I. was asked to take the adven-
turers and their plantation under his protection. If
the King would send out 3,000 men, with 100 pieces
of ordnance and ammunition, transport the settlers
and protect their estates, there was great probability
of a profit of £50,000 per annum. The prime cost
was estimated at £48,000, or £15,000 in ready
money. The only result of this application appears
to have been a licence to export four drakes (small
cannon) for the Company to use in defending their
plantation.

From this time the Oyapok colony seems to have
been in difficulties. North appears to have lost his
Patent, and was told he might have it again by
submitting to ecclesiastical and civil government, for
which no provision was made. Then there were
differences in the Company ; some of the subscribers
had paid nothing. Captain Bamfield claimed £300
and was informed that he would have £100 from the
first money they received from arrears of adventure.
In 1638 George Griffith, an English merchant, said
that the old Company was doing nothing in Guiana,
and he wanted protection for his private trade. If
something were not done to encourage adventurers,
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the country would fall into the hands of the Dutch
and Portuguese. The French were also making some
poor attempts to found settlements, and this may have
helped to dishearten the English, who finally gave up
the Oyapok, which, strange to say, has never been
settled down to the present time.

The failures in one river did not deter the English
from making further attempts. People from the
Oyapok started the first settlements in the West
Indies, St. Kitt's, and Barbados ; the latter was in-
debted to Guiana for help in her first planting. From
there also came some of the sixty English colonists
who accompanied Captain Marshall, who, in 1630,
started a colony in Surinam, which lingered until
about 1645, when, becoming friendly with a party
of Frenchmen who had quarrelled with the Indians,
they were cut off or dispersed.

Captain Marshall’s colony seems to have had fair
prospects, for a little town was laid out and named
Tararica. This became the centre of the first real
colony in Guiana, the honour of founding which
belongs to Francis, Lord Willoughby of Parham,
who in 1650 became Governor of Barbados.

The Surinam River was not quite deserted at that
time, for a small colony of Jews had taken refuge
there about 1644, after the defeat of the Dutch in
Brazil. Living quietly, they seem to have done little
towards developing a real settlement, and when Lord
Willoughby sent over an exploring party they were
not even mentioned. The remains of the French
fort stood on the site of what is now Fort Zeelandia,
and possibly there may have been some ruined houses
at Tararica, but Marshall's people were gone and
not a Frenchman could be found. It remained, there-
fore, only to conciliate the Indians, which was soon
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done, for the English had always been on friendly
terms with them. The civil war in England brought
out to the West Indies a fair number of Cavaliers,
and the new colony of Surinam was provided for
their reception.

The experience gained by so many failures and the
comparative prosperity of Barbados were no doubt
factors to be reckoned upon in establishing this new
settlement. Again, Barbados knew the value of the
negro, and was able to command a supply. Without
his help Surinam would almost certainly have gone
the way of the other settlements; by his aid it
attained a fair measure of success. In 1663 a grant
was made to Lord Willoughby of a tract of land
between the Rivers Saramacca and Marowyne, includ-
ing the watersheds of the Surinam and Commowijne
Rivers, to be called Willoughby Land.

From a report to the Secretary of State, made in
November, 1663, it appears that the country was
becoming populous, having already 4,000 inhabitants,
with fresh arrivals coming weekly. During the
previous two months nine vessels had been con-
signed there, and if the English nation were really
informed of the goodness of the country, there would
soon be thousands more settlers. The chief com-
modity was sugar, as good as could be made, and
were the planters supplied with plenty of negroes,
“* the strength and sinews of that Western world, they
would advance their fortunes and his Majesty’s
customs.” Some of the settlers were breeding cattle,
and there was a store of excellent fish. The inhabi-
tants were very generous and obliging, the country
healthy and fruitful, the air moderately hot, and the
natives at peace with the English.

The town of Tararica was on Marshall’s Creek, and
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consisted of about a hundred houses, a Government
building, and a church. Like Barbados, the colony
was a little England, having parishes, and a Govern-
ment on the lines of the home Parliament, with at one
time a Protector’s and at another a King's representa-
tive. Cavaliers and Roundheads had their quarrels,
and one or two malcontents were banished. One of the
republicans went so far as to stab Lord Willoughby
when on a visit, but fortunately the wound was not
mortal. According to Warren, whose account of the
English colony is very quaint, ‘‘ the Government is
Monarchical, an imitation of ours, by a Governor,
Council, and Assembly ; the laws of England are
also theirs, to which are added some by Constitutions
no less obliging, proper to the conveniences of that
Country.”

At this stage it will be well to trace the develop-
ment of French Guiana, which, however, as we shall
see, has always been behind the others. Possibly
it was more a matter of honour than anything else
that led Frenchmen to settle in the country. Where
the Dutch came only to trade, and the English to
trade and settle, the French appear to have done
neither, the result to-day being a disgrace to the
country.

Cayenne has been the Frenchman’s goal from the
beginning, and he has been most pertinacious in
clinging to that poor spot. It is reported that as
early as 1613, 160 families settled there. Like the
later colonists, they quarrelled with the Indians ; not
being able to get on without native help, most of
them perished and the remnant left. Two years
later 280 people from Zeeland tried to settle on the
same spot with similar results. No doubt the
Indians were influenced by evil treatment at the
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beginning, and retaliated on people of any nation
that arrived there. These Caribs or Galibis were
always one of the causes of non-success in Cayenne.

Some merchants of Rouen, who had been trading
along the coast for some years, in 1624 left twenty-
six persons in the River Sinamary to collect produce
from the Indians, but for some reason or other this
little trading factory was not a success. Two years
later a colony was started on the Conanama, for the
protection of which a fort was erected and an armed
vessel provided. Very little is known of this, but it
probably went the way of the others. Some French
adventurers tried to again settle Cayenne in 1631,
but, as usual, they got mixed up with the Indian
quarrels and ultimately became dispersed or de-
stroyed.

The most disastrous of the French projects was
the Cape North Company, formed at Rouen in 1643.
Three or four hundred men were sent out, under
the command of the Sieur de Bretigny, who can
only be described as a madman. As might be
expected, he quarrelled with the Indians at once,
who, of course, retaliated. He seems to have had
a continual fear that some one would murder him,
which was hardly wonderful when he punished the
poor Frenchmen with a refinement of torture only
possible to a depraved mind. The gallows, the
gibbet, and the wheel were not enough ; he must
invent other cruelties, which he called purgatory
and hell. He asked his people to tell their dreams,
and punished them if these were not to his liking.
One of them dreamed he saw the Governor dead,
on which he was broken on the wheel, for Bretigny
argued that the thought of murder must have been
in the dreamer’s mind. At last his temper became
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unbearable, and most of his people took refuge among
the Indians, a few for greater security going to
Surinam, where they built their fort near the Indian
village of Paramaribo.

Bretigny was not satisfied with these desertions
to the Indians, for he naturally expected the refugees
would incite the cannibals to come and attack him.
Taking some of his myrmidons, he therefore went
up the river and demanded that the runaways be
. given up. This being refused, his people fired on
the Indians from the boat, but the red men, from
the cover of trees and bushes, poured a shower of
arrows and killed every one of the party. Finally,
bringing the bodies ashore, they were made the
occasion of a great cannibal feast and dance.

The Indians, however, did not follow up their
victory by a general massacre, as they could easily
have done, but offered peace if the whites would
leave them alone. This they were quite willing to
do now their tyrant was dead. As, however, all
hopes of success were gone, the settlers left in despair,
some for the new French colony at St. Kitts. Very
few remained, and most of these were adopted by
the Indians.

A small number of Bretigny’s people went back
to France, where a gentleman of Normandy named
De Royville heard from them of the fertility of
Guiana and its suitability for plantations. With
some of his friends, he got up a company and a
subscription of eight thousand crowns. Others were
induced to join, and finally, in 1652, the King granted
Letters Patent for the Cape North or Equinoctial
Company, with the exclusive right of trading and
settling in Guiana between the Amazon and the
Orinoco. The Rouen Company, whose rights were
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thus infringed, had not entirely abandoned Cayenne,
although they hardly got enough to pay the cost of
an occasional trading voyage. Hearing of this new
Company, however, they hurriedly sent off a supply
of goods and sixty men, who arrived more than three
months before their rivals. With these supplies the
fort was put in order and the few inhabitants were
able to extend their operations.

The new Company got together about eight
hundred people, under the command of De Royville,
and in July, 1652, left Havre in two vessels,
armed with twenty-six and thirty-six guns. On
account of a long voyage of nearly three months
the provisions were reduced, and short allowances
caused a mutiny, in which the leader was killed.
At last, however, they arrived at Cayenne, where the
settlers took the vessels for promised supplies from
the Rouen Company, and under this mistake six of
the chief men went off to give them a welcome.
They were civilly detained and obliged to send for
the commander of the fort, who, having no power
to resist, was compelled to surrender.

The new arrivals were under a dozen heads or
“lords,” who soon began to quarrel among them-
selves ; four were arrested, one of whom was
executed and the other three put on one of the islands
until an opportunity served for the Antilles. Two
of the remaining lords died, but even with six things
were mismanaged worse than ever. The peace with
the Indians was broken ; the new arrivals plundered
their provision-grounds and took away some of them
as slaves. This meant war ; the outlying settlements
were burnt ; those who escaped took refuge in the
fort, where no provision supply had been stored,
and none could be got on account of the Indians
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having control of everything outside. Famine and
disease carried off a great number, and at last the
remnant went off in leaky boats to Surinam, where
they were helped on their way to the West Indies,
Thus the colony was entirely deserted, everything
in the fort, including guns, ammunition, and
merchandise, having to be abandoned.

In 1656 a number of Dutch and Jews took posses-
sion of Cayenne. By keeping on good terms with
the Indians they very soon put the new settlement
on a fair basis. But the French had not entirely
given up the idea of a Guiana colony, notwithstanding
their many failures, and in 1663 the French
Equinoctial Company for colonising the country
between the Amazon and Orinoco was projected.
The Governor was M. de la Barre, and in February,
1664, five vessels, with two hundred colonists and
two men-of-war, sailed from Rochelle. They arrived
off Cayenne on the 11th of May and compelled the
Dutch colony to surrender. At first the Indians
were prepared to fight, but finding that the new
colonists were more reasonable than the other French-
men, they offered their friendship and alliance.
Ultimately an agreement was drawn up, which, being
respected by both parties, prevented further trouble.
The French colony was now able to follow the lead
of its neighbour, and may be considered as having
made a fair start. Unfortunately, however, it got
a bad name from the first, and later mistakes have
only tended to confirm it.

Having dealt with the English and French
failures and disasters, we must now return to
the Dutch, whom we left as traders with one
small factory in Essequebo. The English and
French settlements were mostly in the hands
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of companies, many of them very small; but we
have now to deal with a Dutch Company which was
of some consequence. And where these other com-
panies were formed of private persons and supposed
to be at peace, the Dutch West India Company
was intended to fight as well as carry on an illegiti-
mate trade with the Spanish possessions. Down to
1648 the Netherlands were at war with Spain, and
the Company was empowered to maintain armies
and fleets, to build forts, to carry on war, and make
treaties. The area of its jurisdiction was both sides
of the Atlantic, the west coast of Africa, and east of
America, including Guiana. At one time it possessed
almost the whole of Brazil, on the conquest of
which it spent about £4,000,000, and in its
operations damaged Spain to the extent of about
£17,000,000.

Such was the Company which in 1621 was
chartered and which a year or two later took over
the Essequebo trading factory. The first official
commander of Kijk-over-al was Jacob Canijn, who
carried on the post until 1627. There appears to
have been private traders in Essequebo as well as
those of the Company, and among them was one
Aert Adriaentz van Groenwegen, who is said to have
built the Fort Kijk-over-al, and was afterwards com-
mander. He seems to have often gone to long
distances on his trading expeditions, and is said to
have lived here forty-eight years, dying at the age
of eighty-three. In no other part of Guiana was
there anything to equal these journeys from the
Essequebo factory. In 1627 the West India Com-
pany gave permission to Abraham van Peere or Perez
of Vlissingen to colonise the River Berbice. Under
the agreement, by which forty men and twenty boys
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were allowed to go, the settlers had the right to
establish a fort at some place suitable for trading
and to do everything necessary to the interests of
the colony as long as they did not settle or trade in
Essequebo or any other river where the Company had
a settlement.

Thus the colony of Berbice was started, but as
yet there was no real Dutch settlement in Guiana.
The West India Company had its hands full in other
directions and did nothing for Essequebo ; it was
even proposed to abandon it in 1632, but some of
the directors being in favour of its retention, it was
kept up. No doubt its unprofitableness was due to
the fact that the original traders, who had been
there before the Company was formed, had the pick
of the trade. It was in 1627 that the infant colony
of Barbados got help from Essequebo. Thirty
Arawak Indians were brought to teach the English
how to plant cassava, yams, and other ground pro-
visions ; thus commenced an intimate connection
between Guiana and Barbados, which has been of the
greatest importance to both down to the present day.
It has been suggested that the Courteens, who
founded the island colony, were also interested in
the Essequebo trade, and perhaps the employers of
Van Groenwegen, who is said to have been a friend
of Captain Powell, the leader of the Barbados
pioneers.

In 1648 the Treaty of Munster was signed and the
war between Spain and the Netherlands came to an
end. The main occupation of the West Indian Com-
pany was now gone, but its losses in Brazil were
so great that little could be done to develop its trade.
Its only resource was now the bringing of slaves from
its African factories to America, but few were yet
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brought to Essequebo. The factory did not pay
expenses, and at last, in 1657, the Company decided
to abandon it. There were, however, a few of the
directors in favour of its retention, and they agreed
to take it over as a fief and to pay £125 annually
from the profits on anatto.

The new owners were the Burgomasters and
directors of the Company in the three Zeeland towns
of Middelburg, Vlissingen, and Vere ; they at once
decided to do something towards founding a real
settlement. Probably they saw what Lord Wil-
loughby was doing in Surinam, and thought they
could do as much in their own possession.

As Essequebo, near the fort, was not quite suitable,
the River Pomeroon was chosen as the site for an
entirely new settlement, named Nova Zeelandia. The
most prominent mover was a Jewish merchant, David
Nassy ; by his influence arrangements were made to
transport Jews from the Netherlands and to supply
slaves from Africa, at a cost of 150 guilders each.
Inducements in the shape of free land and slaves on
easy credit terms were offered, with the result that a
fair beginning was made. Two towns were laid out
(on paper), but it does not appear that they ever got
beyond that stage. A small fort was, however,
erected and a deputy commander appointed, who was
under the Commander of Essequebo. Sugar was
grown there, and first offered for sale at Middelburg
in 1661.

Now that each of the nations concerned in Guiana
was fairly established, it will be well to review their
position in 1665. They all claimed the whole of
the country from the Orinoco to the Amazons, but
were quite unable to do more than occupy a few
places, even when supposed to control a large river
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with its affluents. These settlements were then :
British—Surinam or Willoughby Land; Dutch—
Aprouage, Berbice, Essequebo, and Pomeroon ; and
French—Cayenne and Sinamary.

The British colony was of most importance, situated
on the two Rivers Surinam and Commewijne, which
join a few miles from the sea. On the site of what
is now Fort Zeelandia was the fort built by the
French, occupied by the English as a defence to
the entrance of the River Surinam, but the Indian
village of Paramaribo, close by, was not yet occu-
pied. The capital, Tararica, a town of about a
hundred houses, was situated some fifty miles up
the river ; here were Government buildings and a
church. The plantations to the number of five
hundred were scattered up and down the rivers, the
lowest being some twenty miles above the fort, which,
therefore, could be easily cut off from the colony by
an enemy. The names of the plantations suggest that
there were Cavaliers, who called them after them-
selves, such as Neale, Wilkins, and Talbot, and
Roundheads, who affected Bible names like Succoth,
Gilgall, Beersheba, and Goshen. The sugar planta-
tions numbered about forty, some driven by wind
but the majority by oxen or horses. The land near
the mouth of the river was considered less healthy,
but near the town there were savannahs, with plenty
of game. The only cattle were those used for the
mills, hogs did not thrive on account of vampire
bats ; it followed, therefore, that meat could only
be obtained by hunting. Leaf-cutting ants were such
pests in some places that it was difficult to plant ;
“ though but little creatures,” said Warren, * yet
they were so many and hurtful that Surinam had
scarce a greater trouble.” Some Jews lived at what
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was called the Jews’ Savannah, a few miles beyond
the town, but these people were not so numerous as
they became later. There were no gold-seekers, but
Warren said the Indians told of mighty princes in
the interior, and golden cities, how true he knew
not ; but, however that might be, it was a brave
country to a mind untainted with ambition and that
could live according to Nature.

The French colony of the ‘‘island” of Cayenne
occupied an irregular square of about twelve miles
each way, with a fort called Ceperou or St. Louis,
near which were a few houses hardly worth calling
a village. The inhabitants had small plantations, but
few negroes to work them ; this was one of the
reasons why Indian quarrels came about when their
assistance was demanded instead of being asked for
in a friendly way. The soil was hardly rich enough
for sugar, but cotton, tobacco, and anatto were grown
and exported. From the very beginning Cayenne
was a poor colony, although, no doubt, it could have
been made valuable.

The Dutch made a fair start with the Pomeroon,
but it was too early to predict its future. Essequebo
and Berbice were trading factories with only a few
settlers. The Fort of Berbice was a wooden
building, surrounded by palisades, situated some fifty
miles up the river, and the few plantations were
mainly provision-grounds for the supply of the traders
and the petty garrison. There were probably plots
of cotton, tobacco, and anatto, with perhaps some
sugar. Another small trading post was in the
Aprouage, but it was never of any importance.
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HISTORY—WARS AND THEIR RESULTS

War, England against the Netherlands and France—English raid
on the Pomeroon and Essequebo—Dutch capture Surinam and
recover Essequebo—English capture Cayenne—Surinam recap-
tured—Peace—Surinam given to the Dutch in exchange for
New York—Difficulties of the English—Dutch refuse to let
them leave—Another war—All the Guiana colonies ruined—
Runaway negroes in Surinam—Slow restoration—Huguenots
— Society of Surinam — Sommelsdijk — His character —
Murdered by soldiers—War, England and the Netherlands
against France—French corsairs in Cayenne—Du Casse re-
pulsed from Surinam—Captures Berbice—Corsairs again—
Capture of Surinam—Ransomed—Origin of bush negroes.

Now that the nations interested in Guiana had got
over their first difficulties, and each founded a real
colony, it might be supposed that developments
would have proceeded without further trouble.
Hitherto, although each claimed the whole of the
country, there had been no disputes except that for
the possession of Cayenne. Now, however, a Euro-
pean war upset everything, and troubles of another
kind began. England, in 1665, was pitted against the
Netherlands and France, with the result that im-
mediately the Governor of Surinam captured a
small Dutch fort in the Aprouage and a French
settlement in the Sinamar;;
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Early in 1666 Major John Scott was commissioned
by Lord Willoughby to make a raid upon the other
Dutch settlements, and by the help of the Caribs
he captured and destroyed that in the Pomeroon,
and then went up the Essequebo and occupied Fort
Kijk-over-al. In his report he spoke of having
burnt the enemy’s towns, forts, goods, and settle-
ments, to the value of £160,000, and disbursed
for the King's service 73,788 pounds of muscovado
sugar. This is probably an exaggeration, for he
occupied one of the forts, and no doubt wanted
to justify his claim for the cost of the expedition.
An English privateer also attacked Berbice, but was
repelled, then the plucky Dutch Commander of that
river went over to Essequebo and recaptured Kijk-
over-al.

On receiving the news of this English raid, the
States of Zeeland sent out a fleet of seven vessels
and a thousand men under Abraham Crynnsen,
to join the French at Cayenne and go with them
to attack Surinam. Not finding the promised French
fleet, he went on and demanded the surrender of
the English colony. Governor Byam could get no
help from his people because the settlement was
some fifty miles from the fort, which stood on the
site of the present Fort Zeelandia, in front of which
the Dutch fleet was anchored. After a little con-
sideration, he therefore surrendered, on cendition that
he and his soldiers should march forth with their
arms and flying colours, and be at liberty to go
where they pleased. The Governor hurried up to
Tararica and summoned the Council and Assembly
for advice as to surrender or further resistance.
These bodies, however, were against fighting, for
they were not in a condition to resist such a power-
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ful enemy. Owing to sickness, one-fourth of the
ablest men had been swept away, and of the re-
mainder, a third were weak and unfit for service.
If they stood out, the enemy would daily burn and
destroy their habitations and settlements, and their
slaves would flee away into the bush. For these and
other reasons they advised a speedy accommodation
with the enemy before the expected French fleet
arrived. Governor Byam therefore did his best to
get easy terms, and after considerable delay an
agreement was made, the most important article, in
view of what happened later, being—

*“ 5. In case any inhabitant of the Colony shall
now or hereafter intend to depart hence, he
shall have power to sell his estate, and the
Governour in this case shall procure that he
be transported at a moderate freight, to-
gether with his estate.”

Having, as the Dutch said, * taught the covetous
Britons good manners,” Crynnsen named the fort
Zeelandia, and left a garrison of 150 men, after
which he proceeded to Berbice, where he found
that Essequebo had been recovered. Going on to
Kijk-over-al, where he left two of his officers, he
then proceeded to the West Indies, and thence
home to boast of the * glorious” capture of
Surinam.

The Dutch fleet left Surinam about the end of
March, 1667, and in June following Admiral Harmon
arrived in Barbados from England with a squadron
of seven men-of-war, two ketches, and two fire-
ships. After a cruise among the islands he came
back to Barbados, and it was decided on the 19th
of August that Cayenne should be attacked.

-
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Meanwhile, however, peace had been signed on
the 21st of July, with the proviso common at that
time for an allowance of ten weeks for captures
from Cape St. Vincent to the Equator. These * days
of grace” would expire on the 29th of September
for Guiana, and the news of the treaty arrived in
Barbados about the middle of November. It
followed, therefore, that peace had actually been
concluded when the attack on Cayenne was
arranged, and, as we shall see later, other opera-
tions took place after the time limit for places
abroad had been passed. Under the treaty it was
agreed that all places captured by either party were
to be retained, the effect of which was that what
is now New York became British and Surinam
Dutch.

The Governor of Cayenne was warned of the
English fleet, and the people of the outlying districts
were visited by him and called to the fort. While
still engaged in this mission he descried the fleet
in the offing, on which he at once hurried to Fort
St. Louis and took two hundred men to oppose a
landing. Getting another hundred, he proceeded to
the place where he expected the enemy’s attempt
and waited all night. The English were, however,
on their guard, and with fifteen boats suddenly
changed their course and went off in another direc-
tion. The Governor rushed along the shore, wading
through mud and scrambling over mangrove roots
with his panting followers trailing a long way behind.
By the time he reached the spot sixty English were
drawn up in good order with flying colours, while
poor De Lezy had only about a score. Quite un-
daunted, however, he fired his pistol before even
arriving within range. The English returned the



HISTORY 67

fire, slightly wounding the Governor and his
Lieutenant, who were the only Frenchmen within
range. Then De Lezy called on his men to charge,
but found they had left their swords in the mangrove
swamps. Nothing was left to him but an ignominious
flight, the English being too busy with their landing
to follow at once. The French made a stand at
the village of Remire, where were about sixty houses,
the English soon following in perfect order. The
invaders were, however, very thirsty, and wanted
to pillage the wine-store, but their General pre-
ferred to burn the village, for the French were
pouring a most galling fire from the houses. The
wall of fire covered the retreat and permitted the
Governor to reach the fort, where the colonists were
already taking refuge. Notwithstanding the sup-
posed strength of this fortress De Lezy seems to
have been discouraged, for, taking two hundred of
his men, he embarked and fled to Surinam. A
sergeant took command of those who remained, but
he was also frightened, and got off in the night, to
take refuge among the Indians. Then a Swiss
sergeant tried to induce the fifty soldiers who re-
mained to hold out long enough to obtain an honour-
able capitulation, but even this they refused. The
panic was so general that nothing was left but to
surrender as prisoners of war.

In the fort the victors found 39 cannon, 1,500
balls, 27 barrels gunpowder, 26 barrels bullets, 400
shells, 6 barrels brimstone, 8o pieces armour, 200
bundles match, and 430 small arms. With such an
armament the wonder is why there should have
been such a panic. It is interesting to note that
armour must have been worn, although people who
live in a tropical climate like Guiana can hardly
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see how it could be endured. The property in the
colony included 295 negroes, 51 sugar coppers, stills,
&c., 10 mills, 49 cattle, and 10 horses. Taking as
much of the plunder as possible, the English then
set fire to the houses and churches and left for
Surinam. The French afterwards declared that
Admiral Harmon knew of the peace negotiations,
and therefore took no measures to retain the colony
for England.

Arrived at Fort Zeelandia on the 3rd of October,
the English found the garrison prepared to fight,
even the runaway Frenchmen taking part. On the
7th the English landed, and after a gallant assault,
in which fifty-four of the defenders were killed or
wounded, the fort surrendered. In speaking of this
affair, Lord Willoughby said : ‘‘Hans exceeded Mons
much in his defence and it was an honourable parting
blow.”

Thus Surinam was again restored to England,
and everything possible done to put matters on a
sound footing. All hopes of prosperity were, how-
ever, blighted when the news came that it had
been ceded to the Netherlands by treaty. Lord
Willoughby, however, was not content to let his
property go without doing something ; he therefore
sent off his son with orders to use his utmost
endeavours to bring off the inhabitants and their
movables, so as to prevent the Dutch from getting
any advantage from the colony. If the people would
not leave Willoughby was determined to suspend the
transfer as long as possible, or until he got special
orders. His idea was to strengthen other British
colonies and leave Surinam bare.

Henry Willoughby hurried off to Surinam, and,
according to his instructions, did everything possible
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to make the colony useless to the Dutch. The sugar-
mill of his father’s plantation, Parham Hill, was
stripped and burnt, and some of those who intended
to leave also demolished or burnt the buildings on
their estates. The Jews, however, took no part in
these disturbances.

In January, 1668, the Ambassadors of France and
Holland complained to King Charles of these actions,
claiming restitution and satisfaction for what had
been done contrary to the articles of the treaty.
Meanwhile, a Zeeland frigate and six trading vessels
arrived in November, bringing the news of the peace
and demanding the rendition of the colony. The
English Governor Barry replied that he could not
surrender his charge without positive orders from
the King or Lord Willoughby. There was thus a
deadlock for several months, in the course of which
an English frigate arrived with an invitation from
Lord Willoughby for the planters to go to Antigua.
Some hesitation was, however, felt in accepting this
offer, there being yet hopes that the colony might
be retained.

Whatever hopes remained were, however, lost when
on the 1s5th of April Admiral Crynnsen again ap-
peared with three men-of-war, and delivered to the
new English Governor Bannister the King’s letters
for the restitution of the colony. The Governor
hesitated, and called his Council together, who agreed
that the King's orders must be obeyed. Even then
the surrender was not made until the original articles
of capitulation were confirmed and a promise given
that everything done to the prejudice of the Dutch
should be forgotten.

Surrender having been made, the English began
to think of removing ; but their Dutch masters,
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feeling sore at the trouble they had given, were in-
clined to dispute their right to carry off their effects,
especially the slaves. When, therefore, Bannister
made formal demand for a licence for himself and
some of the most important of the colonists,
Crynnsen, on the ground that he was acting beyond
his sphere in comprehending others, sent him to
Holland as a prisoner. Bannister protested, and
wrote to Lord Willoughby, who sent to Crynnsen
stating that he conceived only the land to be Dutch ;
that Englishmen ought not to be detained or refused
permission to transport their goods and negroes, yet
Colonel Bannister was sent prisoner to the High
and Mighty for asserting these articles. A great
deal of correspondence took place, but Bannister
was released in December, yet even then the English
were detained in Surinam on one pretext or
another.

In March, 1672, the English and French declared
war against the Netherlands, one of the pretexts
being this trouble about Surinam. The Declaration
stated that the Dutch had been bound, under the
Treaty of Breda and articles of surrender, to permit
the English in that colony to remove with their
effects ; they had not carried out their obligations,
but, on the contrary, imprisoned Bannister for de-
manding permission to leave. Complaints had been
made, and after two years’ delay two vessels were
sent to transport the British subjects ; but only a
few of the poorest went off, to carry back the
prayers of the richest and most influential to be
delivered from this servitude. Further complaints
were made, but the English Government got no
satisfaction. The Dutch replied that the English
planters were not willing to forsake their effects
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and subsistence, they therefore stayed upon their
own choice. During the war no attempt was made
upon Surinam by the English, and it may be pre-
sumed that such a ruined colony was hardly worth
having ; the Dutch, however, took New York. Peace
was concluded in February, 1674, and the fifth
article provided that permission should be given to
the English in Surinam to leave, together with their
substance, goods, and slaves, and that the Dutch
Governor should not make any special laws against
the English colonists. Ultimately most of the
English left, the larger portion going to Jamaica,
where they met with a cordial welcome.

Thus the three colonies of Guiana were ‘‘ nipped
in the bud ” ; Pomeroon entirely destroyed, Cayenne
devastated, and Surinam ruined. To add to the
trouble in Cayenne, to which De Lezy returned when
the English left, it received another severe blow
from the Dutch. In March, 1676, it was captured
by Admiral Binkes after De Lezy had declared his
intention to await an attack, and that he would not
derogate from the honour and valour of a true
Frenchman, which he intended to protect at the cost
of his life. Notwithstanding this declaration, how-
ever, no sooner had the Dutch stormed the palisades
than he surrendered, to be sent a prisoner to Holland.
The Dutch were now in possession of the whole of
Guiana, but the honour of France must be vindicated,
and therefore fifteen vessels were sent out in October
to regain Cayenne, in which they easily succeeded.
We may now leave French Guiana, for its war
troubles were ended for a time. As for its progress
as a colony this is hardly worth noting, for there
never has been a proper settlement. No doubt it
would have been inconsistent with the honour of
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France to give it up, but it could be no great
loss.

Surinam was now the only real colony in Guiana,
but the Dutch were not discouraged. Most of the
plantations were ruined ; very few English remained,
and many, of the slaves left behind deserted rather
than submit to new masters. They ran away to
become the dreaded bush negroes of later times,
and there was no means of capturing them. MWithout
settlers nothing could be done, and therefore every
possible inducement was offered. A few of the
ruined Jews from Pomeroon came first, and these
were followed by a fair number of Huguenots.

Holland was then a refuge for the distressed.
First came the Jews, and about this time French
Protestants began to flee for their lives. These
were the people who helped England to become a
great manufacturing country, and the few hundreds
who went to Surinam were a godsend to that dis-
tressed colony. They settled in the new town of
Paramaribo as poor workmen, but later we find them
all over the Dutch colonies as planters. In 1685
came the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which
drove thousands to take their flight, with happy,
results wherever they took refuge. Among other
places, a fair number came in a ship to Surinam and
took up a plantation named La Providence. These
people were sufficiently numerous to require their
own church, and their influence for good was felt
throughout the colony.

Before anything else the Dutchman was a trader.
As such he was not satisfied without a profit ; it
follows therefore that the owners of Surinam were
discontented. There were no returns, and something
must be done. So they got up a syndicate called
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the Society of Surinam. First the Province of
Zeeland sold the colony to the West India Company
for 260,000 guilders, and they, finding that their
capital was insufficient, in 1683 sold one-third to the
city of Amsterdam, and another third to Cornelis van
Aerssen van Sommelsdijk. This third shareholder
was appointed Governor, and proved the salvation
of the colony.

Sommelsdijk was one of those arbitrary gentle-
men who almost make us love a despot. There is
no doubt that a strong hand was wanted ; the hour
came, and here was the man. He found everything
in confusion ; order must be introduced. The colony
did not want the typical Dutch Governor, who planned
out something for the next generation to accomplish,
but one with the ardent desire to drive things on
at once. He arrived in Surinam on the 24th of
November, 1683 ; his character is thus given by
Pistorius :(— ‘

‘““ His Excellency’s disposition was upright and
pious ; by his daily example he became a leader and
model to his subordinates by acting in accordance
with his Christian duties. Those who followed
closest in his footsteps became his best friends, in-
dependent of colour, creed, or station. He was the
enemy to everything loose, vicious, or immoral, and
without regard to the offenders being of high position
or low degree he condemned them fearlessly.”

This may be true and yet not quite all the truth.
For if he had been nothing more he could hardly
have brought order out of chaos. For some time
the Caribs had been troublesome ; they took the
part of the English ; Sommelsdijk conciliated them.
Horses for the sugar-mills were required ; he winked
at their illegal importation from New England. He
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also looked after the labour supply and managed to
get slaves. Above everything, however, he would
have no idlers ; therefore he set the garrison to dig
a canal, which still remains as his monument.

He undoubtedly played fast and loose with the
charter of the colony, and neglected the orders of
the directors of the Society. He told them that they.
could not drive trade and commerce into grooves.
Experience had taught him what he had never
thought of before ; had he, like a fool, followed
his instructions to the letter, the State, the city, and
himself, would have had cause to regret it. “ God
be thanked !’ he said, that had not happened.

His portrait shows a typical cavalier, a gentle-
man of the period, and one who could hardly be
expected to make a business man. His accounts
were said to have been badly kept, and the directors
were of opinion that he would ruin the Company.
Fortunately for Surinam, however, from his position
he could afford to ignore such complaints and carry
on his good work. But even in Surinam, although
the friends of law and order were favourable, there
were many malcontents. In June, 1687, he issued
a proclamation that the Court would sit to hear any
complaints against him as Governor ; but no one
appeared, and though this notice was repeated in
October and January, with a promise to appear in
person and give satisfaction to any one who felt
aggrieved, these were equally without result.

There was strong religious feeling at the time,
especially among those who had suffered persecution
from the Roman Catholics, but Sommelsdijk seemed
to have had the rare virtue of tolerance. Three
priests were allowed to come to the colony ; but
complaints were made to the directors, who ordered
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them to be sent back. ‘Meanwhile, however, they
died, and Sommelsdijk sent their remains with the
following characteristic letter :—

“ HiGHLY HONOURED Sirs,—By Captain John
Plaz I take the liberty of sending to Zeeland the
bodies of three popes who died here, who you are
pleased to call Divines. I believe that a Chest of
Ducats would have pleased you more, those however
are fruits which up to the present have not been
grown here. In the absence of these, I hope that
an abundance of sugar will sweeten and mollify your
crying throats, and, when moistened with syrup and
juice, cure you of your raging fever and cause
you to be more en courant with what happens here.”

The honourable gentlemen were not much pleased
with this letter, so they sent back the remains jof
the priests to be buried in the colony.

The soldiers in Surinam had been accustomed to
do as they pleased ; taking them altogether, they
were a nuisance. Sommelsdijk gave them plenty of
work, and, as provisions were short, he reduced
their rations, without a proper explanation. Used
to indulge in their unbridled passions, they were not
prepared to listen to reason ; they considered them-
selves ill-used and determined to resist. On the
17th of July, 1688, they refused to proceed with
the works on the Sommelsdijk canal unless their
rations were increased. Having been brought before
the Governor, they were dismissed with scant
courtesy ; in case the store was well supplied they
might expect additional rations. Grumbling and
muttering, they returned to work, but two days later
they absolutely refused to go on, and declared that
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if rations were not at once increased they would
kill the Governor. Their Commander and his
lieutenant tried to pacify them, with a promise of
success, until Sommelsdijk appeared, sword in hand,
and advanced to cut down the leaders, the Com-
mander taking his place beside him. Not having
any quarrel with their Commander, they hesitated,
calling upon him to retire, but when he refused they,
fired a volley, killing both. The soldiers then took
possession of the fort and terrorised the whole colony
until the burghers rose, almost to a man, and suc-
ceeded in capturing them, after which eleven were
executed.

In 1689 war again broke out, this time the
English and Dutch joining against France. Cayenne
had lately been a refuge for pirates or privateers
whose occupations could not be carried on when
there was peace. They had commenced to plant
when war broke out, but on the arrival of the noted
corsair Du Casse they left everything to join him
in a raid on Surinam. This colony was, however, in
a good condition, and the new Governor, Scharp-
huijsen, compelled them to retire, leaving one of their
vessels grounded to be captured by the Dutch.
Du Casse then went on to Berbice, which he captured.

The Dutch were less fortunate in 1712, when
another war with France brought to the front Jacques
Cassard, ‘‘the Hero of Nantes.” He arrived in
Surinam on the 8th of October with eight large
and thirty small vessels and about 3,000 men. For
three weeks these rough fellows pillaged the colony,
going up and down the rivers and driving the planters
to take refuge in the bush with their slaves. Among
other insults it is reported that they broke into the
Jewish synagogue, killed a hog within the building,
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and sprinkled its blood over the furniture. Finally,
Cassard was bought off by a ransom of 747,350
guilders, which, in the absence of coin, was mainly
paid in sugar, slaves, merchandise, provisions, stores,
and jewellery. In fact, the colony was stripped of
almost everything that could be carried off.

As if it were not enough to be ruined by war, a
new danger was produced by this raid. Many of
the negroes who were sent away to hide in the forest
never came back, but joined the runaways who had
hitherto been of little consequence. In a few years,
however, the bush negroes became very dangerous,
for they made incursions on the plantations, burning
and destroying houses and sugar-works Killing the
whites, and carrying off the slaves to increase their
own cornmunities.

In less than ten years after Cassard's departure
the bush negroes began to make their presence felt
in the outlying districts of the colony. In their raids
on the plantations they got firearms, in addition to
bows and arrows which they made for themselves.
Soldiers and burghers were sent out to capture them,
but with little success, for the negroes knew well
how to hide and shoot from behind trees. If by
chance some were captured, they were punished
severely as examples, in hopes of deterring the slaves
from taking to the bush. Burning over slow-fires,
breaking on the wheel, and hanging were supple-
mented in one or more cases by suspending with a
hook through the ribs until the man died. Great
efforts were made to subdue them, in every case un-
successfully, until, the number bemg greatly increased
by runaways from the plantations they destroyed, they
became a real danger. The peril was much greater
than that formerly endured from the Indians, because
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there were always negro friends on the plantations
ready to give information of their weak points and
open the way.

In 1730 there was a negro revolt on the plantation,
‘““ Berg-en-Daal,” which extended to other estates, and,
which required three years of hard fighting before
it could be suppressed for a time. For nearly twenty
years after this the struggle between blacks and
whites went on with slight intermissions, in every
case the result being favourable to the bush negroes.
Hitherto all efforts were strained to capture them as
runaways, but in 1749 an attempt was made to
make a. treaty of peace on the understanding that
they were to be free and be bound to restore any
slaves who might run away from the plantations.
The first treaty was made with a Captain Adoe,
who received from the Governor a staff of office and
a promise of a lot of presents. Unfortunately, how-
ever, a treaty with one chief was not respected by the
others, and when the presents were being carried
to Adoe the bearers were attacked by Captain
Samsam and cut off. The presents not arriving,
Adoe considered the treaty broken, and again began
to make raids. This sort of thing went on for
some time, and when the danger was not from the
bush negroes it was from the slaves in general,
who no doubt were incited to revolt from their know-
ledge and envy of the others. In 1761 peace was
made with the Aucans, and a year later with the
Saramaccans, but this did not prevent a great in-
surrection of slaves next year, which almost drove
the whites out of the colony and resulted in new
sets of runaways taking the field. They took refuge
on the Marowyne, and were supposed to have got
assistance in guns, &c., from the French. For twenty
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years war raged with these runaways under the
two chiefs Bonni and Baron. White soldiers were
brought from Holland, a contingent of Black Rangers
embodied, and the new danger fought under diffi-
culties so well described by Captain Stedman. At
last, however, the Bonni bush negroes were pacified
but not conquered, for they demanded and got their
full liberty.
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Essequebo as a trading factory — Dispute with Berbice — Van
Berkel's visit to Kijk-over-al—Description of the young colony
—Corsair raids—Berbice captured and ransomed—Difficulties
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nations—Land boom-—Capital and labour from English islands
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allowed—Progress of Berbice—Great slave insurrection—Panic
among the whites—Rebels overrun the colony—Massacres—
The fort untenable—Inmates frightened—Fort abandoned and
set on fire—Governor with a few whites takes refuge at the
mouth of the river—Assistance arrives—Recovery of the colony
—Ruin—Difficulties in restoration,

ESSEQUEBO lost little by the war which almost ruined
Cayenne and Surinam, for there were no plantations
to be destroyed. The West India Company sent
a new Commander, Hendrik Rol, in April, 1669,
who lived at the fort and traded with the Indians.
A vessel arrived once a year, bringing stores and
trading goods, filling up with such products as had
been collected since the last voyage. Berbice was
in the same position, not yet worthy to be styled a
colony, although there were a few plantations.
Rol was a good trader, and looked well to the

interests of the Company. When, therefore, the
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traders of Berbice went beyond what he considered
their boundaries, he took action, and in 1670 seized
a boat and cargo, which he found in the Pomeroon.

The news was brought by an Indian, and the
Council of Berbice commissioned their factor, Adrian
van Berkel, to proceed to Fort Kijk-over-al and
inquire into the matter. His account of this journey
gives a picture of the primitive condition of the
country, and some interesting details of the Indian
villages, where he stopped when going through from
Berbice to the Demerara River, which as yet was
a wilderness. The party consisted of Van Berkel,
the predicant, and three other Europeans, who, on
arriving at the bank of the Demerara, met a tent-
boat which had been sent round the coast. With
ten Indians they dropped down the river and pro-
ceeded along the coast to the Essequebo, where they
were struck by the beauty of its many islands, none
of which was yet occupied.

Kijk-over-al was twelve hours from the sea on
a little island, a stone’s-throw from the shore. Every-
body was looking out for them, for a tent-boat was
a strange thing in these waters. On their arrival
at the landing, the Commander, sword in hand, came
down and gave them a hearty welcome. Then the
party passed up the steps through a double line of
soldiers, who fired a volley as a salute. Arrived at
the entrance, they proceeded upstairs, when three
cannons were fired, and the secretary received them
in state. So grand was this reception that Van Berkel
and his party thought it quite princely. Coming
now to Rol's chamber, the Berbice factor wanted
to go into business at once, but the Commander
said he must not think of such a thing ; it would
be time enough after three or four days’ rest. His

6
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European followers were entertained by the soldiers,
and he and the predicant invited to take as much
drink as they liked, either from a large jar of wine
on the floor or a flask of gin on the table. Then
came a grand dinner of five courses, to which they
did justice, after which they went to bed full.

Next morning they took a walk, but there was
not much to see. The fort was square; on the
lower floor was a magazine and store for heavy goods,
above were three rooms, one for the Commander, a
second for the secretary, where light stores and
trading goods were kept, and a third for the soldiers.
In the afternoon arrived a Christian servant with an
invitation from Heer de Graaf, a private planter,
to pay him a visit next day. This was accepted,
and next morning they went over in a corial and
found everything in first-rate order, with the appear-
ance of an estate in Europe. The dinner was perfect,
consisting of many kinds of meat, including deer,
fowl, duck, turkey, pigeons, labba, and water-hare.
The drinks were mum, wine, and brandy, with which
they kept merry until the evening, when they returned
to the fort full and jolly.

There were only three private estates, that of De
Graaf being the largest, having about thirty slaves ;
the other two had about a dozen each. The planters
lived a princely life as far as food and drink were
concerned, but he who wanted society must not go
there. The sun was very oppressive, and there were
many things wanting to make life agreeable. The
living at the fort was not so good as on the planta-
tions ; on the latter was plenty for the worshippers
of both Venus and Bacchus.

On the fourth day the Commander allowed his
visitor to come to business, and after some discussion
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it was agreed that in future the people of Berbice
should not trade in the Demerara River, and that the
Abary should be the boundary. The boat was
restored, but the cargo had been already used ;
Rol, however, paid Van Berkel its value in balsam
copaiba.

Such, no doubt, is in brief a fair picture of
Essequebo at this period, and very little progress was
made for a long time. Two cargoes of slaves were
brought to Essequebo, and three sugar plantations
started for the Company, and in Berbice there were
five estates belonging to private settlers. It may
be presumed that these were much inferior to that
of De Graaf.

From the beginning there had been few Indian
difficulties in Essequebo, but in Berbice sufficient
care was not taken to prevent red slaves being
bought ; this was always a cause of trouble, and
was ultimately prohibited. In Essequebo this was
done in 1686, when a proclamation was issued that
no one should buy such slaves without first bringing
them before the Commander, on pain of confis-
cation.

In 1686 an attempt was made to again settle the
Pomeroon, but with little success. Three years later
it was attacked by a French pirate, who burnt the
little fort and the few huts of the planters, after
which the project was entirely abandoned. Kijk-
over-al was not then attacked, but in 1708 came a
French privateer named Anthony Ferry with three
vessels and three hundred men. A few soldiers were
sent down the river when their arrival was reported,
but they could do nothing. The enemy came up
the river, burning the Indian villages on its banks,
anchoring at last opposite Bartica. Here the
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manager of Plantation Vryheid tried, with the aid
of his slaves, to stop their landing, but the enemy,
simply laughed at them. These defenders fled to
the bush, and the manager sent to the fort for help.
But the Commander thought it better to keep inside
his refuge, for he knew well that his force was
insufficient for an attack. To save the plantations
he was ultimately compelled to ransom the colony,
for 50,000 guilders, which was paid in slaves and
goods, with only 2,500 guilders in cash.

In connection with the corsair raids on Essequebo
it is stated that in 1709 a second party came and
finished the work of the first. They plundered and
burnt both the Company’s and private estates, took
away five hundred hogsheads of sugar and a number
of slaves, so that there remained but two sugar-mills
in the colony.

Berbice suffered in 1712 from Cassard’s people,
with serious results. Under the command of Baron
Mouans three large and several small vessels attacked
Fort Nassau. The Commander refused to surrender
until the neighbouring plantations had been plundered
and the fort bombarded for three days. The corsairs
then demanded a larger ransom than the colony could
pay ; after a great deal of talk this was reduced
to half. Even 300,000 guilders was quite beyond
the means of this small settlement ; still, nothing
remained to be done but to try and satisfy these
people, who only worked for prize money. By
scraping up everything portable the Governor of
Berbice succeeded in getting 118,024 guilders in
slaves, sugar, stores, and a barque, the balance being
given in a bill of exchange on the mercantile house
of Van Peere, the proprietors of the colony. Not
yet satisfied, the corsairs demanded a further 10,000



HISTORY 85

guilders in cash, which was more than the colony
possessed, but at last 6,000 was collected and the
balance made up with gold and silver trinkets and
ornaments and a few pieces of plate.

As security for the draft two of the members of
the Council were taken to France, one of whom died
on the voyage and the other about a year and a
half after his arrival. He was not liberated because
the Van Peeres refused to accept the bill on the
ground that the amount was more than the wvalue
of Berbice.

The Marseilles merchants who fitted out Cassard
wanted money, not territory ; the corsairs fought
for themselves, not for the Government. It followed,
therefore, that no claim was made for Berbice when
peace was signed at Utrecht in 1713, the only
reference being a demand of the French Ambassador
that the Van Peeres should be forced to pay.
Nothing, however, was done for some time, and mean-
while Berbice was in a curious position, for under
the laws of that time the produce could only be
shipped to the Netherlands, for it was not French
territory. There were no means of collecting the
money, but at the same time the people of Berbice
were not prepared to do anything that might result
in reprisals when another war came and the corsairs
were again let loose. It was a deadlock that could
only be got over by an agreement between the parties.
At last one of the French merchants went to Amster-
dam and sold the bill for 108,000 guilders to three
Dutchmen, who thus became owners of Berbice, with
the Van Peeres, who, no doubt, were concerned in
the transaction. This was known as the Van Hoorn's
Company from the name of the principal shareholder.

Berbice did not flourish, for the capital of the
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Company was too small, and there was little profit,
which was what all the trading companies wanted,
but rarely got. After six years it was therefore
decided to establish a new Company to be called the
Association of the Owners of the Colony of Berbice,
with a capital of 3,200,000 guilders. The prospectus
stated that the colony was admirably situated and
the soil suitable for sugar-cane, the proof of which
was shown by the fact that there were already six
plantations. There were two estates in cacao, and
indigo, coffee, cotton, and anatto could also be grown.
There was a great fort (Fort Nassau) and a guard-
house between the fort and the mouth of the river,
a redoubt opposite the fort, and four posts in the
interior. On all the plantations there were 8gg
slaves, and the produce of 1721 was calculated at
700 hogsheads of sugar, besides other things.

There was no great demand for the shares, only
about three-fourths being subscribed, and even these
were not properly paid up. However, the * Societat "
was formed, with a proper directorate, who attempted
to make the colony of more importance. The then
Governor Tierens was promised 1,200 slaves to open
out about ten new sugar plantations, and ordered to
increase the cultivation of other things. Coffee had
lately been introduced into Surinam, and the Governor
of that colony sent a boatload of beans to start it
in Berbice.

The West India Company, finding that something
was being done, tried to enforce their supreme rights,
but the directors told them that Berbice was captured
by French privateers and redeemed by the former
owners. The dispute lasted some time, and was only,
settled by the necessity for slaves, which only the
West India Company could supply. This caused
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the Berbice Association to agree to pay 300 guilders
for every vessel sent to the colony.

Not quite satisfied, and thinking that possibly the
West India Company might at some future time refuse
to continue the grant, the Berbice Association decided
to apply to the States-General for a charter, which
was granted on the 27th of September, 1732. Under
this charter an annual head-tax of fifty pounds of
sugar for each inhabitant was imposed, a customs
duty of 23 per cent. on both exports and
imports, and a tonnage duty. No other taxes
could be imposed during the first ten years, and
not even afterwards without consent of the States-
General. Thus Berbice became a chartered colony
and thus conditions were imposed not always favour-
able to its development in the future.

Essequebo was of little importance as a colony until
the arrival of Laurens Storm van ’'s Gravesande, who
arrived there as secretary in 1738. Hermanus Gels-
kerke was then Commander, and at once the relations
between the chief and his secretary became very
cordial. For some time the Commander had seen the
necessity for considerable changes, the principal being
a removal from Kijk-over-al to the mouth of th