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T H E B L A C K M A N . 3 

I. 

I H A V E t h o u g h t t h a t a s h o r t life of T O U S S A I N T 
L o u V E R T U R E m i g h t b e de s i r ab l e for t w o p u r p o s e s : — 
o n e i s , t h a t i t m a y , in s o m e d e g r e e , w e a k e n t h a t b i t ­
t e r p r e j u d i c e of color , w h i c h den ies t h e b l a c k s t h e 
r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s — w h i c h dr ives t h e m a w a y f rom t h e 
C o m m u n i o n - t a b l e — a n d w i l l n o t l e t t h e m e n t e r a n 
o m n i b u s , no r , if i t c a n p r e v e n t i t , i n t o H e a v e n . 

T h e o t h e r i s , t h a t i t m a y e n c o u r a g e t h e b l a c k s t o 
dese rve r e s p e c t a n d h o n o r — a s h e d i d — b y g r o w i n g 
i n d u s t r i o u s , a n d r i ch , a n d i n t e l l i g e n t , a n d b r a v e , a n d 
n o b l e , a n d s t r o n g , a n d so p r o v e t h e i r m a n h o o d 
a g a i n s t a l l infidels , n o r t h a n d s o u t h — i n t h e C h u r c h 
a n d o u t of i t . 

I t s h o u l d b e b o r n e i n m i n d , t h a t T o u s s a i n t w a s a 
n e g r o , a n d t h a t h e w a s n o t m o r e a s h a m e d of b e i n g 
b l a c k t h a n he sh o u l d b e of b e i n g w h i t e . 
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II. 

C O L U M B U S ca l led t h e I s l a n d of S t . D o m i n g o 
" T h e P a r a d i s e of G o d . " T h e b e a u t y of i t s v a l l e y s , 
t h e w i l d n e s s of i t s m o u n t a i n s , t h e t r o p i c a l l u x u r i ­
a n c e of i t s p l a i n s , confirm h is op in ion . B u t t h e S p a n ­
ia rds w h o fo l lowed h i m c a r e d n o t for b e a u t y or f ru i t -
f u l n e s s ; t h e y w e r e h u n g r i e r t h e n t h a n n o w for gold , 
a n d p l u n g e d i n t o t h e b o s o m of t h e beau t i fu l i s land for 
t h a t : a m i l l i on of t h e s i m p l e n a t i v e s w a s sacrificed 
w i t h o u t m e r c y or ca re , t o d i scover a n d d ig t h e y e l l o w 
m e t a l . L a s Casas o n l y w a s m o v e d t o p i t y , and h e 
said, " M i g h t n o t t h e grosser and ha rd i e r Afr ican be 
m a d e t o t a k e t h e s e b u r d e n s , a n d s p a r e t h i s d e s t r u c t i o n 
of t h e m i l d I n d i a n s ? " 

T o s t e a l , t o s educe , a n d t o b u y n e g r o e s from t h e 
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African coas t s , a n d t o sel l t h e m t o t h i s i s land, soon 
b e c a m e a g r e a t a n d prof i tab le traffic, y i e l d i n g l a r g e 
r e t u r n s t o t h e L i sbon m e r c h a n t s . K i n g s a n d e m p e r o r s 
p a r t i c i p a t e d in i t , and b i shops did n o t a l w a y s c o n d e m n . 
T h r e e h u n d r e d s lave sh ips , eve ry yea r , s p r e a d r o b b e r y , 
conf lagra t ion , a n d c a r n a g e a l o n g t h e Afr ican coas ts .* 
E i g h t y t h o u s a n d c r e a t u r e s , t o r n from t h e i r h o m e s , 
c r o w d e d t h e i r ho lds , a n d w e r e ca r r i ed t o m a r k e t . 
" T h e l a w s a n d u s a g e s of Africa, fo rbade t h i s , " b u t 
t h o s e of E u r o p e did n o t . t 

A s e a r l y as t h e y e a r 1 5 0 3 , t h e i m p o r t a t i o n of m e n 
from G u i n e a b e g a n , b lessed b y t h e P o p e , e n c o u r a g e d 
b y t h e S t a t e . A t t h a t t i m e , t o o , i t w a s no d i sg race , 
and n o t r a r e t o sel l w h i t e s laves ;+ b u t t h e y w e r e p o o r 
c r e a t u r e s a p t , t o o soon, t o b r e a k d o w n . T h e t r u e 
sou rces of w e a l t h in t h e i s l and w e r e found t o b e in t h e 
fruitful e a r t h , n o t in t h e u n e x p l o r e d m i n e s , a n d af ter t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t of t h e w e s t e r n p a r t b y t h e B u c c a n e e r s , a n d 
t h e s u p r e m a c y over i t of F r a n c e , e m i g r a t i o n b e c a m e 
t h e r a g e . I t w a s found to b e p r o f i t a b l e — p l a n t a t i o n s 
w e r e o p e n e d ; t h e c r y of " S u g a r ! " w a s h e a r d ; 
t h i r t y p e r c en t , profi t s e d u c e d cap i t a l ; t h e i m p o r t a ­
t i o n of b l a c k s laves w a s s t i m u l a t e d . § I n t h e y e a r 
1 7 9 0 , t h e i r n u m b e r s h a d c o m e t o b e 4 8 0 , 0 0 0 , w h i l e 
t h a t of t h e w h i t e s w a s s o m e 35 ,000 , a n d of t h e free 
p e o p l e of color , a b o u t 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 

A l l t h e s e 4 8 0 ,000 w e r e w o r k e d t o p u r p o s e . T h e y 
w e r e n o t t h e r e t o s e e k t h e i r o w n good , b u t t o r a i se 
s u g a r a n d coffee for o t h e r s — a n d t h e y w e r e m a d e t o 
do i t . So t h e i s l and e x p o r t e d , in 1788 , some 5 ,000 ,000 

• L A C R O I X , Man., etc., v . 1 . , p . 1 7 . 
+ 13. E D W A R D S , p . 2 0 2 . 

+ B R O W N ' S Hist., p . 3 6 . 
§ E D W A R D S , p . 1 4 3 . 
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p o u n d s s t e r l i ng* w o r t h of t h e s e t h i n g s , and t h e m e r ­
c a n t i l e w o r l d w a s e x u l t a n t . N o n e a s k e d if t h e men of 
S t . D o m i n g o w e r e s t e a d i l y a d v a n c i n g in i n t e l l e c t , a n d 
consc i ence , a n d s t r e n g t h , a n d m a n h o o d . W h o d e ­
m a n d e d schools ? W h o b u i l t hosp i t a l s ? W h o t h a n k e d 
G o d for a n e w idea in S t . D o m i n g o ? L i t e r a t u r e a n d 
t h e A r t s w e r e u n k n o w n a n d u n h e e d e d ; n o t t h e s e , b u t 
" S u g a r ! s u g a r ! m o r e s u g a r ! " w a s a l w a y s h e a r d . 

T h e r e t u r n s p e r n e g r o w e r e g r e a t e r in S t . D o m i n g o 
t h a n in J a m a i c a , o w i n g t o one or b o t h of t h e s e causes : 
1st , t h a t t h e l a n d w a s m o r e fruitful ; or , 2d , t h a t t h e 
m e n w e r e h a r d e r w o r k e d . 

S t . D o m i n g o w a s , t h e n , a t r o p i c a l pa r ad i s e , a b o u t t h e 
y e a r 1790 ! T h e p l a n t e r s w e r e d e e p l y in d e b t + — n i g h 
e v e r y e s t a t e h e a v i l y m o r t g a g e d — y e t t h e y g o t l a r g e 
r e t u r n s a n d p a i d h e a v y i n t e r e s t s — t h e m e r c h a n t s 
f re igh ted t h e i r sh ips , a n d m a d e r i ch c o m m i s s i o n s ; 
F r a n c e found p l ace s for h e r favor i te c o u r t i e r s , a n d a 
r e a d y m a r k e t for h e r w a r e s . T r a v e l e r s w e r e d e l i g h t e d 
w i t h t h e b a l m of t h e a t m o s p h e r e , t h e h o s p i t a l i t y of t h e 
p l a n t e r s , a n d t h e heed les sness of t h e n e g r o e s . H u m ­
b o l d t w a s c h a r m e d — h e said : " E v e r y evening" t h e s laves 
of b o t h sexes w e r e t o b e s een d a n c i n g in fest ive cir­
c l e s — a n d t h e s o u n d of m u s i c a n d t h e vo ice of g l a d n e s s 
w e r e h e a r d on a l l s ides . " H a p p y s l a v e s ! s i m p l e 
t r a v e l e r . 

' T i s t r u e , s o m e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t , a w a y i n t h e p a s t 
(1522,)+ t h e s laves h a d r i sen , s la in t h e i r oversee r s , a n d 

* DALMAS s a y s 1 3 5 , 7 G 8 , 0 0 0 f rancs . Prof . , p . 9. 
f " F o r e n o r m o u s d e b t s w e r e d u e t o t h e c o m m e r c i a l t o w n s of F r a n c o 

f r o m t h e p l a n t e r s . " — B i t o w x ' s Hist., p . 2 2 7 . [ B r o w n d e t e s t e d the R e v o ­
l u t i o n , a n d h a d n o fa i th in t h e n e g r o e s . ] + B R O W N , p . 3 8 . 
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b e e n h u n g b y s c o r e s : t h i s w a s b u t t h e b e g i n n i n g . 
O t h e r da r i ng , d e s p e r a t e m e n h a d h e a d e d t h e m in 1 7 0 2 . 
A g a i n , P o l y d o r (1724) , a t t h e h e a d of his b r i g a n d s , 
h a d r a v a g e d a n d assass ina ted . M a c a n d a l , t h e o n e -
h a n d e d n e g r o , h a d b e e n b u r n t a l ive a t t h e C a p e , in 
1 7 5 8 , a n d a supe r s t i t i ous m e m o r y of t h e d e s p e r a t e 
chief l i ved a m o n g t h e n e g r o e s . H e h a d p r o v e d h is 
b r o t h e r h o o d t o t h e B o r g i a s b y h i s u s e of p o i s o n ; 
w i t h his M a r o o n s b e h i n d h i m , for yea r s h e h a d b e e n t h e 
t e r r o r of t h e w h i t e s . T h e Chief K e b i n d a h a d filled 
t h e m o u n t a i n s w i t h h i s f ame , as R o b R o y h a s t h e h i l l s 
of S c o t l a n d . 
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I I I . 

T H E m u l a t t o y e t ho ld s a d o u b t f u l p l a c e i n t h e h i s ­
t o r y and des t iny of m a n . I t is u r g e d b y m a n y , t h a t 
h e has los t t h a t p u r e a n d u n l i m i t e d s e n s u o u s n a t u r e 
w h i c h , in t h e b l a c k , w i l l b e t h e bas is for a n e w 
a n d s u r p r i s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d t h a t h e ha s n o t 
g a i n e d t h e force of wi l l a n d n e r v o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l p o w e r 
w h i c h , in t h e p r e s e n t t i m e , g ives t h e Caucas i an r a c e 
t h e con t ro l of t h e w o r l d . I f th i s be so, w e can look in 
t h e m b u t for an i m i t a t i v e c iv i l iza t ion a n d a t e m p o r a r y 
ex i s t ence , and t h e i r l a rge p r o d u c t i o n in s lave c o u n t r i e s 
is t h e n , a t leas t , a w a s t e . W e wi l l l ook a t t h e m for a 
m o m e n t as t h e y ex i s t ed in S t . D o m i n g o , w h e r e t h e y 
n e a r l y e q u a l e d t h e w h i t e s in n u m b e r s . 

W h e n t h e R e v o l u t i o n b r o k e o u t in F r a n c e , l av i sh 
l u x u r y a b o u n d e d a m o n g t h e p l a n t e r s in t h e c o l o n y 
of S t . D o m i n g o ; b u t t h e p o o r w h i t e s , " t h e p e t i t s 
b l a n c s , " w e r e p o o r a n d d i scouraged , as t h e y a re in 
a l l s lave c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d w e r e env ious of t h e r i ch 
p l a n t e r s . 

T h e w h i t e s se t u p t h e t r e e of l i b e r t y , a n d s h o u t e d 
over t h e r i g h t s of m a n , as t h e y did in P a r i s . T h e 
p o o r w h i t e s ( the p e t i t s b lancs ) w e r e b i t t e r , t h e m u l a t -
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toes d i s c o n t e n t , and t h e s laves r eck less , or su l len , or 
indifferent . T h e p l a n t e r s d id n o t be l i eve t h e m s e l v e s 
fools or m a d ! W h e n t h e m u l a t t o L a c o m b p r e s e n t e d 
his p e t i t i o n t o t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , a s k i n g t h e r i g h t s a n d 
p r iv i l eges of a m a n , in t h e n a m e of t h e F a t h e r , Son , 
a n d H o l y G h o s t , h e w a s on ly h a n g e d for do ing i t . 
W h e n a r e s p e c t a b l e p l a n t e r , B e a u d i e r e , a t P e t i t e 
G o a v e , p r e s e n t e d a p e t i t i o n , a s k i n g for r i g h t s for t h e 
m u l a t t o e s , h e w a s s i m p l y der ided , a n d t h e n t o r n i n 
p ieces .* T h e t e m p e r of t h e t i m e s w a s h o t . 

M a n y of t h e m u l a t t o e s w e r e r i ch , m a n y e d u c a t e d , 
w i t h t h e t a s t e s a n d m a n n e r s of w e l l - b r e d m e n . T h e 
w h i t e s h a t e d t h e m from t h e m o m e n t t h a t i t a p p e a r e d 
t h a t t h e " r i g h t s of m a n " i n c l u d e d them, a n d t h a t t h e y 
k n e w i t . T h e se l f -cons t i tu ted G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y of 
t h e w h i t e s dec la red " t h a t t h e y w o u l d r a t h e r die t h a n 
p a r t i c i p a t e t h e i r po l i t i ca l r i g h t s w i t h a b a s t a r d a n d 
d e g e n e r a t e r a c e . " B o t h p a r t i e s k n e w w h o h a d m a d e 
t h e m b a s t a r d s ; a n d t h e inj u re r s a l w a y s h a t e t h e 
in ju red . 

T h e m u l a t t o e s w e r e b y t h o u s a n d s t h e s laves of t h e i r 
o w n f a the r s—of ten freed, and favored, b u t al l despised. 
T h e m u r d e r - s p o t s w o u l d n e v e r o u t ; no t i m e , no 
t a l e n t , n o w e a l t h , no v i r t u e , n o genius," cou ld w a s h 
a w a y t h e s ta in . Afr ican b lood, even if of p r i nce s , 
" t a i n t e d t h e c h a r a c t e r for eve r ! " t T h e i r cond i t ion 
w a s w o r s e , " i n t r u t h , m u c h w o r s e , " t h a n t h e s ame 
class in t h e B r i t i s h I s lands .+ 

T h e y cou ld ho ld no p u b l i c office—no m u l a t t o could 

* L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 20 . 
t B R O W N E ' S Hist. and Present Condition, p . 3, P l i l a d . 1887. 
+ B R Y A N E D W A R D S , p . 9. 

1* 
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b e a p r i e s t , or a phys i c i an , or l a w y e r , or s c h o o l m a s t e r . 
H e cou ld n o t even t a k e t h e s u r n a m e of his fa ther . 
T h e y w e r e as t h e T ie r s E t a t of a n c i e n t F r a n c e , w h i c h 
a t las t d r o w n e d t h e nob le s se in t h e i r o w n b l o o d . B y 
a l a w (no t of ten enforced) a m u l a t t o w h o s t r u c k a 
w h i t e m a n , u p o n a n y p r e t e x t , w a s t o h a v e t h a t h a n d 
s t r u c k off ; a w h i t e m a n w h o s t r u c k a free m u l a t t o 
w a s d ismissed w i t h a smal l fine.* 

B y l a w , t h e free m u l a t t o e s w e r e a t t h e m e r c y of 
t h e K i n g ' s a r m y officers — t h e y cou ld b e c o m p e l l e d 
t o serve indef in i te ly in t h e a r m y , as ho r se or foot, 
w i t h o u t p a y , t o p r o v i d e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h a r m s a n d t o 
defray t h e i r expenses . T h e y w e r e free m u l a t t o e s , 
t r u l y , b u t t h e s laves of t h e S t a t e . 

T h e y cou ld a c q u i r e p r o p e r t y — t h e p u r s u i t of w e a l t h 
a lone w a s free. M a n y w e r e , the re fo re , i m m e n s e l y r i ch . 
T h e p r e s e n c e of c u l t i v a t e d a n d m a n l y fe l lows , s u c h as 
s o m e of t he se m u l a t t o e s w e r e , in P a r i s , i nc reased t h e 
zeal of t h e e x t r e m e R e p u b l i c a n s in t h e i r favor, a n d t h e 
soc ie ty of " A m i s des N o i r s " t ( formed in 1787) c o m ­
p r i s ed s o m e of t h e be s t a n d m o s t b r i l l i a n t m e n of 
F r a n c e . T h e s e asser ted , w i t h p o w e r and e l o q u e n c e , 
t h a t t h e civil r i gh t s of t h i s class of "free men" i n t h e 
F r e n c h Colonies w e r e g u a r a n t e e d b y t h e D e c l a r a t i o n 
of R i g h t s . 

T o t h i s class b e l o n g e d V i n c e n t Ogé , t h e son of a 
r i ch coffee-planter of S t . D o m i n g o . E d u c a t e d in 
Pa r i s , a c c u s t o m e d t h e r e t o t h e soc ie ty of t h e first m e n , 
t h e e q u a l of Br i sso t , L a f a y e t t e , Grego i r e , a n d o t h e r s , 
h e felt k e e n l y , s a w c lea r ly , and a t las t d e t e r m i n e d 
r a s h l y t o seize w h a t t h e r i g h t s of m a n a n d t h e F r e n c h 

* E D W A R D S , p . 12 . t L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p. 16. 
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n a t i o n a s se r t ed and a d m i t t e d , w h a t o n l y a few b l i n d e d 
p l a n t e r s a n d s lave-dr ivers refused a n d den ied h i m . 

H i s p l a n s w e r e k n o w n in S t . D o m i n g o before h e 
r e a c h e d t h e r e . H e l a n d e d from an A m e r i c a n s loop 
on t h e n o r t h side of t h e is land, on t h e 23d of O c t o b e r , 
1790 ,* freed a n d a r m e d h i s m o t h e r ' s s laves, d r e w t o 
his cause a smal l n u m b e r of m u l a t t o e s , ( some 300 i n 
a l l ) — w a s defeated , d r iven i n t o t h e Span i sh p a r t of t h e 
i s l and , w a s g iven u p b y t h e S p a n i a r d s , b r o u g h t t o 
C a p F r a n ç o i s , t h e chief t o w n of t h e is land, a n d exe­
c u t e d speed i ly a n d w i t h o u t m e r c y . T h e s e n t e n c e r a n 
t h u s : t — " T h e c o u r t c o n d e m n s t h e said V i n c e n t O g é , 
a free q u a r t e r o n of D a n d o n , a n d J e a n B a p t i s t Cha -
v a n n e , a free q u a r t e r o n of L a G r a n d e R iv iè re , t o 
b e b r o u g h t b y t h e p u b l i c e x e c u t i o n e r before t h e 
g r e a t door of t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h of t h e c i ty , a n d t h e r e , 
u n c o v e r e d , i n t h e i r sh i r t s , w i t h r o p e s a b o u t t h e i r 
necks , on t h e i r ba r e k n e e s , e t c . * * * T h i s b e i n g d o n e 
t h e y a re t h e n t o b e t a k e n t o t h e P l a c e d ' A r m e s , a n d to 
t h e o p p o s i t e side t o t h a t a p p o i n t e d for t h e e x e c u t i o n 
of w h i t e p e o p l e , a n d h a v e t h e i r a r m s , l egs , t h i g h s , a n d 
r ibs b r o k e n , a l ive , u p o n a scaffold e r e c t e d for t h a t 
p u r p o s e , a n d p l a c e d b y t h e e x e c u t i o n e r u p o n w h e e l s 
w i t h t h e i r faces t u r n e d t o w a r d s h e a v e n , t h e r e t o 
r e m a i n as l o n g as i t sha l l p l ea se G o d t o p r e s e r v e life ; 
after t h i s , t he i r h e a d s t o b e seve red from t h e i r bod ies 
a n d exposed on s t a k e s , t h e i r goods t o b e confiscated, 
e t c . " ! 

H o w l o n g i t p l ea sed G o d (!) t o p r e s e r v e t h e i r l ives 
w e a re n o t in formed. H i s b r o t h e r a n d o n e o t h e r 

* B R O W N . L A C R O I X , p . 55 . E D W A R D S s a y s . 12 th Oct . , p . 4G. 

t L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 64 . + Quarterly Rev., N o . 4 2 . 
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suffered t h e s a m e f a t e , — t w e n t y - o n e w e r e h a n g e d a n d 
t h i r t e e n c o n d e m n e d t o t h e ga l l eys for life. T h u s w a s 
t h e devi l w o r s h i p e d in t h e y e a r of g r a c e 1790 . 

T h e s e j u d i c i a l massac re s s e n t a t h r i l l of h o r r o r 
t h r o u g h e a r t h a n d h e a v e n . T h e deeds w e r e d o n e — 
n o t b y s a v a g e s — n o t b y s l a v e s — n o t b y b e a s t s — b u t by 
e n l i g h t e n e d m e n of a m o s t civilized n a t i o n — w h i c h 
h a d h e a r d t h e n a m e of J e s u s for c e n t u r i e s . T h e v ib ra ­
t ion r e a c h e d across t h e ocean a n d shook t h e h e a r t of 
F r a n c e . T h e friends of t h e b l acks w e r e e l o q u e n t , t h e 
fr iends of s lavery d u m b . T h e q u e s t i o n w a s p r e s sed , 
a n d on t h e 1 5 t h of M a y , 1 7 9 1 , * t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y 
pas sed t h e famous dec ree w h i c h dec la red t h a t t h e p e o ­
p l e of co lor b o r n of free p a r e n t s — n o t t h e b l a c k s — 
w e r e e n t i t l e d t o a n d sh o u l d b e a l l o w e d al l t h e p r iv i ­
leges of F r e n c h c i t i zens . T h e sufferings of t h e Ogés 
h a d sanctif ied t h e m m a r t y r s . D e e p i n t h e h e a r t s of t h e 
m u l a t t o e s w a s t h e i r m e m o r y che r i shed , a n d t h e y v o w e d 
v e n g e a n c e ; t h e y seized t h e i r a r m s , for t h e w h i t e s 
t h r e a t e n e d . T h i s dec ree , r a i s ing t h e m t o a civil e q u a l ­
i t y , r o u s e d t h e scorn of t h e w h i t e s a n d a g g r a v a t e d t h e 
i r r i t a t i o n t o a fierce fever. D i s sens ion had w e a k e n e d 
t h e w h i t e s : d u r i n g t h e y e a r (1790) a s t r u g g l e w e n t 
on b e t w e e n t h e officers a p p o i n t e d b y t h e C r o w n and t h e 
Colonia l A s s e m b l i e s , a n d n o w t h e i r h o u r w a s c o m i n g , 
a n d t h e y k n e w i t n o t . " Y e s , " said M i r a b e a u , " t h e y 
s leep on t h e v e r g e of t h e vo lcano , a n d t h e first c o n v u l ­
sions do n o t w a k e n t h e m . " T h e y t o r e off t h e t r i co lo r 
c o c k a d e a n d t r a m p l e d i t u n d e r f o o t — t h e y d e t e r m i n e d 
t o res is t t h e foul i n d i g n i t y of s i t t i ng in t h e assembl ies 
side b y s ide w i t h co lored m e n (even if t h e i r o w n 

* E D W A R D S , p . 65. Quarterly Review, N o . 4 2 . 
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sons) a t all hazards . T h e y forced B l a n c h e l a n d e ( the 
Gove rno r ) to p r o m i s e t o s u s p e n d t h e ope ra t i on of t h e 
obnox ious dec ree . T h e y de r ided t h e idea of d a n g e r 
from t h e slaves ; t h e free mulattoes w e r e t o b e g u a r d ­
ed aga in s t . " I k n o w , " sa id M. O d e l u c , " I k n o w 
t h e s laves ; t h e y l ove t h e i r m a s t e r s ; e x p e r i e n c e ha s 
t a u g h t m e t h a t t h e y confide in t h o s e w h o feed a n d 
g o v e r n t h e m . " * M. O d e l u c w a s a fool, and t oo soon 
m e t a fool 's fate . H e left a l a rge p o s t e r i t y , w h o 
be l ieve t o r u l e m e n , w h i t e a n d b lack , b y fear. Al l 
despo t i sm r e s t s u p o n t h a t p r i n c i p l e . D e s p o t i s m 
is infidel i ty s y s t e m a t i z e d ; i t s p r i n c i p l e is a l ie ; i t s 
c o m p a n i o n s i g n o r a n c e and d e g r a d a t i o n , and i t s frui ts 
r evo lu t i on a n d d e s t r u c t i o n . 

* The Hour and the Man. 



14 T H E F E A S T OF S T . LOUIS. [ 1 7 9 1 . 

IV, 

B U T n o w , w h e n al l w a s p r o s p e r i t y , m u c h s u g a r 
g r o u n d ou t , w h e n t h e s laves of b o t h sexes w e r e seen 
d a n c i n g eve ry n i g h t , w h e n " L i b e r t y ! " a n d " T o 
a r m s ! T o a r m s !" w e r e on eve ry t o n g u e , w h o cou ld 
fear or s u s p e c t t h e b l a c k s ! T h e h a p p y , care less 
c r ea tu re s w h o loved t h e i r m a s t e r s . 

" N o t a s p a r r o w falls t o t h e g r o u n d w i t h o u t t h e 
k n o w l e d g e of G o d , " ha s b e e n t r u l y s a i d — n o t a p e b b l e 
rol ls from i t s m o u n t a i n - b e d , b u t t h e re la t ions of m a t t e r 
in t h e w h o l e c rea t ion are c h a n g e d : for t h e l a w s of 
g r av i t a t i on a re un ive r sa l , a n d sus ta in t h e w o r l d s . 
N o r is m i n d less un ive r sa l or less m i g h t y t h a n m a t t e r . 
N o t h o u g h t is t h o u g h t , no w o r d is s p o k e n , no ac t is 
a c t e d , b u t i t t h r i l l s t h e m i n d of t h e u n i v e r s e . W e 
m a y n o t b e consc ious of th i s , y e t i t m u s t b e so ; a n d 
i t is we l l , t he re fo re , for eve ry m a n to see t o i t , t h a t h is 
sec re t t h o u g h t s a re n o b l e , n o t base . 

T h e i n n a t e necess i ty for f reedom h a d found expres ­
s ion in F r a n c e , a n d t h e loft iest a sp i ra t ions a n d m o s t 
e a r n e s t h o p e s w e n t , l ike t h e l i g h t n i n g , from m i n d t o 
m i n d , from m a n t o m a n , from n a t i o n t o na t ion , a n d 
l i gh t ed even t h e b e n i g h t e d m i n d of t h e s lave i n S t . 
D o m i n g o . 

T h u s m a t t e r s s tood in 1789 . T h e T h i r d E s t a t e , 
t h e s laves in F r a n c e had r i sen , a n d g r a sped t h e 
h a n d l e of t h e w h i p . C e n t u r i e s of po l i t i ca l and 
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ecc les ias t ica l m i s r u l e a n d prof l igacy h a d e x a s p e r a t e d 
t h e p e o p l e t o a s t a t e of f renzy. T h e b a t t l e of l i b e r t y 
a n d d e s p o t i s m w a s b e g u n ; t h e Bas t i l e h a d fal len ! 
T h e p r i n c i p l e s of m a n h o o d h a d b e e n a s se r t ed and 
seized ; t h e p e t i t b l ancs in S t . D o m i n g o fel t t h e 
i m p u l s e , a n d asp i red t o se l f -gove rnmen t . T h e w h i t e s 
w e r e r e n t i n to pa r t i e s*—for t h e k i n g a n d aga in s t t h e 
k i n g — b u t a l l aga ins t t h e m e n of color " l e s sangs 
m e l é e s . " 

T h e free m u l a t t o e s c l a imed t h e i r r i g h t s , a n d h a d 
p r e s e n t e d O g é as t h e i r b l o o d y s a c r a m e n t . T h e i r r i g h t s 
w e r e dec l a r ed b y t h e F r e n c h n a t i o n ; — t h e i r r i g h t s 
w e r e res i s t ed b y t h e w h o l e b o d y of t h e p l a n t e r s . 
A r m s w e r e in eve ry h a n d ; a l l w a s c o m b u s t i b l e , a n d a 
s p a r k m i g h t s t a r t t h e conf lagra t ion . 

T h e w h i t e s a n d m u l a t t o e s s tood u p o n t h e t h i n 
c r u s t of t h e c r a t e r ; u n d e r t h e i r feet w e r e four h u n d r e d 
a n d e i g h t y t h o u s a n d n e g r o slaves. 

On t h e 2 5 t h of A u g u s t w a s t h e feast of S t . L o u i s . 
F o r t h e w e e k p r e c e d i n g , t h e p l a n t e r s g a t h e r e d 

a t C a p F r a n ç o i s , t o c o n c e r t m e a s u r e s aga ins t t h e 
m u l a t t o e s — a g a i n s t t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y a n d — t o 
d ine . T h e g r e a t m e n , a n d t h e r i ch , a n d t h e b r a v e , 
w e r e t h e r e . I t w a s n o t a t i m e t o d r ive t h e s laves ; 
a n d d u r i n g t h a t w e e k t h e y " d a n c e d " m o r e t h a n 
before . O n t h e e v e n i n g of t h e 2 2 d A u g u s t , + t h e b e s t 
d i shes of t h e cook H e n r i (a b o r n p r i n c e , w h o s e f u t u r e 
n o one cou ld s u s p e c t ) t e m p t e d t h e p a l a t e s of t h e b o r n 
w h i t e s . I n b r a v e counse l s , in denunc i a t i ons of t h e 
m u l a t t o e s , in songs for B l a n c h e l a n d e a n d L i b e r t y , t h e 

* L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . S3 . 

t B R O W N a n d M A R T I N E A U . L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 9 0 . 
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t i m e passed , t h e w i n e flowed, a n d h e a r t s s w e l l e d — s o 
t h e s h a d o w s of t h e n i g h t s to le on . L i g h t ! m o r e 
l i g h t ! w a s cal led for ; t h e y t h r e w o p e n t h e j a lousées ; 
cu r ious black, faces s w a r m e d a b o u t t h e p i a z z a s — b u t 
w h a t m e a n t t h a t du l l g l a r e w h i c h r e a c h e d t h e s u l t r y 
sky ! T h e p a r t y w a s b r o k e n u p — t h e y r u s h e d t o t h e 
w i n d o w s — t h e y cou ld smel l t h e h e a v y s m o k e — t h e y 
could h e a r t h e d i s t a n t t r a m p of feet . T h e b a n d , 
u n b i d d e n , s t r u c k t h e M a r s e l l a i s e ; i t w a s c a u g h t u p i n 
t h e s t r e e t s ; and from m o u t h to m o u t h , t o w a r d t h e 
r i c h P l a i n d u Nord , passed a l o n g t h e s o n g : 

" L e j o u r de g l o i r e e s t a r r i v é ! 
A u x a r m e s ! a u x a r m e s ! p o u r L i b e r t é ! "* 

C o n s t e r n a t i o n fo l lowed t h e f e a s t — e a c h m a n g r a s p e d 
his a r m s — i n t o t h e m i d s t of t h e c o m p a n y r u s h e d a 
n e g r o covered w i t h d u s t , p a n t i n g w i t h h e a t . H e 
s o u g h t his m a s t e r . P a l e w i t h fear, a n d exc i t ed w i t h 
w i n e , he rece ived h i m on t h e p o i n t of h is s w o r d . As 
t h e life and b lood flowed, h e g a s p e d , " O h , m a s t e r ! 
Oh , m a s t e r ! " M u r m u r s of d i s a p p r o b a t i o n filled t h e 
r o o m , b u t i t w a s t oo l a t e — t h e h o u r h a d c o m e ! t h e 
s laves h a d r i sen . T h i s p o o r c r e a t u r e h a d w i s h e d t o 
save t h e m a n t h a t o w n e d h i m . 

T h e rebe l l ion b r o k e o u t on t h e p l a n t a t i o n of N o e , 
n ine mi les from C a p F r a n ç o i s . A t m i d n i g h t t h e 
s laves s o u g h t t h e ref iner a n d h is a p p r e n t i c e , a n d 
h e w e d t h e m in p i e c e s — t h e ove r see r t h e y sho t . T h e y 
t h e n p r o c e e d e d t o t h e h o u s e of Mr . C l e m e n t — h e w a s 
k i l led b y h i s pos t i l l ion . T h e y p r o c e e d e d from p l a n -

* " T h e d a y h a s c o m e — t h e g l o r i o u s d a y ! 
T o a r m s 1 t o arms I for L i b e r t y 1 " 
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t a t i o n t o p l a n t a t i o n , m u r d e r i n g t h e w h i t e s ; t h e i r 
r a n k s swe l l ed b y c r o w d s of s c a r r e d a n d d e s p e r a t e 
m e n , w h o h a d n o t h i n g t o lose b u t life ; a n d life w i t h 
s l ave ry w a s n o t so s w e e t as r e v e n g e . E v e r y w h e r e , 
t h e y a p p l i e d t h e t o r c h t o t h e s u g a r m i l l s ( those 
bas t i l e s , consec ra t ed t o t h e rites of t h e lash a n d t o 
forced labor , d u m b w i t h fear) , a n d t o t h e c a n e fields, 
w a t e r e d w i t h s w e a t a n d b lood . 

T o w a r d s m o r n i n g , c r o w d s of w h i t e s c a m e p o u r i n g 
i n t o C a p F r a n ç o i s , p a l e , t e r r o r - s t r i c k e n , b l o o d - s t a i n e d ! 
M e n , w o m e n , a n d ch i ld r en , found t h e d a y of j u d g m e n t 
w a s c o m e — n o n e k n e w w h a t t o d o — a l l w a s confusion 
— t h e s igna l g u n b o o m e d t h r o u g h t h e d a r k n e s s , 
w a r n i n g of d a n g e r — a n d e v e r y m a n s tood t o his a r m s . 
T h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e c i t y w e r e p a r a l y z e d w i t h 
fear. T h e y b a r r e d t h e i r doors a n d locked u p t h e i r 
house-s laves . T h e on ly l i v ing ob j ec t s in t h e s t r ee t s 
w e r e a few sold iers m a r c h i n g t o t h e i r pos t s . P a n i c 
r u l e d t h e h o u r . T h e A s s e m b l y sat t h r o u g h t h e n i g h t . 
T o u z a r d w a s s en t o u t t o a t t a c k t h e n e g r o e s , b u t w a s 
d r iven b a c k . G u n s w e r e m o u n t e d , a n d t h e s t r e e t s 
b a r r i c a d e d . 

T h e m o r n i n g d a w n e d , a n d w i t h t h e r i s ing s u n c a m e 
rising c o u r a g e . " I t is n o t h i n g ! " said s o m e — " B u r n 
a n d h a n g a few n e g r o e s , and al l w i l l go on as b e f o r e . " 
T h e exaspe ra t i on a g a i n s t t h e m u l a t t o e s , w h o w e r e 
cha rged w i t h h a v i n g f o m e n t e d t h e r i s ing , r e s u l t e d in 
h a t r e d , i n s u l t , b loodshed , a n d m u r d e r , in a n d a r o u n d 
C a p F r a n ç o i s ; a n d a b u t c h e r y w a s on ly s t a y e d b y t h e 
v i g o r o u s oppos i t i on of t h e gove rno r . W h a t e v e r n e ­
g roes w e r e seized w e r e t o r t u r e d a n d massac red . 
" F r e q u e n t l y , " says Lac ro ix , " d i d t h e faithful s lave 
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p e r i s h b y t h e h a n d s of an i r r i t a t ed m a s t e r , w h o s e con­
fidence h e s o u g h t . " 

T h e m a d d e n e d n e g r o e s h a d t a s t e d b lood . T h e y 
seized Mr. B len , an officer of po l i ce , na i l ed h i m al ive 
t o one of t h e g a t e s of h i s p l a n t a t i o n , a n d c h o p p e d off 
h i s l i m b s w i t h a n axe . 

M. C a r d i n e a u h a d t w o sons b y a b l a c k w o m a n . 
H e h a d freed t h e m , a n d s h o w n t h e m m u c h k i n d n e s s ; 
b u t t h e y b e l o n g e d t o t h e h a t e d r ace , a n d t h e y j o i n e d 
t h e r evo l t . T h e fa ther r e m o n s t r a t e d , a n d offered t h e m 
m o n e y . T h e y t o o k h i s m o n e y , a n d s t a b b e d h i m t o 
t h e h e a r t . I f t h e y w e r e b a s t a r d s , w h o h a d m a d e t h e m 
so ! " O n e ' s p l e a s a n t v ices a y e c o m e h o m e t o r o o s t . " 
H o r r o r s w e r e p i l ed on h o r r o r s — w h i t e w o m e n w e r e 
rav i shed a n d m u r d e r e d — b l a c k w e r e b r o k e n on t h e 
w h e e l — w h i t e s w e r e c ruc i f i ed—blacks w e r e b u r n e d 
a l i v e — l o n g p e n t - u p h a t r e d s w e r e h a v i n g t h e i r r i o t 
a n d r e v e n g e . M. O d e l u c w a s w r o n g , t h e n ? T h e 
s laves did not s e em t o love t h e i r m a s t e r s . W h a t 
cou ld i t m e a n ? P o r k a n d b a n a n a s — s l ave ry a n d 
i g n o r a n c e , w i t h some d a n c i n g a n d t h e free u s e 
of t h e w h i p seemed t o b e p r o d u c i n g su rp r i s ing 
r e s u l t s . T h e w h i t e s cou ld n o t u n d e r s t a n d i t . M u c h 
s u g a r w a s ra ised , a n d y e t t h e negroes w e r e n o t sa t i s ­
fied, a n d n o w s e e m e d t o h a v e g o n e m a d . D e s t r u c t i o n 
h u n g over t h e w h i t e s , a n d t h e y conc luded t o t r y 
h a n g i n g a n d b u r n i n g in t h e i r e x t r e m i t y , h a v i n g no 
fai th in j u s t i c e a n d h o n e s t y for t h e b l a c k s . H u n ­
d reds , p e r h a p s t h o u s a n d s , o w e d t h e i r safety t o t h e 
k i n d n e s s of t h e i r house-s laves .* 

* L e t i t be r e m e m b e r e d , t h a t n i n e i n t e n n e g r o e s w e r e s t r a n g e r s t o 
the ir o w n e r s . T h e y w e r e w o r k e d in t h e field i n g a n g s d u r i n g t h e d a y , 
a n d fo lded i n t o b a r r a c k s a t n i g h t . — R A I N S F O B D , p . 1 3 9 . 
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M o n s . a n d M a d . Ba i l lou , w i t h t h e i r d a u g h t e r , h e r 
h u s b a n d , a n d t w o w h i t e s e rvan t s , l i ved a b o u t t h i r t y 
mi les from C a p F r a n ç o i s , a m o n g t h e m o u n t a i n s . A 
slave g a v e t h e m n o t i c e of t h e r i s ing ; h e h i d t h e m i n 
t h e forest , a n d j o i n e d t h e r evo l t . A t n i g h t h e b r o u g h t 
t h e m food, a n d l ed t h e m t o a n o t h e r p l a c e of safe ty . 
H e did t h i s a g a i n a n d aga in , l ed t h e m t h r o u g h e v e r y 
dange r a n d difficulty t i l l t h e y e s c a p e d t o t h e sea. F o r 
n i n e t e e n n i g h t s t h e y w e r e in t h e w o o d s , a n d t h e 
neg ro r i s k e d h is life t o save t h e i r s . W h y r e p e a t 
i n s t ances ? T h i s w a s one of h u n d r e d s . 

Mr . O d e l u c w a s t h e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of t h e Gal l i fe t 
e s t a t e , t h e l a r g e s t on t h e P l a i n : — " A s h a p p y as one of 
Gal l i fe t ' s n e g r o e s , " Avas a s a y i n g in t h e d i s t r i c t . H e w a s 
su re of his h a n d s , a n d r e g r e t t e d t h e e x a g g e r a t e d t e r r o r 
of t h e w h i t e s : — w i t h a fr iend a n d t h r e e or four soldiers , 
h e r o d e o u t t o t h e e s t a t e , a n d found his n e g r o e s i n 
a r m s , w i t h t h e b o d y of a w h i t e ch i ld for a s t a n d a r d . 
Alas ! p o o r O d e l u c ! H e b e l i e v e d t h e n e g r o e s w e r e 
d o g s , a n d w o u l d l i ck t h e h a n d t h a t s t r u c k t h e b l o w . 
I t w a s too l a t e — h e a n d h is a t t e n d a n t s w e r e c u t d o w n 
w i t h o u t m e r c y — t w o o n l y e s c a p e d t o t e l l t h e t a l e . * 
F o u r t h o u s a n d n e g r o e s w e r e i n a r m s , a n d t h e y 
Were e v e r y w h e r e succes s fu l ; t h e P l a i n w a s in t h e i r 
possess ion ; t h e q u a r t e r s of Mor in a n d L i m o n a d e 
w e r e in f lames, a n d t h e i r r a v a g e s e x t e n d e d from 
t h e shore t o t h e m o u n t a i n s . T h e i r r eck lessness 
w a s s u c c e e d e d b y r e g u l a r o rgan iza t ion a n d sys t e ­
m a t i c w a r . I n t h e first m o m e n t s of t h e i r h e a d l o n g 
fury, al l w h i t e s w e r e m u r d e r e d i nd i s c r im ina t e ly . T h i s 
did n o t l a s t — t h e y soon d i s t i n g u i s h e d t h e i r e n e m i e s , 

* E D W A R D S , p . 7 5 . 
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a n d w o m e n and ch i ld ren w e r e saved. T h e b l a c k s w e r e 
h e a d e d b y J e a n F r a n ç o i s a n d Biassou , gene ra l s n o t 
t o b e desp i sed . B r a v e , r ap id , u n s c r u p u l o u s , va in of 
g r a n d e u r , g r e e d y of p l u n d e r , t h e y w e r e no t far from 
t h e mar sha l s of F r a n c e . 

T h i s , t h e n , w a s n o t a r evo l t , b u t a r evo lu t i on !* 
Success w o u l d dec ide . N e v e r cou ld t h e w h i t e s b e ­
l ieve t h a t t h e b l a c k s w e r e m e n . O g é h a d r evea l ed a 
w i d e - s p r e a d c o n s p i r a c y , h e a d e d b y w e l l - k n o w n s laves . 
T h e w h i t e s concea led th i s . T h e y did no t be l i eve h i m ; 
t h e y be l i eved o n l y t h a t t h e b l a c k s w e r e t h e i r b o r n 
s laves , fit for t h e w h i p , i n c a p a b l e of c o u r a g e , or honor , 
or m a r t y r d o m . E x p e r i e n c e on ly w a s to t e a c h t h e m 
there and elsewhere. 

A t first, t h e w h i t e s a c t e d u p o n t h e defens ive . T h e 
A s s e m b l y w a s r a n c o r o u s aga in s t F r a n c e in t h e m i d s t 
of t h i s d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d effaced from b e h i n d t h e S p e a k ­
e r ' s cha i r , t h e m o t t o " V i v e la N a t i o n , la L o i , e t le 
R o i : " e v e n w h e n d e s t r u c t i o n w a s ove r t h e m t h e y 
h e e d e d n o t : t h e i r b i c k e r i n g s c o n t i n u e d . T h e n e g r o 
gene ra l s dec la red t h a t t h e y w e r e fighting for t h e i r k ing , 
a n d aga in s t s l ave ry—for a r u m o r h a d r e a c h e d t h e m t h a t 
L o u i s favored e m a n c i p a t i o n . T h e y h a d t h e s t r o n g e s t 
p a r t y and t h e s t ronges t s ide . A t l e n g t h , t h e w h i t e s 
d e t e r m i n e d u p o n a w a r of e x t e r m i n a t i o n . T h e b l a c k s 
r e s p o n d e d . H e a d s of w h i t e s w e r e s t u c k on po les 
a r o u n d t h e n e g r o c a m p s . Bodies of n e g r o e s s w u n g 
on g i b b e t s in t h e w h i t e e n c a m p m e n t s , a n d on t r e e s 
b y t h e roads ide . W i t h i n t w o m o n t h s 2,000 w h i t e s 
a n d 10,000 b l a c k s pe r i shed . T e D e u m w a s s u n g 
i n b o t h c a m p s , a n d da i ly t h a n k s g i v i n g s w e r e said 

* L O U I S X V I . . a n d L I A N C O U R T . French Rev., v o l . 1, p . 200 . 
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for w h a t w a s done . P a l e g h o s t s hove red over t h e m , 
a n d s i g h e d in t h e t r o p i c a l g r o v e s — b u t t h e y cou ld 
n o t s p e a k for p i t y or for j u s t i c e . T h e i n s u r r e c t i o n 
s p r e a d t o t h e s o u t h w e s t , a n d t w o t h o u s a n d m u l a t -
toes , h e a d e d b y R i g a u d , rose t o r e v e n g e t h e d e a t h of 
t h e Ogés . M a n y n e g r o e s j o i n e d t h e m , a n d t h e y 
t h r e a t e n e d P o r t a u P r i n c e . T h e colonis t s w e r e n o w 
t h o r o u g h l y a l a rmed , a n d p r o c e e d e d t o t r y reconc i l i a t ion . 
T h e i n h a b i t a n t s of P o r t a u P r i n c e and R i g a u d a g r e e d 
u p o n a t r u c e , a n d t h e w h i t e s a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e d e a t h of 
Ogé w a s " i n f a m o u s , " a n d ag reed t h a t t h e civil r i g h t s 
of t h e m u l a t t o e s sh o u l d b e a l l o w e d t h e m . A t l a s t ! 
"Was i t n o t t o l a t e ?* 

T h e G o v e r n o r , B l a n c h e l a n d e , i ssued a p r o c l a m a t i o n , 
e a r n e s t l y e n t r e a t i n g t h e r e v o l t e d n e g r o e s to l a y d o w n 
t h e i r a r m s and r e t u r n t o t h e i r d u t y . I t w a s too la te . 
T h e y l a u g h e d in der is ion a t his smal l r e q u e s t . W h a t ! 
t o s lavery , a n d w o r k , a n d d e g r a d a t i o n , and c r u e l t y , 
e v e n ! T h e y h a d b u r s t t h e i r f e t t e r s , a n d s tood w i t h 
a r m s in t h e i r h a n d s . " W i l l y o u , " t h e y rep l i ed t o t h e 
G o v e r n o r , " wil l y o u , b r a v e g e n e r a l , t h a t w e shou ld , 
l i ke s h e e p , t h r o w ourse lves i n to t h e j a w s of t h e wo l f ? 
I t is t o o l a t e . I t is for u s t o c o n q u e r or die ! " 

O n t h e 11 th Sep t . , 1 7 9 1 , t h e w h i t e s a t P o r t au 
P r i n c e h a d c o n s e n t e d t o t h e civil r i g h t s of t h e m u l a t ­
toes . O n t h e 23d of O c t o b e r , t h e " C o n c o r d a t " h a d 
b e e n s i g n e d ; t h e w h i t e s a n d m u l a t t o e s h a d w a l k e d 
a r m in a r m t h r o u g h t h e Ci ty , a n d p e a c e s e e m e d p o s -

* T w o h u n d r e d n e g r o e s w h o w e r e w i t h R i g a u d w e r e p a i d for b y t h e 
S t a t e , and l a n d e d c l a n d e s t i n e l y in J a m a i c a : t h e y w e r e s e n t b a c k b y 
the E n g l i s h . T h e C o l o n i a l A s s e m b l y sent t h e m in i rons on board a h u l k 
at the M ö l e S t . N i c h o l a s . S i x t y of t h e m w e r e b u t c h e r e d in o n e n i g h t , 
a n d the res t l e f t to per i sh .—Quar ter ly Review, N o . 4 2 . 
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s ib le , w h e n w o r d c a m e , t h a t on t h e 2 4 t h of S e p ­
t e m b e r , t h e N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y a t P a r i s h a d r e v e r s e d 
t h e dec ree of t h e 15 th of M a y . T h e m u l a t t o e s a t once 
flew t o a r m s , a n d t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e 
w h i t e s w e n t o n w i t h i nc rea sed c a r n a g e a n d c r u e l t y . 
T h i s c o n t i n u e d , w i t h va r i ed r e su l t s , t h r o u g h 1792. 
" Y o u k i l l m i n e and I ' l l k i l l y o u r s , " w a s t h e c ry . A s i t 
h a d b e e n f rom t h e o u t s e t , so i t c o n t i n u e d a m o n g t h e 
w h i t e s — o p e n w a r b e t w e e n t h e co lon i s t s a n d t h e 
g o v e r n o r s — b e t w e e n t h e p e o p l e of t h e N o r t h a n d t h e 
S o u t h ; c o n t e n t i o n a n d b i t t e r n e s s — i n t r i g u e — t r e a c h ­
e ry . T h e y m a d e h e a d n o w h e r e aga ins t t h e m u l a t t o e s , 
n o w h e r e aga ins t t h e n e g r o e s . A n d , in D e c , 1791, 
t h r e e commiss ione r s a r r ived from F r a n c e , t o d i s t r a c t 
t h e confusion. T h e y a c c o m p l i s h e d n o t h i n g , a n d w e r e 
succeeded , in S e p t . , 1792, b y S a u t h o n a x , P o l v e r e l , 
a n d A i l h a u d ;* o r d i n a r y m e n , n o t sufficient for so 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y a s t a t e of t h i n g s as t h i s . 

* B R Y A N EDWARDS, p, 117. 
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V. 

T H E h o u r h a d come , b u t n o t t h e m a n : t h e w o r l d 
w a i t e d for h i m , b u t n o n e k n e w w h e r e t o look , for 
n o n e be l i eved h i m t o b e a m o n g t h e d e g r a d e d negroes . 
T h e o ld c u s t o m of m a s t e r a n d s lave w a s b r o k e n in 
p ieces , a n d a n a t i o n of m e n , w i t h no cu l t i va t i on , w i t h 
n o e d u c a t i o n i n se l f -government , w i t h n o n e of t h e 
conse rva t ive s t r e n g t h w h i c h h a n g s a b o u t p r iv i l eges 
a n d possess ions , a n d l ong -h ono red h a b i t , w e r e n o w 
u p , insp i red on ly w i t h a h a t r e d of s l ave ry a n d v a g u e 
a sp i r a t i ons for t h a t w h i c h t h e y k n e w n o t h o w t o n a m e . 
I n t h i s chao t i c h o u r , t h e m a n w h o cou ld express t h i s 
l o n g i n g for f reedom, th i s n e e d of g r o w t h , t h i s a sp i r a t ion 
for inf ini te good, n o t on ly i n w o r d s , b u t in deeds a n d 
i n life, w a s n e e d e d : w i t h o u t h i m all w o u l d c o m e t o 
n o t h i n g , a n d t h e s t r u g g l e of t h e b l acks w o u l d be b u t 
a s p a s m , t o e n d in e x h a u s t i o n a n d d i s c o u r a g e m e n t ; 
for successful r evo lu t i ons h a v e b e e n secu red b y de ­
v e l o p i n g from a m o n g t h e u n k n o w n t h e k n o w n m a n , 
a r o u n d w h o m t h e e l e m e n t s of t h e n e w S t a t e could 
g a t h e r for n e w Order . 

A m o n g t h e hal f mi l l ion b l a c k s t h e r e m u s t b e o n e — 
a n d m o r e t h a n o n e — w h o cou ld r e d e e m his r ace ; t o 
w h o m t h e o u t c a s t and despa i r i ng m i g h t look, a n d 
t a k e cou rage , a n d say, " S u c h as h e is , I m a y t r y to b e . " 
T h i s m a n w a s longed fo r—consc ious ly or no t , t h e 
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b l a c k s y e a r n e d for t h e i r k i n g , c o u l d t h e y b u t s e e 
h i m . T h e p r e s e n t i m e n t ex is ted , for h a d n o t t h e A b b é 
R a y n a l l o n g before p r e d i c t e d a v i n d i c a t o r for t h e 
r a c e ? N o m a n c a n save a n o t h e r , a n d n o n a t i o n . 
E a c h r ace m u s t l o o k for i t s s a lva t ion a n d i t s l e a d e r s 
i n i t s o w n c o m p r e h e n s i v e s o u l . T h e Moses w h o w i l l 
l ead t h e b l a c k s o u t of b o n d a g e m u s t b e a b l a c k ! a n d 
h e w i l l c o m e . 

L e t us g o b a c k for a m o m e n t . O n t h e a r r iva l of t h e 
first c o m m i s s i o n e r s , M i r b e c k , R o u m e a n d S t . L e g e r , * 
t h e m u l a t t o e s in t h e W e s t w e r e in a r m s u n d e r R i g a u d — 
t h e b l a c k s in t h e N o r t h u n d e r J e a n F r a n ç o i s a n d 
Biassou . T h e y w e r e a r a g g e d c r o w d — p i k e s , m u s ­
k e t s , c a n e k n i v e s , axes , w h a t e v e r t h e h a n d c o u l d find, 
w e r e t h e i r a r m s , a n d t h e y f o u g h t w i t h o u t o r d e r or 
d i sc ip l ine , i n s p i r e d b y r e v e n g e a n d h a t r e d t o s l ave ry . 
J e a n F r a n ç o i s , if va in a n d o s t e n t a t i o u s , w a s s agac ious 
a n d full of r e s o u r c e . B ia s sou w a s bo ld , fiery, a n d 
v i n d i c t i v e . T h e b l a c k s h a d s l a u g h t e r e d a n d b e e n 
s l a u g h t e r e d — h a n g e d a n d b e e n h a n g e d — p l u n d e r e d 
a n d b e e n p l u n d e r e d . T h e r e s e e m e d n o e n d t o i t 
a n d n o ob jec t . T h e y h e a r d t h a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
w e r e p l a c a b l e , so t h e y w i s h e d t o m a k e t e r m s . B u t 
w h o w o u l d da re t o v e n t u r e a m o n g t h e w h i t e s ? W e r e 
n o t a l l o u t c a s t s , h u n t e d b e a s t s — f u g i t i v e s laves . R a y ­
n a l a n d D u p l e s s i s (mu l a t t o e s ) a t l a s t t o o k t h e h a z a r d . 
T h e G o v e r n o r s e n t t h e m t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s , t h e y 
t o t h e Colon ia l A s s e m b l y . T h e A s s e m b l y t h a t d a y w a s 
in an exa l t ed s t a t e — i t e m u l a t e d t h e g o d s . I t r e p l i e d 
l o f t i l y : — " E m i s s a r i e s of t h e r e v o l t e d n e g r o e s , t h e 
A s s e m b l y e s t a b l i s h e d o n t h e l a w a n d b y t h e l a w 

* December, 1791. 
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c a n n o t c o r r e s p o n d w i t h p e o p l e a r m e d aga in s t t h e l a w . 
T h e A s s e m b l y m i g h t e x t e n d g r a c e t o g u i l t y m e n , if, 
b e i n g r e p e n t a n t , e t c . , e t c . , " a n d R a y n a l a n d D u p l e s s i s 
w e r e o rde red s h a r p l y t o " w i t h d r a w ! " 

T h e y did w i t h d r a w , a m i d t h e h o o t i n g s of t h e m o b . 
T h e y r e t u r n e d t o G r a n d e R i v i è r e . T h e a r m y a n d 
t h e p e o p l e c a m e o u t t o m e e t t h e m w i s h i n g p e a c e — 
t h e y t o l d t h e i r s t o r y a n d p e a c e w a s t u r n e d t o w a r , 
love t o h a t r e d . B ias sou , in a r a g e , o r d e r e d a l l t h e 
w h i t e p r i s o n e r s in t h e c a m p t o b e p u t t o d e a t h . 
" D e a t h t o t h e w h i t e s " w e n t a l o n g t h e l ines a n d 
a m o n g t h e p e o p l e . T h e i n s a n e p r i d e of t h e w h i t e s 
w o r k e d i t s o w n p u n i s h m e n t , a n d n o w a h u n d r e d m o r e 
w e r e t o b e s l a u g h t e r e d . N o w h i t e w a s t h e r e t o save 
t h e m , a n d no G o d t o w r e s t t h e m a w a y . T h e n a m a n , 
b l a c k as D r . P e n n i n g t o n , indifferent in p e r s o n , u n p l e a s -
i n g of v i sage , m e a n l y dressed , m a k e s h i s w a y a m o n g 
t h e c r o w d t o B iassou s w e l l i n g w i t h r a g e ; h e s p e a k s 
t o h i m a few w o r d s , q u i e t l y , c a l m l y ; t h e y a r e t o 
t h e p u r p o s e . T h e G e n e r a l ' s face is c o m p o s e d , h e 
l i s t ens , h e c o u n t e r m a n d s his o rde r s , a n d t h e w h i t e s 
a r e saved .* 

T h e n e g r o w h o saves t h e m is T o u s s a i n t B r e d a , af ter­
w a r d ca l l ed L o u v e r t u r e . 

T h e son of an Afr ican chief, G a o u - G u i u o n , w i t h n o 
d r o p of w h i t e b lood i n his ve ins , h e h a d b e e n t h e b o r n 
s l ave of t h e C o u n t de B r e d a , a n d h a d b e e n w e l l 
t r e a t e d b y his M a n a g e r , B a y o u de L i b e r t a s . H e w a s 
t h e h u s b a n d of o n e wife , a n d t h e f a the r of c h i l d r e n . 
W i t h r e l ig ious a sp i r a t i ons , an. inf lexible i n t e g r i t y , a n 

* L A C R O I X , p . 3 0 3 . Life of Toussaint, b y J O H N R . B E A R D , D . D . , o f 
L e i p s i c . L o n d o n . 1 8 5 3 . 
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i n q u i r i n g m i n d , he h a d b e e n a v a l u a b l e s lave , a n d 
h a d b e e n ra i sed from a field h a n d to b e M. B a y o u ' s 
c o a c h m a n . T o u s s a i n t w a s n e v e r h u n g r y w h i l e a s l ave ; 
h e w a s n o t w h i p p e d . H i s h u t w a s comfor t ab le , v ines 
g r e w a r o u n d h is door . B a n a n a s a n d p o t a t o e s l u x u r i ­
a t e d in h i s g a r d e n . T h e s k y w a s s e r ene over his 
h e a d , a n d t h e b i r d s s a n g t o h i m , t o o , as a t e v e n i n g h e 
sa t a m o n g h i s c h i l d r e n . W h a t m o r e cou ld h e wi sh in 
s u c h a fool 's p a r a d i s e ? I s , t h e n , a full b e l l y a l l ? 
T h o m a s C a r l y l e — h e knew w h a t y o u do n o t ; w h a t 
S t e r n e said, " D i s g u i s e t h y s e l f as t h o u w i l t , s t i l l , 
s l ave ry , t h o u a r t a b i t t e r d r a u g h t ! " T o u s s a i n t , i t 
s eems , w a s not a b e a s t of b u r d e n . T o m a k e suga r , h e 
w a s w o r t h n o m o r e t h a n a Boza l j u s t s t o l en , b u t w i t h 
t h e s e r a r e v i r t u e s — P a t i e n c e , C o u r a g e , I n t e l l i g e n c e , 
F i d e l i t y — h e m i g h t h a v e sold for five h u n d r e d do l l a r s 
a n d m i g h t b e t r u s t e d t o d r ive ho r ses . W h e n t h e 
r ebe l l i on b r o k e ou t , h e d id n o t j o i n i t , b u t a ss i s t ed M . 
B a y o u w i t h h i s family t o e s c a p e , a n d s h i p p e d a r i ch 
ca rgo t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s for h i s m a i n t e n a n c e . 

T o u s s a i n t w a s t h e n fifty y e a r s o ld . N o n e k n e w t h e 
day of his b i r t h ; t h e r eco rds of s t o c k t h e n a n d t h e r e 
w e r e n o t carefu l ly k e p t . F o r fifty y e a r s t h i s n e g r o 
h a d l ived t h e life of a s l ave , h is o n l y o c c u p a t i o n s t h e 
hoe ing of c a n e a n d t h e g r o o m i n g of horses . W h a t 
t h o u g h t s , w h a t s t r u g g l e s , w h a t h o p e s h a d t a k e n s h a p e 
in t h a t b l a c k b r a i n no m a n k n o w s , for T o u s s a i n t w a s 
a m a n of few w o r d s , a n d h e left n o w r i t i n g s . I t w a s 
l a t e in life to b e g i n a n e w t r a d e ; l a t e t o b e g i n t o find 
o u t h i s o w n p o w e r s a n d s t r e n g t h ; l a t e t o t r u s t h i m ­
self t o f reedom, h e w h o h a d a l w a y s h a d a m a s t e r ; 
l a t e t o s p e c u l a t e u p o n t h e des t in ies of t h e b l a c k r a c e ; 
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l a t e t o a t t e m p t t o s h a p e t h e m . B u t in r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
t i m e s m e n l e a r n fast ; g r e a t m e n n e e d o n l y t h e o p p o r ­
t u n i t y , t h e y r ise t o t h e e m e r g e n c y . C r o m w e l l w a s 
n o t a born o r trained g e n e r a l or r u l e r , n o r w a s W a s h ­
i n g t o n , n o r w a s T e l l . T o u s s a i n t h a d b i d e d his t i m e . 
T h i s s l ave w a s i g n o r a n t , k n e w n o t h i n g . H e l e a r n e d 
t o r ead w h e n a p p r o a c h i n g t h e d o w n w a r d y e a r s ; t h e n 
h e s t u d i e d — R a y n a l , E p i c t e t u s , Cesar , Saxe , H e r o d o ­
t u s , P l u t a r c h , N e p o s , t h e s e w e r e t h e b o o k s and l ives 
h e k n e w . * B u t t h e g r e a t b o o k of his o w n life w a s 
before h i m . N a t u r e , t h e p a g e of G o d , w a s o p e n a t 
h is feet , before h i s eyes , a n d ove r h i s h e a d . H u m a n 
b e i n g s w e r e a b o u t h i m r e v e a l i n g t h e In f in i te , and , m o r e 
t h a n al l , t h r o u g h his o w n sou l G o d s p o k e t h e vo ice of 
t r u t h . B o o k s a re w e l l , b u t a re n o t t h e o n l y e d u c a t o r s . 

H e d e c i d e d t o j o i n h i s r a ce , and h a v i n g s o m e k n o w ­
l edge of s i m p l e s , w a s m a d e p h y s i c i a n of his forces b y 
J e a n F r a n ç o i s . H e r e h e s e rved w e l l as he a l w a y s did, 
a n d l e a r n e d t h e t r a d e of w a r . S h o c k e d a t t h e c rue l ­
t i e s of w h i t e s a n d b l a c k s , h e t o o k t h e s ide of m e r c y 
a n d saved l ives f rom t h e s w o r d as w e l l as from dis­
ease . H e s a w t h e v a n i t y of F r a n ç o i s , t h e r a shnes s 
of B ia s sou , t h e c r u e l t y of J e a n n o t . B u t h e r e t i r e d 
d i s g u s t e d t o no s t u p i d m o n a s t e r y — h e r e t u r n e d n o t t o 
t h e ease a n d d e g r a d a t i o n of s l ave ry , b u t w a s e q u a l t o 
t h e facts of life, h o w e v e r h a r d , and g r a p p l e d w i t h 
t h e m a n d m a s t e r e d t h e m as a M A N shou ld . H e w a s 
t h e n loya l t o t h e K i n g , a n d h e w a s loya l t o t h e 
C h u r c h , a d e v o u t C a t h o l i c . B u t h e c a m e t o b e t h e 
s e r v a n t a n d K i n g of t h e b l a c k s , loya l to his r ace , a n d 
t o s p e a k his p r a y e r s in deeds m o r e t h a n in w o r d s . 

* R A I N S F O R D . 
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VI. 

I n 1792, t h e t h r e e C o m m i s s i o n e r s , s e n t o u t from 
F r a n c e t o " s e t t l e " t h e affairs of t h e co lony , h a d b e e n 
t h w a r t e d and finally d r iven a w a y b y t h e w h i t e s . I n 
S e p t . (1792), S a n t h o n a x , P o l v e r e l , a n d A i l h a u d , h a d 
a r r ived w i t h t r o o p s , m o n e y , a n d i n s t r u c t i o n s , a n d a 
n e w g o v e r n o r ( D e s p a r b e s ) in p l a c e of B l a n c h e l a n d e . 
H e soon b e c a m e d i sgus t ed , a l a r m e d , a n d h e fled. T h e 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s d i s t r i b u t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o s e t t l e t h e 
c o m m o t i o n . T h e r i ch p l a n t e r s w e r e for t h e K i n g ; t h e 
P e t i t s B l a n c s w e r e for t h e D i r e c t o r y ; t h e m u l a t t o e s , 
u n d e r R i g a u d , r a v a g e d t h e w e s t ; t h e r e v o l t e d n e g r o e s 
u n d e r J e a n F r a n ç o i s , B i a s s o u , a n d o t h e r s , h u n g u p o n t h e 
n o r t h . F r a n c e herself, t h a t a n c i e n t k i n g d o m , w a s n o w 
f e r m e n t i n g ; s t r u g g l i n g (ye t w i t h h o p e ) t o rea l ize i n 
t h e S t a t e h e r u n f o r m e d fai th i n D e m o c r a c y — w i t h t h e 
e n e r g y of despa i r , t o b e a t b a c k t h e w a v e s of b a y o n e t s 
w h i c h b r i s t l ed on h e r b o r d e r s . T h e d y n a s t i e s of E u r o p e 
w e r e aga in s t he r , for, o n t h e 21st of J a n u a r y , 1793, t h e 
p e o p l e of F r a n c e , d e t e r m i n e d no m o r e t o b e t a x e d , 
sho t , a n d despo t i sed b y a d y n a s t y , h a d , as D a n t o n said, 
" f l u n g a t t h e i r feet , as w a g e r of b a t t l e , t h e h e a d of a 
k i n g ! " T h u s m a t t e r s s tood in F r a n c e — t h u s in S t . 
D o m i n g o . T h e s laves in b o t h c o u n t r i e s h a d r i sen , a n d 
rushed t o a r m s . T h e i r r e m e d y w a s d e s p e r a t e ; so w a s 
t h e i r d isease . 
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G e n e r a l G a l b a u d , a n e w g o v e r n o r , a r r i ved f rom 
F r a n c e i n M a y , (1793) . T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s w e r e e n ­
g a g e d in t h e w e s t , i n f igh t ing R i g a u d . T h e y r e t u r n e d 
t o C a p F r a n ç o i s t o fight t h e g o v e r n o r , w h o s e a u t h o r i t y 
t h e y d i s p u t e d . G a l b a u d he ld t h e sh ips a n d t h e a r se ­
na l s , a n d d e t e r m i n e d t o a s se r t h is a u t h o r i t y . H i s 
so ld iers a n d sa i lors e n t e r e d t h e t o w n a n d a b a n d o n e d 
t h e m s e l v e s t o d r u n k e n n e s s , p i l l a g e , a n d b r u t a l i t y . 
(21s t J u n e , 1793) . T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s a r m e d t h e 
s laves in t h e t o w n , p r o m i s e d t h e m f reedom, a n d s e n t 
for aid t o t h e n e g r o g e n e r a l s . J e a n F r a n ç o i s a n d 
Biassou refused ; b u t a chief, M a c a y o , a t t h e h e a d of 
t h r e e t h o u s a n d b l a c k s , e n t e r e d t h e t o w n , and t h e c o n ­
flict r a g e d — t h e w h i t e s w e r e d r i v e n i n t o t h e sea a n d 
s l a u g h t e r e d . M a d n e s s r u l e d — n o n e w e r e fiercer t h a n 
t h e m u l a t t o e s . G a l b a u d fled, a n d ha l f t h e c i t y w a s 
d e s t r o y e d b y fire. 

A t l a s t — f o r a w h i l e — t h e w h i t e s g a v e u p t h e h o p e 
of r e c o v e r i n g t h e i r s laves . T h o u s a n d fled (some s u p ­
p o s e n i n e - t e n t h s ) , * a n d found refuge a l o n g t h e A m e r i ­
c a n coas t s . G e n t l e m e n t h e y m o s t l y w e r e , c e r t a i n l y , 
(as far as t h e i r b a c k t e e t h ) , b u t q u i t e use less , a s p e c ­
t a c l e t o gods a n d m e n , of t h o s e w h o , h a v i n g l ived so 
l o n g on t h e forced l a b o r of o t h e r s , m u s t n o w l ive on 
c h a r i t y or d ie . 

F a m i n e h a d m o r e t h a n o n c e i n c r e a s e d t h e m i s e r y 
d u r i n g t h e s e t h r e e y e a r s — y e t t h e i s land w a s frui tful , 
a n d c u l t i v a t i o n , h e r e a n d t h e r e , w e n t on . T h e saga­
c ious J e a n F r a n ç o i s h a d i n i t i a t e d c u l t i v a t i o n a long 
t h e m o u n t a i n - s i d e s , a n d a m o n g t h e i r v a l l e y s ; and he 
enforced i t . H e t h u s s e c u r e d an unfa i l ing m a g a z i n e . 

* E D W A R D S , p . 1 5 3 . 
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R a r e l y t h e s o n g s of l a b o r n o w w e r e h e a r d , t h o s e 
s o u n d s w i t h w h i c h t h e n e g r o e s a re w o n t t o l i g h t e n 
t h e i r wea r ine s s . S m a l l p a r t i e s w e r e t o b e s e e n a t 
w o r k ; b u t n o m a n ' s life w a s safe, n o r w a s h e s e c u r e 
of t h e p r o d u c e of his l abo r ; a n d t h e m e n a n d w o m e n 
s c a t t e r e d l ike f r igh tened p a r t r i d g e s a t t h e t r a m p of feet . 
T h e y l a y h i d d e n a m o n g t h e canes , or in t h e r a v i n e s , 
t i l l t h e d a n g e r passed . 



1793.] T O U S S A I N T . 3 1 

V I I . 

T O U S S A I N T , m e a n w h i l e , c o n t i n u e s h i s d u t i e s w i t h 
t h e n e g r o t r o o p s . S t e a d i l y a n d su re ly , if n o t r a p i d l y , 
h e ga in s s t r e n g t h a n d in f luence , a n d k n o w l e d g e of 
w a r . H e ha s m e a s u r e d h imse l f w i t h J e a n a n d Biassou , 
a n d is n o t w a n t i n g . H i s p r u d e n c e , p a t i e n c e , s i l en t 
wi l l , a n d c o u r a g e , m a k e h i m useful t o t h e m , and . h i s 
j u s t i c e , a n d d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a n d m e r c y , m a k e h i m t h e 
idol of t h e m e n . T h e l a s t a re often i m p o s e d u p o n b y 
d e m a g o g u e s , b u t g ive t h e m t i m e t o know a t r u e , b r a v e , 
a n d w i s e m a n , a n d axes c a n n o t h e w t h e m a w a y . T h e 
M a r q u i s H e r m o n a , g o v e r n o r of t h e S p a n i s h p a r t of t h e 
i s l and , m a d e a d v a n c e s t o t h e n e g r o chiefs . S a n t h o n a x , 
in h i s e x t r e m i t y , after t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of C a p F r a n ç o i s , 
s e n t M a c a y o t o p r o p o s e a n a l l i ance . T h e y d i s t r u s t e d 
h i m — L o u i s w a s b e h e a d e d . T h e y said, " W e h a v e lo s t 
t h e k i n g of F r a n c e , b u t t h e k i n g of S p a i n e s t e e m s u s 
a n d g ives u s s u c c o r s . " T h e y d e c l i n e d t h e p r o p o s a l s 
of t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s , a n d t h r e w t h e m s e l v e s on t h e 
s ide of S p a i n . T o u s s a i n t w a s l oya l t o t h e m e m o r y of 
t h e k i n g , a n d fo l lowed F r a n ç o i s a n d B ia s sou . H e r m o n a 
s a w t h a t T o u s s a i n t w a s a m a n ; a n d w h i l e J e a n F r a n ­
çois w a s a d v a n c e d t o t h e first r a n k , T o u s s a i n t w a s 
ra i sed t o t h a t of co lone l in t h e S p a n i s h a r m y . H e a t 
once a p p l i e d h imse l f t o h i s du t i e s , a n d w h a t h e did 
w a s a l w a y s w e l l d o n e . H i s t r o o p s b e c a m e , as if b y a 
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w o r d , t h e b e s t d i sc ip l ined in t h e a r m y . T h e reason w a s 
p l a i n — h e k n e w w h a t m e n o u g h t t o do , a n d w h a t t h e y 
can do ; a n d t h e m e n k n e w t h a t h e w a s u p r i g h t and 
w i s e . So t h e s e r a g g e d , i g n o r a n t , r o v i n g ho rdes b e c a m e 
efficient t r o o p s . Confidence b e g a t c o n f i d e n c e — t h e 
c o m m a n d e r t r u s t e d h i s m e n , a n d t h e y rel ied on h i m : 
t o g e t h e r t h e y w e r e s t r o n g . I d l e n e s s w a s n o t T o u s s a i n t ' s 
p o l i c y . T h e i n s u r g e n t s , u n d e r J e a n F r a n ç o i s , Biassou , 
and T o u s s a i n t , h e l d s t r o n g pos i t ions in t h e m o u n t a i n s 
s o u t h of C a p F r a n c o i s . B r a n d i c o u r t , t h e g e n e r a l of t h e 
F r e n c h t r o o p s , w a s a t o n c e t r a p p e d a n d c o m p e l l e d t o 
o r d e r his t r o o p s t o l a y d o w n t h e i r a r m s . G r a n d e 
R i v i è r e , D o n d o n , P l a i s a n c e , M a r m a l a d e , a n d E n n e r y , 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p l ace s in t h e n o r t h , q u i c k l y fell 
i n t o T o u s s a i n t ' s h a n d s . 

T h e F r e n c h Commiss ione r s w e r e g e t t i n g i n t o s t r a i t s . 
T h e S p a n i s h t r o o p s w e r e aga in s t t h e m , t h e b l a c k s 
w e r e a g a i n s t t h e m , t h e r e m a i n i n g w h i t e s w e r e d i ­
v i d e d — s o m e w o r e t h e b l a c k c o c k a d e , o t h e r s t h e 
w h i t e ; t h e t r o o p s a n d fr iends of t h e commiss ione r s , 
t h e t r i c o l o r ; t h e m u l a t t o e s , t h e r ed ; w a r w a s e v e r y ­
w h e r e , a n d n o m a n w a s safe b u t w i t h a r m s in h i s 
h a n d s , a n d in t h e s t r o n g e s t p a r t y . B u t t h i s w a s n o t 
e n o u g h ; s o m e of t h e p l a n t e r s m o u n t e d t h e E n g l i s h 
h a t a n d s en t t o t h e E n g l i s h for succor . E v e n " P e r ­
fide A l b i o n " w a s w e l c o m e , if t h e y m i g h t b u t r e ­
e s t ab l i sh s l ave ry a n d g e t aga in t h e i r e s t a t e s . I n t h i s 
e x t r e m i t y , S a n t h o n a x dec ided t o m a k e fr iends w i t h t h e 
b l a c k s , a n d p r o c l a i m e d a t C a p F r a n ç o i s u n i v e r s a l free­
d o m ( 2 0 t h A u g . , 1793) . P o l v e r e l r e p e a t e d t h e p r o c l a ­
m a t i o n a t P o r t a u P r i n c e . * T h e e n t h u s i a s m a m o n g t h e 

* B R O W N ' S HIST., v . i, p. 2 5 5 . 
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n e g r o e s w a s g r e a t , b u t n o t u n i v e r s a l . T h e i r l e ade r s 
w e r e n o t m o v e d ; t h e y d i s t r u s t e d t h e Commiss ione r s , 
a n d t h e y d o u b t e d t h e s t ab i l i t y of t h e F r e n c h R e p u b l i c ; 
so t h e w a r w e n t on . 

I n S e p t e m b e r , t h e E n g l i s h l a n d e d a t J e r e m i e , in 
t h e e x t r e m e s o u t h w e s t . T h e y t o o k possess ion of S t . 
N i c h o l a s , in t h e e x t r e m e n o r t h w e s t , a n d d u r i n g t h e 
y e a r 1794 , t h e w h o l e w e s t e r n coas t w a s in t h e i r pos se s ­
s i o n — S t . N i c h o l a s , S t . M a r c , J a c m e l , T i b u r o n , J e r e ­
m i e ; a n d a t las t , on t h e 4 t h of J u n e , P o r t au P r i n c e , 
t h e c a p i t a l , y i e lded . " T w e n t y - t w o top-sa i l ve s se l s , " 
w i t h t h e i r c a r g o e s , w o r t h 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s s t e r l i ng , w e r e 
a p a r t of t h e spoi l . T h e m u l a t t o chief, R i g a u d , h a d 
t a k e n t h e s ide of F r a n c e . E d u c a t e d in B o r d e a u x , he 
h a d fo l lowed, in S t . D o m i n g o , h is t r a d e of a g o l d s m i t h , 
w h i c h t h e w h i t e s t h o u g h t " t o o good for a n i g g e r . " 
H e w a s a b r a v e m a n , m i l d in p e a c e , t e r r i b l e in 
w a r , and , a ided b y P e t i o n , h e k e p t u p a h a r a s s i n g 
fight a g a i n s t t h e E n g l i s h . S h o r t l y af ter t h e fall of 
P o r t au P r i n c e , a sh ip a r r ived w i t h a r equ i s i t i on for 
t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r s t o r e t u r n t o F r a n c e ; t h e y m u s t 
a n s w e r for t h e i r do ings t h e r e , a n d G e n e r a l L a v e a u x 
w a s left as p rov i s iona l g o v e r n o r . H i s case , a n d t h a t 
of t h e F r e n c h , w a s d e s p e r a t e . S h u t u p in P o r t de 
P a i x , t h e l a s t s t r o n g h o l d of t h e F r e n c h , h e w r o t e , 
( 2 4 t h M a y , 1 7 9 4 ) : — " F o r m o r e t h a n six m o n t h s w e 
h a v e b e e n r e d u c e d to six o u n c e s of b r e a d a day , officers 
as w e l l as m e n ; b u t from t h e 13 th , w e h a v e n o n e w h a t ­
ever , t h e s ick o n l y e x c e p t e d . I f w e h a d p o w d e r w e 
shou ld h a v e b e e n conso led . W e have in ou r m a g a z i n e s , 
n e i t h e r shoes , n o r sh i r t s , n o r c lo thes , n o r soap , n o r 
t o b a c c o . T h e m o s t of t h e so ld iers m o u n t g u a r d b a r e ­

2* 
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foot : w e h a v e n o t flints for t h e m e n . B u t b e a s su red , 
t h a t w e wi l l n e v e r s u r r e n d e r ; b e assured , t o o , t h a t , 
af ter us , t h e e n e m y w i l l n o t find t h e s l i g h t e s t t r a c e of 
P o r t de P a i x . " * D a r k w a s t h e o u t l o o k , b u t b r a v e w a s 
t h e h e a r t of G e n e r a l L a v e a u x . 

* B E A R D ' S Life, p . 8 2 . B R O W N ' S History. 
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VIII . 

L E T US l ook a t F r a n c e : she h a d g r o w n d e s p e r a t e i n 
h e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y f e v e r ; h a d r i sen en masse aga in s t 
t h e p o w e r s of E u r o p e , a n d h a d b e a t e n t h e m b a c k . 
D u g o m m i e r even h a d ca r r i ed t h e w a r across t h e 
P y r e n e e s , a n d his soldiers , l i ke d e m o n s , s h o u t i n g t h e 
ça-ira, t h r e a t e n e d S p a i n . The Convention at Paris on 
the 4th of February, 1794 , confirmed and proclaimed the 
F R E E D O M of all the slaves ! *—news of w h i c h c a m e 
s l o w l y across t h e A t l a n t i c , a n d r eached t h e ears of 
T o u s s a i n t u p o n t h e h e i g h t s of D o n d o n . 

* Biographic Universelle. A r t . T o u s s a i n t TJ. 
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IX . 

T H E h o u r w a s n i g h ! T h e h a n d s a d v a n c e d on t h e 
dial p l a t e of t i m e . E v e n t s , w h i c h n o m a n cou ld have 
foreseen or con t ro l l ed , h a d g a t h e r e d for j u d g m e n t , a n d 
a t l a s t a g r e a t n a t i o n h a d dec reed f reedom t o a poor , 
d e b a u c h e d a n d servi le r ace . B u t w h o shou ld lead 
t h e m , w h o s h o u l d n o w defend t h e m aga ins t t h e m ­
s e l v e s — g i v e s h a p e a n d s y s t e m t o t h e i r u n d i s c i p l i n e d 
w i s h e s — c a r r y t h e m safely t h r o u g h t h e a n a r c h y of 
u n b o u n d e d l i b e r t y , a n d crys ta l l ize t h e m i n t o a S T A T E , 
w h o s e o n l y su r e bas is is t h e Rights and Duties of 
Labor, Thought, Speech and Worship, the Rights and 
Duties of Manhood? 

T h e H o u r has c o m e and t h e M a n . T o u s s a i n t B r e d a , 
from h is eyr ie n e a r D o n d o n , s w e e p s t h e hor izon. I n 
t h e E a s t he sees t h e d e c a d e n t p o w e r of S p a i n — i t has 
s p o k e n n o w o r d of f reedom for t h e b l a c k s . I n t h e 
W e s t h e sees t h e w h i t e sails of E n g l a n d — s h e is h a n d 
a n d g love w i t h t h e p l a n t e r s t o reës tab l i sh s l ave ry . 
I n t h e N o r t h F r a n c e a n d L a v e a u x a r e n igh d e a t h . 
F r a n c e o n l y has p r o c l a i m e d l i b e r t y t o t h e b l a c k s . 
T o u s s a i n t sees t h e " o p e n i n g " for h is r a c e a n d for 
himself, a n d f rom th i s d a y h e is T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r -
t u r e — t h e first of t h e b l a c k s . B o n e of t he i r b o n e a n d 
sk in of t h e i r sk in , he a lone k n o w s t h e i r needs , t h e i r 
capac i t i e s a n d t h e i r h e a r t s . W i t h t h e c lear g l a n c e of 
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insp i ra t ion h e sees t h e m o m e n t , w i t h t h e firm g r a s p of 
t a l e n t h e seizes i t . 

G e n e r a l L a v e a u x s a w t h a t t h i s w a s t h e m a n , a n d 
t h r o u g h t h e P r i e s t L a H a y e m a d e advances t o h i m . 
T o u s s a i n t is w i s e a n d he is w a r y , h e k e e p s h i s o w n 
c o u n s e l — h e consu l t s n o t J e a n F r a n ç o i s , w h o h a d 
once cas t h i m i n t o p r i son , n o r Biassou, no r t h e Mar -
cpiis H e r m o n a . A s u s u a l , he pe r fo rms his d u t i e s ; as 
u s u a l , he p a r t a k e s of t h e c o m m u n i o n ; as u s u a l , h i s 
t r o o p s look t o h i m , and H e r m o n a said " t h e r e exis ts 
on e a r t h no p u r e r s o u l . " * H e h a s p l a c e d his wife a n d 
ch i ld ren in s a f e t y — h e has o r d e r e d his affairs—his 
h o r s e s t a n d s saddled and b r i d l e d : t h e n , t e a r i n g off h is 
e p a u l e t t e s , h e cas ts t h e m a t t h e feet of t h e S p a n i s h 
officers, flings h imse l f on his ho r se a n d r ides l i ke t h e 
w i n d o u t of t h e c a m p . T h e S p a n i a r d s a re for a 
m o m e n t p a r a l y z e d — t h e y p u r s u e h i m ; b u t ne i t he r 
hoof n o r p i s to l can r each h i m . T o u s s a i n t is n o t t o b e 
c a u g h t . O n t h e 4 t h of M a y (1794) , he p u l l s d o w n 
t h e S p a n i s h a n d hois t s t h e F r e n c h colors . M a r m a ­
l ade , P l a i s a n c e , E n n e r y , D o n d o n , A c u l and L i m b e 
s u b m i t t o h i m . Confusion a n d fear p reva i l a m o n g 
t h e S p a n i a r d s . J o y exa l t s t h e n e g r o e s . L a v e a u x is 
saved , a n d t h e c o l o n y n o t y e t los t t o F r a n c e . T o u s ­
sa in t is a p o w e r in t h e S t a t e — t h e n e g r o e s e v e r y w h e r e 
r e s p o n d t o t h e s o u n d of his v o i c e — t h e y look t o h i m 
as t h e i r h e r o , defender , g u i d e , a n d g u a r d . 

D i d h e dece ive or sacrifice t h e m ? T h e m u l a t t o e s 
a n d w h i t e s h a v e ca l led h im t r e a c h e r o u s , a m b i t i o u s and 
u n s c r u p u l o u s . I t is easy t o do so, a n d so to a c c o u n t for 
t h e p o w e r and success of t h i s s i n g u l a r m a n — b u t t h e 

* L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 3 0 1 . 
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e x p l a n a t i o n is n o t sa t i s fac tory . N o b r a v e m a n w i l l 
s eek for a b a s e m o t i v e , e v e n i n h i s e n e m y , w h e n a 
n o b l e o n e is p a t e n t a n d suffices b e t t e r . T o u s s a i n t ' s 
t a l e n t , cou rage , a n d h o n o r w e r e in sp i r ed b y t h e lof ty 
h o p e of r e d e e m i n g his r a ce ; a n d t h e neg roes , f ana t i c 
in t h e i r h a t r e d of s lavery , b e c a m e inv inc ib l e . T h e 
e l ec t r i c s p a r k w h i c h fired h i s sou l fired t he i r s . G r e a t 
is he w h o s p e n d s his b lood and his life, f igh t ing for 
l i b e r t y — b u t base is t h e m a n w h o k i l l s a n d d e s t r o y s 
for fame or p l u n d e r . 

T o u s s a i n t se t s h i m s e l f t o h i s w o r k . T h e w h o l e 
p r o v i n c e of t h e N o r t h soon falls i n t o his h a n d s , a n d 
h e dr ives t h e S p a n i s h a l ly , J e a n F r a n ç o i s , w e s t ­
w a r d a l o n g L a M o n t a i g n e No i re . T h e n h e h a s t e n s 
i n t o t h e r i ch v a l l e y of t h e A r t i b o n i t e , a t t a c k s a n d 
b e a t s b a c k t h e E n g l i s h , a n d bes ieges t h e s t r o n g for­
t r e s s of S t . M a r c ; b u t n e i t h e r forces n o r a m m u n i ­
t i o n a re sufficient a n d h e r e t i r e s t o t h e m o u n t a i n 
fas tnesses of M a r m a l a d e t o r e c r u i t h is t r o o p s . O n 
t h e 9 t h of O c t o b e r (1794) , h e car r ies t h e for t ress of 
S a n M i g u e l b y s t o r m . L a v e a u x a n d R i g a u d c a n n o t 
w i t h h o l d t h e i r a d m i r a t i o n a t his ski l l a n d p r o w e s s . 
H i s ho r se a n d h e a re as one . T h i s b l a c k c e n t a u r 
carr ies success a t h i s s a d d l e b o w . H i s t r o o p s love a n d 
a d m i r e , w h i l e his e n e m i e s fear h i m . 

T o u s s a i n t d e t e r m i n e s t o d r ive a w a y t h e E n g l i s h , 
a n d h e falls w i t h fury u p o n G e n e r a l B r i s b a n e in t h e 
A r t i b o n i t e , a n d c o m p e l s h i m t o r e t r e a t . B u t J e a n 
F r a n ç o i s h u n g ove r h i m in t h e h e i g h t s of L a G r a n d e 
R i v i è r e . A g a i n h e r e t i r e s t o D o n d o n a n d o rgan izes 
h i s forces t o r e p e l t h e S p a n i a r d s — i n four days h e 
t a k e s a n d d e s t r o y s t w e n t y - e i g h t p o s i t i o n s — b u t J e a n 
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F r a n ç o i s w i t h a supe r io r force t h r e a t e n s his r ea r , 
w h i l e t h e E n g l i s h a r e in front : aga in h e is baffled ; 
he r e t u r n s t o D o n d o n . T o u s s a i n t is n o l o n g e r t h e 
leader of m a r a u d i n g b a n d s , b u t t h e h e a d of an a r m y . 
H i s t r o o p s are m o s t l y r a w a n d i g n o r a n t , b a d l y c lo thed , 
a r m e d , a n d fed, b u t t h e y t r u s t in h i m a n d h a v e cou r ­
age . H e seeks for efficient officers, a n d finds D e s s a -
l ines , D e s r o u l a u x , M a u r e p a s , C l e r v a u x , C h r i s t o p h e a n d 
L a m a r t i n i è r e : t h e s e h e m u s t c o m m a n d w i t h d iscre­
t i o n — h i s t r o o p s h e m u s t p r o v i d e w i t h a r m s , a m u n i -
t i on and food—he m u s t w a t c h t h e forces of t h e S p a n ­
ia rds , t h e m o v e m e n t s of t h e E n g l i s h — i n t r i g u e s a b r o a d 
and t r e a c h e r y a t h o m e : h e n c e f o r t h h e m u s t o rgan ize 
c a m p a i g n s . H e ha s n o w l i t t l e t i m e for t h e p l e a s u r e s 
of s e n s e — t h e e n j o y m e n t of b o o k s — t h e r e s t of h o m e . 
R a r e l y can h e s n a t c h an h o u r for h i s wife a n d c h i l d r e n 
from t h e life of ceaseless ca re . B u t does h e , t h e n , s igh 
for t h e h u t a n d t h e b a n a n a s a n d t h e care less s l ave ry 
of M. B a y o u ? H u m a n n a t u r e is o n e ; n o o n e w o u l d 
h a v e c h a n g e d t h e life of a m a n , e v e r y f acu l ty in ac t ion , 
for t h e r e p o s e of a dog : n o t t h e b l a c k T o u s s a i n t . 

T h e t r e a t y of Bas le h a d s e c u r e d t h e cession of t h e 
w h o l e S p a n i s h p a r t of t h e i s l and t o F r a n c e . J e a n 
F r a n ç o i s w a s , t he re fo re , a t l i b e r t y t o r e t i r e t o Spa in , 
t o en joy h i s h o n o r s . T h e r e r e m a i n e d b u t t h e E n g l i s h 
n o w t o d i s t r ac t t h e p l a n s of T o u s s a i n t a n d t h e F r e n c h . 
O n e m o r e d i s t u r b i n g e l e m e n t y e t ex is ted . T h e m u l a t ­
toes felt t h e m s e l v e s s u p e r i o r t o t h e b l a c k s , a n d t h e 
r igh t fu l successo r s t o t h e w h i t e s , in t h e h o n o r s a n d 
g o v e r n m e n t of t h e i s l and . J e a l o u s of T o u s s a i n t a n d 
the favors s h o w n t h e b l a c k s , headed b y V i l l a t e , t h e y 
rose a g a i n s t L a v e a u x , t h e g o v e r n o r a t t h e C a p e , and 



40 T H E O P E N I N G . [ 1 7 9 6 . 

t h r e w h i m i n t o p r i son ; his d a n g e r w a s e x t r e m e . * 
T o u s s a i n t descends on t h e t o w n w i t h t e n t h o u s a n d 
b l a c k s a n d saves h i m . L a v e a u x a p p o i n t e d h i m h is 
l i e u t e n a n t , s econd in c o m m a n d in t h e i s land , a n d 
d e c l a r e d t h a t h e w a s t h e " S p a r t a c u s " fore to ld b y 
R a y n a l , w h o sh o u l d a v e n g e t h e sufferings of h is race .+ 
Conf idence g r e w n o w , b e t w e e n t h e b l a c k s a n d t h e 
w h i t e s , and L a c r o i x , w h o is no w a y f r iendly t o t h e 
b l acks , a d m i t s t h a t " i f S t . D o m i n g o s t i l l ca r r ied t h e 
co lors of F r a n c e , i t w a s so le ly o w i n g t o a n old n e g r o 
w h o s e e m e d t o b e a r a commiss ion f rom H e a v e n . " ! 
T h e F r e n c h c o n t i n u e d t o send commiss ione r s (San-
t h o n a x a m o n g t h e m ) , b u t T o u s s a i n t w a s t h e m o v i n g 
m i n d ; a n d w h e n L a v e a u x , h a v i n g b e e n e l ec t ed de le ­
g a t e t o t h e A s s e m b l y , sa i led for F r a n c e , S a n t h o n a x 
finally a p p o i n t e d h i m Commande r - i n - ch i e f . § 

T h i s h i s to ry w i l l , for a sho r t t i m e , b e m o r e s imp le . 
T o u s s a i n t ha s filled t h e " O p e n i n g ; " h e is " L o u v e r -
t u r e . " A s t r o n g h a n d and a c lear head , t h o u g h b l a c k , 
d i r ec t t h e affairs of t h e i s l and . D a i l y h e ga in s 
s t r e n g t h , a n d t h e conf idence of t h e n e g r o e s . T h e y 
d o c k t o h i s a r m y — t h e y l i s t en a n d o b e y h is w o r d s . 
C h r i s t o p h e , in t h e N o r t h , had e n c o u r a g e d cu l t i va t i on . 
T o u s s a i n t t h r o w s his power fu l inf luence i n t o t h e 
w o r k — h i s m a x i m , " t h a t t h e l i b e r t y of t h e b l a c k s 
can n e v e r be solid w i t h o u t a g r i c u l t u r e , " | | pa s ses from 
m o u t h t o m o u t h a m o n g t h e neg roes , and rouses in t h e m 
t h e des i re for l ands a n d w e a l t h — f o r t h e first time n o w 

* Biog. Universelle, T. L . t Quarterly Rev., N o . 4 2 . 
J Tho C o m m i s s i o n e r P o l v e r e l e x c l a i m e d : " C o m m e n t ! m a i s c e t 

h o m m e fa i t o u v e r t u r e p a r t o u t ! " E v e r y w h e r e he o p e n s h i s w a y . 
§ B r n o w n , v o l . i., p . 2 9 4 . || L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 3 2 4 . 
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poss ib le . H e w i s h e s t h a t C a p a n d t h e t o w n s a l o n g 
t h e N o r t h s h o u l d b e r e b u i l t . I t is d o n e ; t h e y rise 
from t h e i r a shes . A l l h o p e s a re c e n t e r e d in t h e G e n e -
ral-in-chief : H E can r e s t o r e p e a c e a n d p r o s p e r i t y : 
h e a lone .* 

T h e E n g l i s h n o w w e r e sore b e s t e d . T h e F r e n c h 
p re s sed t h e m in t h e W e s t ; D e s f o u r n e a u x in t h e N o r t h ; 
R i g a u d in t h e S o u t h ; C h r i s t o p h e h a d ca r r i ed t h e 
h e i g h t s of V a l l i è r e , t h e V e n d é e of S t . D o m i n g o . 
L o u v e r t u r e a g a i n a t t e m p t s t o t a k e S t . M a r c : t h r i c e 
he s t o r m s i t , t h r i c e h e dese rves s u c c e s s ; b u t aga in h e 
fails t o c l u t c h t h i s s t r o n g for t ress . H e t u r n s n o w t o 
Mirebe la i s , an i n t e r i o r T h e r m o p y l æ , s t r o n g l y fortified 
b y t h e E n g l i s h : his l i e u t e n a n t , M o r n a y , i n t e r c e p t e d 
M o n t a l e m b e r t , w h o w a s a d v a n c i n g w i t h 700 m e n and 
t w o p i eces of a r t i l l e r y . T h e n e x t d a y h e dr ives in a l l 
t h e E n g l i s h t r o o p s , i n v e s t s t h e v i l l age of S t . L o u i s , 
car r ies t h e forts b y as sau l t , a n d in fou r t een days t o ­
t a l l y defeats t h e E n g l i s h , t a k i n g 200 p r i s o n e r s , e l even 
p i eces of c a n n o n , a n d m i l i t a r y s to re s . T h e efforts of 
t h e E n g l i s h a r e n e a r l y a t an e n d — w e a k a n d w e a r y , 
t h e i r s t r e n g t h is s p e n t . W h i t l o c k e , W i l l i a m s o n , W h y t e , 
H o r n e c k , B r i s b a n e , a n d M a r k h a m , h a v e t r i e d t o s u b ­
d u e t h e s e r ebe l s a n d t o w r e s t t h e co lony f rom F r a n c e : 
t h e y h a v e b i t t e n a file. Mi l l ions of p o u n d s h a v e b e e n 
Wasted ; B r i s b a n e a n d M a r k h a m a re k i l l ed ; t h o u s a n d s 
of so ld iers s la in ; t h e y e l l o w fever , t o o , ha s d o n e 
i t s w o r k . P o o r f e l l o w s ! T h e " b l o o d y i c h o r " has 
b e e n b l o o d y t e a r s . " C o n d e m n e d t o fall w i t h o u t a 
conflict, a n d t o die w i t h o u t r e n o w n ! " t I f t h e g h o s t s 

* B R O W N , v o l . i., p . 205 . Quarterly Review, N o . 42 . B E A R D ' S Life, p . 9 2 . 

+ R A I N S F O R D . M O S E L E Y ' S A C C O U N T in Tropical Diseases. B R Y A N E D W A R D S . 
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of t h e dead h o v e r a b o u t u s , as s o m e love t o t h i n k , h e a v y 
m u s t b e t h e air of S t . D o m i n g o — p a l e shades of b l a c k 
a n d w h i t e s t i l l c a r r y i n g on t h e i r conflict , or s i g h i n g 
ove r t h e p a s t . 

G e n e r a l M a i t l a n d a t l a s t dec ided t o l e a v e t h e 
i s l and , a n d b e t w e e n h i m a n d T o u s s a i n t t h e r e w e n t 
on a s t r u g g l e of d i p l o m a c y ; b u t L o u v e r t u r e w a s 
m o r e t h a n his e q u a l : h e a c c e p t e d his h o n o r s , b u t r e ­
fused h is b r i be s . T h e y m a d e t e r m s , a n d M a i t l a n d 
e v a c u a t e d P o r t au P r i n c e a n d S t . N i c h o l a s . O n e 
i n c i d e n t i l l u s t r a t e s G e n e r a l M a i t l a n d ' s conf idence in 
T o u s s a i n t . Before t h e d i s e m b a r k a t i o n of h i s t r o o p s , 
h e d e t e r m i n e d t o r e t u r n L o u v e r t u r e ' s v is i t . H e p r o ­
ceeded to his c a m p , t h r o u g h a c o u n t r y full of n e g r o e s , 
w i t h b u t t h r e e a t t e n d a n t s . O n h is way h e h e a r d t h a t 
R o u m e , t h e F r e n c h commiss ione r , h a d advised T o u s ­
sa in t t o seize h i m ; b u t h e p r o c e e d e d , and w h e n h e 
r e a c h e d t h e c a m p , af ter w a i t i n g a s h o r t t i m e , T o u s ­
sa in t e n t e r e d , and , h a n d i n g h i m t w o l e t t e r s , ( R o u m e ' s 
a n d h is r e p l y ) , sa id : " R e a d ; I cou ld n o t see y o u t i l l 
I h a d w r i t t e n , so t h a t y o u cou ld see t h a t I a m i n c a ­
p a b l e of b a s e n e s s . " * 

G e n . L a c r o i x ha s w r i t t e n t h a t h e s a w , in t h e a r ch ives 
a t P o r t au P r i n c e , t h e offers m a d e t o T o u s s a i n t , s ecu r ­
i n g h i m in t h e p o w e r a n d k i n g s h i p of t h e i s land , a n d 
l i b e r t y t o h i s r a ce , w i t h a sufficient n a v a l force on t h e 
p a r t of E n g l a n d , p r o v i d e d h e w o u l d r e n o u n c e F r a n c e 
a n d form a c o m m e r c i a l t r e a t y w i t h E n g l a n d . t T h e 
e v e n t l e a d s one t o r e g r e t t h a t T o u s s a i n t ' s a m b i t i o n 
w a s n o t s u p e r i o r t o h i s l o y a l t y t o F r a n c e . 

* Quarterly Review, N o . 4 2 . 
t Biog. Universelle, T. L . L A C R O I X , v o l . i . . p . 34G. 
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D u r i n g t h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s w i t h t h e E n g l i s h , S a n t h o -
nax h a d d e p a r t e d for F r a n c e , p a r t l y a t h i s o w n r e q u e s t , 
p a r t l y b e c a u s e h e w a s i n t h e w a y of T o u s s a i n t ' s p l a n s 
for t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e i s l and . W i t h h i m , T o u s s a i n t 
sent h i s t w o sons t o r ece ive some e d u c a t i o n i n F r a n c e , 
and t o s h o w , as h i s l e t t e r s t a t e d , " h is conf idence i n 
t h e D i r e c t o r y * * * a t a t i m e w h e n c o m p l a i n t s w e r e 
b u s y aga in s t h i m : " h e said, " t h e r e exis t n o l o n g e r 
any i n t e r n a l a g i t a t i o n s ; a n d I h o l d myse l f r e s p o n s i b l e 
for t h e s u b m i s s i o n t o o rde r a n d d u t y of t h e b l a c k s — 
m y b r e t h r e n , " e t c . 

R o c h a m b e a u a n d S a n t h o n a x h a d b o t h found t h a t 
T o u s s a i n t ' s p o w e r w a s s u p e r i o r t o t h e i r s . T h e p l a n t ­
ers a n d t h e m u l a t t o e s in P a r i s w e r e e v e r b u s y 
aga ins t h i m : h e had m u c h t o fear. B u t t h e D i r e c t o r y 
s u s t a i n e d h i m , a n d s e n t G e n . H e d o u v i l l e ( w h o a t o n c e 
b e t r a y e d h is d i s t rus t ) t o w a t c h a n d c o n t r o l h i m . T h i s 
Was n o t an easy t h i n g t o do , for L o u v e r t u r e k n e w 
m o r e t h a n t h e y all a b o u t S t . D o m i n g o . 
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X. 

P E A C E w a s a t l a s t c o m e to t h i s d i s t r a c t e d i s land . 
T h e H a l c y o n b i rd , r o c k e d b y t h e g e n t l e b i l l o w s , c o u l d 
n o w h a t c h i t s y o u n g , a n d m e n m i g h t p r a y t h a t t h e 
n e w b i r t h s w o u l d b e h a r b i n g e r s of p r o s p e r i t y . 

T o u s s a i n t r e s t s in t h e bosom of his fami ly on t h e 
e s t a t e D e s c h a u x , a m o n g t h e m o u n t a i n s of t h e A r t i b o -
n i t e . H e k n o w s h i m s e l f t o b e t h e first m a n in S t . 
D o m i n g o ; t h e p e o p l e e v e r y w h e r e a c c e p t h i m as 
s u c h . T h i s " o ld n e g r o w i t h a commiss ion from 
H e a v e n " — t h e " m a g g o t ro l l ed in l i n e n , " as s o m e of 
H e d o u v i l l e ' s fo l lowers ca l led h i m — t h i s " c h a t t e l , " 
p r i z e d a t 5 0 0 do l l a r s , ha s c o m e to s t r a n g e p l a c e s . 
H i s p r a i s e s , e v e n , a re c h a n t e d in t h e " Conse i l des 
A n c i e n s , " a n d E u r o p e w o n d e r s a b o u t t h i s b l a c k . * 

* Biog. Universelle,, T . L . 
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I n t h e face of t h e e x a m p l e of civi l ized n a t i o n s a n d 
t h e o rde r s of t h e D i r e c t o r y , h e p r o c l a i m s an a m n e s t y 
for al l po l i t i ca l o f fenders—and k e e p s i t ! He inv i t e s 
w h i t e s a n d b l a c k s t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r p u r s u i t s ; h e 
orders T e D e u m t o b e s u n g in t h e c h u r c h e s , a n d 
t h a t a l l officers sha l l h a v e m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g 
p r a y e r s r ead t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o r p s . Of c o u r s e h i s 
enemies said t h i s w a s h y p o c r i s y . * 

T h e s w o r d is s h e a t h e d , a n d T o u s s a i n t a p p l i e s h i s 
w h o l e p o w e r s t o t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of conf idence a n d 
i n d u s t r y . T h e c o u n t r y is t r a v e r s e d b y p a r t i e s of 
b l a c k t r o o p s , e n g a g e d in r e s t o r i n g t h e w h i t e s , t h e 
o w n e r s ( w h e n t h e y cou ld b e found) , t o t h e i r e s t a t e s , 
a n d t h e b l a c k s to t h e i r l abo r s . H e d o u v i l l e p r o c l a i m e d 
t h e expu l s ion of t h o s e w h o h a d t a k e n p a r t a g a i n s t , 
F r a n c e , t h e confiscat ion of t h e i r e s t a t e s a n d u n i v e r ­
sal l i b e r t y t o t h e b l a c k s . T o u s s a i n t p r o n o u n c e s a n 
a m n e s t y , a n d p l a c e s t h e s laves a t an a p p r e n t i c e s h i p of 
five y e a r s , g i v i n g t h e m a s h a r e of t h e p r o d u c t i o n s . 
T h e b l a c k s o b e y h i m r a t h e r t h a n H e d o u v i l l e , a n d t h e 
w h i t e s a r e l o s t in w o n d e r . M a n y w h o , in t h e e v e n i n g , 
h a d l ooked u p o n h i m as a b r i g a n d , i n t h e m o r n i n g 
k n e w h i m as t h e i r bene f i cen t de l ivere r . 

T h e n e g r o e s w e r e s t i m u l a t e d t o e x e r t i o n , b y t h e 
p r o s p e c t of w e a l t h and m a n h o o d , a n d w e r e su s t a ined 
i n i t b y t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n of L o u v e r t u r e : no m a n b u t 
t h e d r u n k a r d is w h o l l y indifferent t o w o r l d l y good . 
H i s j u s t i c e a n d m o d e r a t i o n t a u g h t t h e w h i t e s t o c o n ­
fide in h i m , a n d h is w i s d o m , s t r e n g t h , a n d h e r o i s m , 
r e n d e r e d h i m p o t e n t w i t h t h e b l a c k s . t H i s soldiers 

* L A C R O I X t h i n k s so , v o l . i., p . 3 5 0 . 

+ R A I N S F O R D , p . 2 2 8 . L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p. 318. 
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w e r e s u b j e c t t o a n i ron d i s c i p l i n e — e a c h officer w a s 
s u p r e m e , b u t l e t h i m b e w a r e l e s t h e b e u n j u s t or c rue l . 
L a c r o i x , w h o w a s an e y e - w i t n e s s , says : — " I t w a s 
s t r a n g e t o see n a k e d Afr icans g i v i n g an e x a m p l e of 
t h e s t r i c t e s t d i sc ip l ine , a n d m a k i n g a c a m p a i g n w i t h 
n o t h i n g t o e a t b u t b a n a n a s and a l i t t l e m a i z e . " 
P r o p e r t y w a s r e s p e c t e d a n d life w a s safe, w h i l e T o u s ­
sa in t g u i d e d t h e s e n a k e d b l a c k s . O n e class o n l y w a s 
d i s c o n t e n t e d — t h e m u l a t t o e s . T h e y cou ld n o t forg ive 
t h e b l a c k s for t a k i n g t h e p r e ë m i n e n c e , a n d , b r a v e as 
h e w a s , R i g a u d w a s n o t s u p e r i o r t o e n v y . H e d o u v i l l e , 
d e e p l y mor t i f i ed a t T o u s s a i n t ' s s u p e r i o r i t y , p l o t t e d 
misch ie f w i t h t h e m u l a t t o e s ; u n e a s i n e s s p r eva i l ed , 
a n d i n s u r r e c t i o n a g a i n l i f ted i t s h e a d . T h e w h i t e s 
a t t e m p t e d t o d i sa rm t h e b l a c k s u n d e r G e n . Moyse , 
a t F o r t D a u p h i n . T h e t i d i n g s sp read , a n d over t h e 
p l a in of C a p F r a n ç o i s t h e n e g r o e s w e r e roused . T o u s ­
sa in t a p p e a r e d a t C a p , a n d al l aga in b e c a m e q u i e t . 
H e d o u v i l l e h a s t i l y e m b a r k e d for F r a n c e — b u t h e 
t h r e w from t h e d e c k of his sh ip t h e a p p l e of d iscord 
t o t h e sho re . H e i s sued his p r o c l a m a t i o n , c h a r g i n g 
t h a t T o u s s a i n t w a s sold t o t h e E n g l i s h , a n d h e g a v e t o 
R i g a u d a u t h o r i t y ove r t h e S o u t h . T o u s s a i n t n o w 
exp re s sed h i s w i s h t o r e t i r e from p o w e r , a n d his q u a r ­
t e r s w e r e t h r o n g e d w i t h d e p u t a t i o n s , w h i t e s , y e l l o w s , 
a n d b l a c k s , p r a y i n g h i m t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r p r o t e c t o r 
a n d fa ther . T w o k i n g s c a n n o t s i t on t h e s a m e t h r o n e : 
L o u v e r t u r e w a s t h e h e r o of t h e b l a c k s , R i g a u d t h e 
chief of t h e m u l a t t o e s — b o t h w e r e s u p e r i o r m e n . 
R o u m e , t h e r e m a i n i n g F r e n c h commiss ione r , e n t e r e d 
i n t o t h e l a r g e p l a n s of T o u s s a i n t , a n d p r o n o u n c e d h i m 
" a p h i l o s o p h e r , a l eg i s l a to r , a g e n e r a l , a n d a good 
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ci t izen." R i g a u d , in a su l l en h u m o r , d e p a r t e d for t h e 
South ; t h e r e t h e m u l a t t o e s f locked t o h i s s t a n d a r d , and 
enrol led w i t h t h e m m a n y of t h e b l a c k s . T h e idea of 
black s u p r e m a c y w a s ha tefu l t o t h e m ; t h e F A C T w a s 
in to le rab le , a n d occas ions w e r e n o t w a n t i n g , so t h e 
War—a w a r of r a c e s — o n c e m o r e b r o k e o u t . I t is n o t 
necessary t o d w e l l u p o n i t — i t w a s o n e of t e r r i b l e a n d 
bloody f e roc i t y : no m a n a s k e d or r ece ived q u a r t e r ; on 
bo th sides, h e c a t o m b s of v i c t i m s w e r e sacrificed. T h e 
v indic t iveness of R i g a u d w a s su rpas sed b y t h e fe roc i ty 
of Dessa l ines , a n d t h r o u g h 1798 a n d '99 th i s d e s t r u c ­
tion continued—the fields cou ld n o t b e t i l l ed , and g a u n t 
famine s t a l k e d over t h e S o u t h . T h e e n e r g y and p e r ­
severance of T o u s s a i n t w e r e t o o m u c h for t h e ski l l a n d 
despera t ion of R i g a u d . H e w a s r e d u c e d , s t e p b y s tep ; 
Undone, h e s t a g g e r e d t o h i s fall, a n d a t las t , w i t h 
Pe t ion , sa i led for F r a n c e . 

O n t h e 1st of A u g u s t , 1800, T o u s s a i n t m a k e s h i s 
t r i u m p h a l e n t r y i n t o A u x Cayes . T h e m o b s h o u t s , 
of course , for t h e m o b w o r s h i p s success , a n d t h e m u ­
la t toes a re a t h i s f e e t — o n e w o r d of h is , a n d t h e y a r e 
e x t e r m i n a t e d . T o u s s a i n t is e i t h e r merc i fu l , or he is 
wise, or h e is v e r y craf ty . H e a s semb le s t h e m t o g e t h e r , 
he ascends t h e p u l p i t , firm, sad, p e r h a p s severe . 
W h a t m i g h t t h o s e firm l ips no t exp re s s ? H e says : — 
" I h a v e p u b l i s h e d a p r o c l a m a t i o n — ' F o r g i v e u s o u r 
t r ansgress ions as we forgive t h o s e w h o t r a n s g r e s s 
aga ins t us . ' I h a v e o rde red all c i t i zens to r e t u r n to t h e i r 
pa r i shes , to en joy t h e benef i t s of t h i s g e n e r a l a m n e s t y . 
Ci t izens , n o t less g e n e r o u s t h a n myself, l e t y o u r m o s t 
p rec ious m o m e n t s be e m p l o y e d in caus ing t h e p a s t t o 
be fo rgo t t en ; l e t all m y fe l low-ci t izens s w e a r n e v e r 
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t o reca l l t h e p a s t ; l e t t h e m r ece ive t h e i r mis led 
b r e t h r e n w i t h o p e n a r m s , a n d l e t t h e m , in fu tu re , b e 
on the i r g u a r d aga in s t t h e t r a p s of b a d m e n . " * P e a c e 
n o w is p o s s i b l e — h i s t a s k is d o n e ! A l a s , h i s t a s k is 
n o t e n d e d ! D u r i n g t h e confus ion, a b r i sk s lave t r a d e 
h a d s p r u n g u p in t h e e a s t e r n e n d of t h e i s l and . A t 
t h e c i t y of S t . D o m i n g o , vessel after vessel sa i led w i t h 
a l i v ing f re ight , t o t h e E n g l i s h i s l ands a n d e l s e w h e r e , 
s to l en , c a p t u r e d , a n d sold from S t . D o m i n g o . T o u s s a i n t 
d e t e r m i n e s t h a t s u c h a n a n o m a l y shal l n o t exis t , a n d 
t h a t t h e S p a n i s h t o w n s , s e c u r e d to F r a n c e b y t h e t r e a t y 
of Bas le , sha l l be g i v e n u p . N a p o l e o n h a v i n g a s s u m e d 
t h e p o w e r s of first consu l , h a d conf i rmed T o u s s a i n t in 
his pos i t ion . H e n o w r e m o n s t r a t e s w i t h c o m m i s s i o n e r 
R o u m e , u p o n t h e c o n t i n u a n c e of t h e o u t r a g e o u s traffic. 
R o u m e w a s indifferent , p e r h a p s g u i l t y of c o m p l i c i t y ; 
a n d T o u s s a i n t se t s a b o u t t h i s n e w w o r k . H e m a r c h e s 
a b o d y of t r o o p s i n t o t h e S p a n i s h e n d of t h e i s l and , 
a n d , in J a n u a r y , e n t e r s t h e a n c i e n t c i t y of S t . D o ­
m i n g o , a n d hois t s t h e F r e n c h colors u p o n i t s r a m p a r t s . 
I n F e b r u a r y , h e a n n o u n c e s t h e pac i f ica t ion of t h e 
c o l o n y . 

T h e s t a r of L o u v e r t u r e has c u l m i n a t e d ; from t h e B a y 
of S a m a n a on t h e E a s t t o C a p e T i b u r o n on t h e W e s t 
h i s p o w e r is e v e r y w h e r e a c k n o w l e d g e d a n d e s t ab l i shed 
— a F r e n c h co lony , b u t c o n t r o l l e d b y a b l a c k , t h e o n l y 
m a n w h o can o r d e r t h e i n c o h e r e n t e l e m e n t s . 

T h r o u g h t e n l o n g yea r s , w a r h a s de so l a t ed t h i s 
i s land : d i s t r a c t e d counse l s h a v e d i scovered smal l 
w i s d o m : t h e F r e n c h h a d n o o t h e r idea t h a n t o r e t a i n 
i t as a r i ch c o l o n y for F r a n c e , a n d t o s t r ip i t s b r e a s t s 

* P r o c l a m a t i o n , BEARD, p . 128. 
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of soft d o w n for h e r l u x u r i o u s h e a d . T h e m u l a t t o e s 
w i s h e d t o sha re i n t h e spo i l . T h e b l a c k s h a d a n 
i n d i s t i n c t b u t o b s t i n a t e avers ion t o b e i n g p l u c k e d a t 
a l l ! T h i s t o o k s h a p e in t h e b r a i n of T o u s s a i n t L o u -
v e r t u r e : founded , as th i s idea w a s , u p o n t h e p r o f o u n d -
es t i n s t i n c t s of h u m a n n a t u r e , i t cou ld n o t b e d r i v e n 
o u t of t h e s e m e n , n o t e v e n b y w h i p s or b a y o n e t s . 
T o u s s a i n t k n o w s w h a t o u g h t t o b e d o n e , a n d h e a l o n e 
k n o w s h o w t o do i t . 

H e dec la res , t h a t n o S t a t e can b e p r o s p e r o u s , b u t 
w i t h a g r i c u l t u r e as i t s m a t e r i a l bas i s . 

T h a t m e n of all colors m u s t b e s e c u r e i n t h e i r l ives , 
a n d in t h e e n j o y m e n t of t h e p r o d u c t s of t h e i r o w n 
l abo r . 

T h a t good m o r a l s a n d m e a s u r e s a r e n e c e s s a r y t o t h e 
S t a t e . 

T h a t c h u r c h e s a n d schools m u s t b e r e s t o r e d and 
s u s t a i n e d . 

T h a t , t o p r e s e r v e t h e i r l i be r t i e s , t h e b l a c k s of S t . 
D o m i n g o m u s t b e r e a d y t o defend t h e m w i t h a r m s i n 
t h e i r h a n d s . 

3 
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XI. 

G E N E R A L S C H R I S T O P H E , D e s s a l i n e s , a n d M o y s e , h i s 

n e p h e w , w e r e a p p o i n t e d t o t h e c o m m a n d of t h e 
t r o o p s (in t h r e e d e p a r t m e n t s ) , a n d t o t h e s u p e r i n t e n d ­
e n c e of t h e l abors of a g r i c u l t u r e . T h e m u l a t t o Cle r -
v a u x c o m m a n d e d in t h e S p a n i s h p o r t i o n . T h e w h i t e s 
w e r e i n v i t e d t o r e s u m e t h e i r e s t a t e s , a l l o w i n g a p r o ­
p o r t i o n of t h e p r o c e e d s t o t h e l a b o r e r s ; and , w h e r e 
t h e o w n e r s h a d d i s a p p e a r e d , t h e e s t a t e s w e r e w o r k e d 
b y t h e S t a t e , t h e s a m e p r o p o r t i o n , one - fou r th or o n e -
t h i r d , b e i n g a l l o w e d t h e c u l t i v a t o r s — i n d u s t r y w a s 
e v e r y w h e r e e n c o u r a g e d , id leness r igo rous ly s u p p r e s s e d . 
I n so fruitful a l a n d t h e r e s u l t s w e r e l i ke e n c h a n t m e n t . 
T h e h o e r e p l a c e d t h e s w o r d — p r o s p e r i t y smi led u p o n 
t h e n e g l e c t e d fields—the songs of l a b o r w e r e h e a r d on 
e v e r y h a n d — c o n t e n t e d a n d hopefu l n e g r o e s t h r o n g e d 
t h e p a t h of T o u s s a i n t . * Vesse l s u n d e r t h e flag of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s c r o w d e d t h e p o r t s — t h e w h i t e s l o o k e d 
t o h i m as t h e i r de l ive re r a n d p r o t e c t o r — w h i t e s , b l a c k s 
and m u l a t t o e s w e r e a p p o i n t e d t o offices of t r u s t — 
t h e d u t i e s of m o r a l i t y a n d re l ig ion w e r e e n f o r c e d — 
t h e decenc ie s a n d re f inemen t s a n d a r t s of life w e r e 
c u l t i v a t e d — t h e d r a m a r e v i v e d — m e n of sc ience a n d 
l e a r n i n g w e r e e n c o u r a g e d . t T h e r e is a b u n d a n t ev i -

* Biog. Universelle. T . L . R A I N S F O R D , p . 2 4 0 . L A C R O I X , v o l . i., pp . 3 2 4 , 3 9 7 . 

t R A I N S F O R D , p . 2 2 2 . L A C R O I X , B R O W N , B E A R K , Quarterly Rev., N o . 4 2 . 
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dence , f rom friends a n d e n e m i e s , t o p r o v e t h a t , u n d e r 
a s y s t e m of j u s t l y p a i d l abor , t h e i s l and w a s r a p i d l y 
a d v a n c i n g t o a d e g r e e of p r o s p e r i t y w h i c h i t h a d n e v e r 
r eached .* T i m e a n d a j u s t , firm h a n d , l i k e t h a t of 
T o u s s a i n t , o n l y w e r e n e c e s s a r y t o s t e a d y t h e n e w 
S t a t e , a n d t o so lve t h e p r o b l e m of t h e c a p a b i l i t y of 
t h e b l a c k s . So far t h e w h i t e r a ce ha s d e g e n e r a t e d in 
t h e e n e r v a t i n g a n d s e d u c t i v e a i r of t h e t r o p i c s . T h e 
c a p a c i t y of t h e b l a c k s t o d e v e l o p t h e r e is an i n t e r e s t ­
ing ques t i on , n o t y e t s e t t l e d . 

T o u s s a i n t is n o w p r o u d of h i s co lor . H e says : — 
" I v a l u e m y s e l f for b e i n g b l a c k . " t H e ha s r eason . 
H i s p u b l i c l evees a r e m a r k e d b y t h e s t r i c t e s t p r o ­
p r i e t y , a n d his p r i v a t e p a r t i e s a r e n o t s t u p i d e r t h a n 
t h o s e of w h i t e m e n . I n t h e m i d s t of l u x u r y th i s ' ' o ld 
n e g r o " p r a c t i c e s h i s s i m p l e t a s t e s , o n l y i n d u l g i n g i n 
sp l endo r u p o n s t a t e occas ions . U n l i k e m o s t m e n , h e 
does n o t , w i t h success in h i s h a n d , d e s e r v e t o forfeit 
i t . L u x u r y and s l o t h do n o t b e g u i l e h i m , for h e 
k n o w s t h a t s t a b i l i t y a lone is succes s . H i s a c t i v i t y 
is u n t i r i n g — h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e e x h a u s t s five sec re ­
t a r i e s — h e t r u s t s t o t h e e y e of t h e m a s t e r a n d his 
v ig i l ance is e v e r y w h e r e . H e w o r k s ! for h is soul is 
s tee l a n d h i s b o d y i ron . R e l a y s of f a s t -pac ing horses 
a re s t a t i o n e d a t p r o p e r p o i n t s ; on t h e s e h e r ides , o u t ­
s t r i p p i n g al l b u t h i s t w o t r u m p e t e r s . F i f t y l e a g u e s , 
w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g , i t is said h e rode.+ T h e w h o l e 
ene rg i e s of h i s life a r e d e v o t e d t o t h e r ea l i z ing of a 
g r e a t idea— the liberty and elevation of the blacks. N e i t h e r 

* L A C R O I X sa id :—" U n d e r h i s s y s t e m t e n b l a c k s w o u l d do m o r e t h a n 
t w e n t y s l a v e s . " 

t L A C R O I X , v o l . i., p . 4 0 4 . + In. , v o l . i, p . 407 . 
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he n o r a n y sagac ious m a n d o u b t s t h a t h e is t h e chief 
t o secu re t h e s e , if t h e y a re y e t t o b e . H e says : — " I 
h a v e t a k e n m y flight in t h e reg ion of eag le s ; w h e n I 
a l i g h t i t m u s t be on a r o c k , a n d t h a t r o c k m u s t b e a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t , of w h i c h I sha l l b e t h e 
h e a d so long as I sha l l be a m o n g m e n . " * 

T h i s is c l ea r ly t h e n e x t s t e p : g o v e r n m e n t m u s t b e 
firmly e s t ab l i shed a n d o rde r conso l ida ted . 

F r a n c e h a d dec reed t h e l i b e r t y of a l l i t s s u b j e c t s , 
w h i t e s , b l a c k s , a n d m u l a t t o e s . I t h a d a u t h o r i z e d t h e 
e l e c t i o n a n d ac t i o n of t h e co lonia l A s s e m b l i e s ; t h e 
i s l and w a s , t he re fo re , l e g a l l y c a p a b l e of se l f -govern­
m e n t : t h e on ly q u e s t i o n w a s , h o w far i t w a s d e p e n d ­
e n t u p o n F r a n c e ? 

T o u s s a i n t cal ls t o g e t h e r a counc i l , for t h e cons ide r ­
a t ion of t h e q u e s t i o n of a c o n s t i t u t i o n . I t w a s h e a d e d 
b y Borge l l a , once m a y o r of P o r t au P r i n c e , a n d c o m ­
p o s e d of e i g h t w h i t e s a n d o n e m u l a t t o , a n d n o b l a c k s , 
n o t e v e n L o u v e r t u r e himself . 

I n M a y (1800) t h e y p r e s e n t e d h i m a ca re fu l ly -p re ­
p a r e d draft , w h i c h h e a p p r o v e d . + A s s u m i n g t h a t 
s l ave ry w a s a b o l i s h e d a n d c o u l d n e v e r m o r e exis t i n 
S t . D o m i n g o , i t m a d e no d i s t i nc t i on i n t h e po l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s — i t e s t ab l i shed t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
re l ig ion as t h a t of t h e S t a t e — i t r e q u i r e d t h a t a g r i c u l ­
t u r e s h o u l d b e e spec i a l l y e n c o u r a g e d — i t dec l a r ed 
commerce free ( th is w a s in 1800)—it e n t r u s t e d t h e 
e x e c u t i v e t o a g o v e r n o r a p p o i n t e d for five y e a r s . 

" I n cons ide ra t i on of t h e i m p o r t a n t se rv ices r e n d e r e d 
t h e co lony b y G e n e r a l T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r t u r e , h e is 

* B E A R D , p. 1 4 1 . f L A C R O I X , vol. ii., p. 22. 
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a p p o i n t e d G o v e r n o r for life, w i t h p o w e r t o choose 
his successo r . " 

T h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n w a s p r o v i s i o n a l l y e s t ab l i shed , a n d 
a c o p y f o r w a r d e d t o " Ci t i zen B u o n a p a r t e , F i r s t 
Consu l of t h e F r e n c h R e p u b l i c , " b y G e n e r a l V i n c e n t , 
J u l y 1 6 t h , 1800 . T o u s s a i n t w r o t e : — " I h a s t e n t o l a y 
i t before y o u for y o u r a p p r o b a t i o n a n d for t h e s a n c ­
t ion of t h e g o v e r n m e n t I s e r v e . " On t h e i s land i t w a s 
m a d e p u b l i c a n d a c c e p t e d w i t h so l emn formal i t ies a n d 
u n i v e r s a l j o y . T h e b l a c k s w e r e n o t on ly r e a d y b u t 
e n t h u s i a s t i c in t h e i r o b e d i e n c e t o T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r -
t u r e . 

T h e " o ld n e g r o " h a d p r o v e d h is commis s ion t o b e 
f rom h e a v e n , and L a c r o i x ' s p h r a s e h a d b e c o m e a fact . 
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XII. 

T H E g r e a t m a n , w h o h a s p r o v e d himself, k n o w s 
h imse l f ; unconsc iousnes s is t h e cond i t i on of i g n o r a n t 
g e n i u s . T o u s s a i n t h a d exp res sed in deeds , i n ACTIONS, 
t h e d u m b asp i ra t ions of h i s r a ce for f reedom, self-
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d m a n h o o d ; h e h a d g i v e n t h e m a 
c h a n c e t o r i se , a n d t h e y felt i t in e v e r y t h r o b of t h e i r 
s u s c e p t i b l e h e a r t s , a n d t h e y t o ld h i m so in t h e i r l ove a n d 
l o y a l t y t o his p e r s o n and c o m m a n d s . H e w a s a l e a d e r 
of m e n , a n d h e a c c e p t e d h i s p o s i t i o n w i t h i t s p o w e r s 
a n d i t s ca res . 

H e w h o r e t i r e s from m e n , a n d d r e a m s in t h e se rene 
s o l i t u d e of his h e r m i t a g e , m a y solace h imse l f w i t h 
g r e a t t h o u g h t s , a n d p o e t i c ideas a n d v a g u e h o p e s — 
h e m a y b e a p h i l o s o p h e r . 

B u t s u c h is n o t t h e ful lest man i f e s t a t ion of G o d . 
I t is w h e n T h o u g h t is c rys t a l l i zed i n t o A c t i o n ; for a 
good deed is g r e a t e r t h a n a good w o r d . 

N e b u l o u s , undef ined , s h a d o w y , m a t t e r floats in s p a c e 
t i l l G o d s p e a k s h i s t h o u g h t in A c t — t h e n t h e v a g u e , 
m i s t y m a s s comes i n t o h a r m o n i o u s o rder , a n d goes 
on i t s c e r t a i n w a y t h r o u g h t h e b o u n d l e s s s k y , a 
b r i l l i an t , beau t i fu l s t a r — a g u i d e t o t h e u n c e r t a i n 
m a r i n e r , a n d t h e w a n d e r i n g fug i t ive , a n d t h e h o m e 
for u n k n o w n life-

C r e a t i o n is t h e s p e e c h — t h e W o r d of G o d . 
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W h o e v e r , t he re fo re , b r i n g s O r d e r o u t of Chaos , 
Life a n d A c t i o n o u t of T h o u g h t a n d A s p i r a t i o n , 
a p p r o a c h e s t o G o d , and s u c h a re t h e m e n w h o m t h e 
w o r l d (in t h e p a s t ) has deified : s u c h w e r e H e r c u l e s 
a n d Osir is , Confucius a n d B u d h a , M a h o m e t a n d 
T h o r : t h e s e w e r e g o d l i k e m e n . 

S u c h , a lso, w e r e O b e r l i n , C r o m w e l l , W i n t h r o p , 
P e n n , O g l e t h o r p e , and W a s h i n g t o n . 

S u c h , t o o , w a s T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r t u r e . 
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X I I I . 

T H I S is t h e p l a c e t o s t o p ; from t h i s p o i n t t o 
w a t c h w i t h so l i c i tude , b u t w i t h o u t fear, t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t of t h i s enf ranchised p e o p l e , u n d e r t h e d i r ec t ion 
of t h e i r chief. I t c a n n o t b e — h i s t o r y does n o t s t o p ; 
i t s m a r c h in t h e p a s t c a n n o t be c h a n g e d — o n l y t h e 
p r e s e n t a n d t h e f u t u r e a re p l a s t i c . 

A t th i s p o i n t , t h e hor izon in S t . D o m i n g o is c lear 
a n d s e r e n e ; no m a n can see s igns of a c o m i n g t o r n a d o . 
O n l y in t h e h e a r t of T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r t u r e does t h e 
m e r c u r y t r e m b l e , i n d i c a t i n g " c h a n g e . " T h e c o n v u l ­
s ions w h i c h h a d s h a k e n E u r o p e a re s p e n t . N a p o ­
l eon is t h e m a s t e r of F r a n c e , a n d t h e t r e a t y of A m i e n s 
(1801) ha s s e c u r e d a t r e a c h e r o u s p e a c e . T o u s s a i n t 
w a t c h e d , w i t h fever ish so l i c i tude , t h e m o v e m e n t s of 
N a p o l e o n . D u l l flashes s t r e a k e d t h e eas t e rn hor i zon , 
and m u t t e r e d t h r e a t s h a r d l y m o v e d t h e air . R e p e a t ­
e d l y h e w r o t e t o N a p o l e o n , o n c e add res s ing h im as 
" T h e first of t h e b l a c k s t o t h e first of t h e w h i t e s " — 
r e p e a t e d l y h e u r g e d h is o w n l o y a l t y , a n d t h a t of h is 
r a c e , t o F r a n c e . N a p o l e o n ' s v a n i t y w a s t o u c h e d — 
T o u s s a i n t w a s t a l k e d a b o u t in E u r o p e — i n Pa r i s . * 
H e w a s a n o t h e r s t a r — a b l a c k N a p o l e o n ! T h e Cors i -
can s t o m a c h w a s q u i c k . 

W h a t ca red N a p o l e o n for F r a n c e ? W h a t ca red h e 

* Biog. Universelle, T . L . 
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for a S t . D o m i n g o n e g r o ? N a p o l e o n B u o n a p a r t e w a s 
N a p o l e o n ' s god , a n d h i m h e w o r s h i p e d . 

H e rece ived T o u s s a i n t ' s sugges t i ons a n d r e q u e s t s 
w i t h c o n t e m p t . T h i s n e g l e c t m o v e d T o u s s a i n t m o r e 
t h a n a l l o t h e r t h i n g s ; for, in t h e d i s t ance , N a p o l e o n 
s e e m e d t o h i m a m a g n a n i m o u s a n d g o d - d e s c e n d e d 
h e r o , a l ove r of l i b e r t y — a s , indeed , a t t h a t t i m e h e 
did t o m a n y m e n in F r a n c e — a s h e does t o one A b b o t t 
a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . I f w e look for w e a k n e s s in L o u ­
v e r t u r e , w e sha l l find i t h e r e ; h e t r u s t e d F r a n c e , h e 
t r u s t e d N a p o l e o n , a n d h e t r u s t e d t h e p l a n t e r s of S t . 
D o m i n g o . H e be l i eved t h a t , b y his j u s t i c e and m a g ­
n a n i m i t y t o t h e m , h e cou ld m o v e t h e m from t h e i r i n sane 
p u r p o s e of r e ëns l av i ng t h e b l a c k s . I f he h a d b r a y e d 
t h e m in m o r t a r s h e c o u l d n o t h a v e g o t i t o u t of t h e m . 
K n o w i n g t h e e x p e r i e n c e , e d u c a t i o n , r e sou rce s , a n d 
p o w e r of t h e w h i t e s , a n d t h e i g n o r a n c e , a n d w e a k n e s s 
of t h e b l a c k s , he s o u g h t s u p p o r t in his w o r k from t h e 
w h i t e s . H e , in a d e g r e e , d i m m e d t h e p r e s t i g e of h i s 
g r e a t n e s s , in t h e eyes of t h e b l a c k s , b y concess ions 
m a d e to t h e w h i t e s . So des i rous w a s h e of t h e confi­
d e n c e of t h e w h i t e s , a n d of a c h a r a c t e r for s t r i c t 
i m p a r t i a l i t y , t h a t w h e n t h e b l a c k s in G e n e r a l Moyse ' s 
d i s t r i c t , in t h e i r sens i t ive fears of r e ë n s l a v e m e n t , 
rose a n d m u r d e r e d some of t h e w h i t e s , a n d w e r e 
n o t h i n d e r e d b y G e n e r a l Moyse , h e h a d h i m c o u r t -
m a r t i a l l e d , a n d a l l o w e d h i m t o b e sho t , and h e a 
s u p e r b officer a n d his o w n n e p h e w . H e d i sa rmed his 
t r o o p s and sen t t h e m b a c k t o t h e l abors of a g r i c u l t u r e . 
B u t al l t h e s e ava i led n o t h i n g . 

P e a c e in E u r o p e foreboded w a r in S t . D o m i n g o . 
E x a s p e r a t e d p l a n t e r s g a t h e r e d in P a r i s ; t h e y c l a m o r e d 

a* 
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as ever for t h e i r o ld w e a l t h a n d r i g h t s — t h e y said : — 
" N o s lavery , no c o l o n i e s ! " N a p o l e o n ' s c o u n s e l o r s 
r e c o m m e n d e d force. " W h a t do y o u t h i n k of t h e 
m a t t e r ? " said N a p o l e o n , to t h e A b b é Grégo i r e . " I 
t h i n k , " said he , " t h a t if t h e s e counse lo r s w e r e t o 
c h a n g e color , t h e y w o u l d c h a n g e o p i n i o n s . " H e 
n e v e r said m o r e t r u t h w i t h less w o r d s . M a k e t h e 
b l a c k s w h i t e , and t o - m o r r o w n e g r o s l ave ry w o u l d b e 
ended . T h e r e s t o r a t i o n of s l ave ry w a s r e so lved on in 
t h e L e g i s l a t i v e b o d y , b y a v o t e of t w o h u n d r e d a n d 
t w e l v e aga in s t s ix ty-f ive!* T h i s w a s i n R e p u b l i c a n 
F r a n c e , u n d e r a. R e p u b l i c a n Consu l , w h o s h o u t e d t h e 
w o r d s , " P e a c e " a n d " L i b e r t y " t i l l h e w a s h o a r s e , 
and t h e w o r l d b e c a m e s ick of t h e m a n d h i m . O n t h e 
20th May , 1801, B u o n a p a r t e i s sued t h e dec ree r e s t o r i n g 
t h e co lon ies t o t h e i r cond i t ion p r e v i o u s to 1789—this 
a u t h o r i z e d t h e s l ave - t r ade and a b r o g a t e d l i b e r t y . B u t , 
p e r h a p s , h e h a d g o n e t o o fast ? H e a f t e rwards dec reed 
t h a t S t . D o m i n g o a n d G u a d a l o u p e shou ld b e e x c e p t e d 
— f o r h o w long , h e o m i t t e d to say . W h e n G e n e r a l 
V i n c e n t p r e s e n t e d t o h i m t h e draft for t h e C o n s t i t u ­
t i on s en t b y T o u s s a i n t , h e c a u g h t his o p p o r t u n i t y — 
" H e r e , ' said he , " i s a r e v o l t e d s lave w h o m w e m u s t 
p u n i s h — t h e h o n o r of F r a n c e is o u t r a g e d . " V i n c e n t 
p l e a d e d ; t h e min i s t e r , Fo r fa i t , a t t e m p t e d d i s s u a s i o n — 
h e w a s s i lenced b y t h i s a n s w e r : — " T h e r e a r e s ix ty 
t h o u s a n d m e n t h a t I w a n t t o send t o a d i s t ance ! " 
Old so ld iers of t h e R e p u b l i c — s o m e of w h o m be l i eved 
" L i b e r t y " t o be o t h e r t h a n a s h o u t . 

T h e e x p e d i t i o n w a s reso lved o n — m a n c o u l d n o t h i n ­
de r i t . T h e w h i t e s i n t e r e s t e d in th i s i s land w e r e e x u l t a n t ; 

* B E A R D , p. 1 5 4 . 
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t h e i r j o y v i b r a t e d in t h e h e a r t s of s o m e w h i t e s a n d m u ­
l a t t o e s in S t . D o m i n g o . T h e y r e c k o n e d t h a t t h e b l a c k s 
w o u l d a t o n c e pass u n d e r t h e y o k e — c r e a t e d b y God , as 
t h e y w e r e , for s l ave ry ; t h e y forgo t w h a t t w e l v e yea r s 
of s t r u g g l e a n d l i b e r t y m i g h t h a v e d o n e for t h e n e g r o . * 
Y e t , w h y is t h i s g r e a t a r m y s e n t ? T h e c o l o n y is 
n o t in r e b e l l i o n ; i t h a s n o t den ied t h e a u t h o r i t y of 
F r a n c e — i n d e e d , has n o t T o u s s a i n t d r i v e n o u t t h e 
S p a n i a r d s a n d E n g l i s h — t h o s e e n e m i e s of F r a n c e — 
a n d refused l i b e r t y a n d p r o t e c t i o n f rom E n g l a n d ? 
F o r w h a t , t h e n , is t h i s m i g h t y a r m a m e n t ! t h e s e fifty-
six w a r l i k e sh ips , t h i s G e n e r a l L e Cle rc , t h i s A d m i r a l 
J o y e u s e , t h e s e 3 0 , 0 0 0 v e t e r a n s o l d i e r s — a r e a l l t h e s e 
n e e d e d t o r e s t o r e t o F r a n c e t h e i s l and w h i c h she ha s 
n e v e r los t ? I f n o t for t h a t , t h e n for w h a t a re t h e y 
i n t e n d e d ? 

* L A C R O I X , v o l . i i . , p . 7 1 . 
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XIV. 

N O T m o r e sens i t ive t o t h e b r e a t h of t h e e v e n i n g a i r 
is t h e t e n d e r m i m o s a , t h a n is T o u s s a i n t t o t h e s u s p i ­
c ion of d a n g e r — h e w h o h a s suffered a n d h o p e d so 
m a n y y e a r s , for t h e l i b e r t y a n d i m p r o v e m e n t of t h e 
b l a c k s . H e w h o h a s d o n e so m u c h for h i s o w n r a c e 
a n d for t h e w h i t e s , w h o h a s s h o w n m e r c y , w h e n 
o t h e r s w e r e b l o o d - t h i r s t y , w h o h a s s t ead i ly l ooked t o 
a g r e a t end , a n d ha s h a d fai th t h a t in al l h is good 
p u r p o s e s a n d h o p e s , h e sh ou ld b e s u s t a i n e d b y t h a t 
g e n e r o u s n a t i o n , w h i c h h a d p o u r e d o u t i t s b lood l ike 
w a t e r for f r e e d o m — h e n o w h e a r s , w i t h d i smay , t h a t 
t h a t g r e a t na t i on h a d reso lved on s o m e t h i n g , and t h e 
w h i t e s said t o r e s to re h i m and his r ace t o s l ave ry ; t h a t 
a l l t h e b lood , a n d to i l , a n d suffering, w e r e t o b e as 
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n o t h i n g , a n d t h a t , d i r e c t e d b y t h e g r e a t e s t c a p t a i n of 
t h e age , t h e s e soldiers a n d t h e s e sh ips w e r e a p p r o a c h ­
ing for h i s d e s t r u c t i o n . 

T o u s s a i n t s t a n d s on t h e h i g h t s w h i c h ove r look t h e 
w i d e a n d beau t i fu l b a y of S a m a n a * — h e , a lone w i t h 
C h r i s t o p h e . ( J an . ) Sai l af ter sail w h i t e n s t h e ho r i zon 
a n d g a t h e r s t o t h e r e n d e z v o u s ; a n d t h e y c o u n t t e n , 
t w e n t y , t h i r t y , for ty , fifty-six ! T h e m e r c u r y in t h e 
h e a r t of T o u s s a i n t s inks from s i g h t : h e sees t h e h o p e s 
of h i s life m a d e havoc , and. d e s t r u c t i o n aga in d r i v i n g 
a w a y p e a c e . H e t u r n s from t h e v is ion , and , w i t h 
h e a v y s t eps , seeks his p l a c e . 

F r o m t h e s h i p s w e n t u p t h e T e D e u m a n d songs of 
t h a n k s g i v i n g , t h a t H e a v e n h a d smi led on t h e s p e e d y 
and p r o s p e r o u s v o y a g e — t h e gods w e r e p r o p i t i o u s a n d 
success s e e m e d ce r t a in . T h e sh ips w e r e fu rn i shed 
w i t h e v e r y m u n i t i o n of w a r . T h e y b o r e L e C le r c as 
t h e l eade r of t h e e x p e d i t i o n ; and , w i t h h i m , his wife , 
P a u l i n e , t h e fasc ina t ing b a c c h a n t e venus victrix, s is ter 
of Napoléon*—for, w a s n o t th i s a ho l iday affair ? W i t h 
h i m w e r e A d m i r a l V a l l a r e t J o y e u s e , G e n e r a l K e r v e r -
seau , R o c h a m b e a u , B o u d e t , a n d H a r d y . W e r e t h e r e 
not- t h e m u l a t t o chiefs, R i g a u d , P e t i o n , a n d B o y e r ? 
sagac ious a n d b r a v e m u l a t t o e s w h o m a y l ive t o r e p e n t 
th i s su ic ida l ac t . I t w a s c lear t h a t t h e b l a c k s m u s t 
a g a i n c lasp t h e i r cha ins , t h a t T o u s s a i n t m u s t r e t u r n 
t o t h e g r o o m i n g of B a y o u ' s h o r s e s , a n d a peacefu l 
b a n a n a life. B u t n o t y e t h a d T o u s s a i n t a c c e p t e d 
t h e m e a n e s t ex i s t ence poss ib le t o m a n . W i t h h i s 
t r o o p s s c a t t e r e d over t h e i s land , (less t h a n 20,000 
m e n ) , w h a t m i g h t y e t be d o n e ? T o die a t l eas t ! " I 

* F a m o u s , n o w , for Mr. a n d Mrs. C a z n c a u ' s t w o - h o r s e d i p l o m a c y , 1854 . 
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t o o k u p a r m s for t h e f reedom of m y c o l o r , " said T o u s ­
s a i n t ; " i t is ou r o w n — w e wi l l defend i t or p e r i s h . " 

T h e fleet h a d g a t h e r e d in t h e B a y of S a m a n a — i n 
four d iv is ions i t h a d sa i led a w a y . O n t h e m o u n t a i n -
r a n g e of A r t i b o n i t e L o u v e r t u r e a w a i t s t h e shock . 
C h r i s t o p h e is in t h e N o r t h , Dessa l ines in t h e S o u t h . 
T h e a r m a m e n t s a p p r o a c h e d t h e i s land a t F o r t D a u p h i n 
and C a p F r a n ç o i s on t h e N o r t h , a t S t . D o m i n g o on 
t h e S o u t h , a t P o r t au P r i n c e on t h e W e s t . N o dec la ­
r a t i o n of w a r , no n e g o c i a t i o n s p r e c e d e d t h e m . Chr i s ­
t o p h e , a t C a p F r a n ç o i s , w a i t e d t h e a p p r o a c h of t h e 
divis ion l ed b y L e C le r c a n d G e n e r a l H a r d y . L a r g e -
h e a r t e d , p r u d e n t , a c t i v e and d a r i n g , C h r i s t o p h e felt 
h imse l f e q u a l t o t h e e m e r g e n c y . L e b r u n , t h e a id -de ­
c a m p of L e C le rc , l anded , a n d w a s c o n d u c t e d t h r o u g h 
t h e s t r e e t s of t h e c i t y t o C h r i s t o p h e . H e a d m i r e d i t s 
w e l l - b u i l t houses a n d i t s a i r of w e a l t h , a n d he d r o p p e d 
a l o n g his r o u t e p r o c l a m a t i o n s add re s sed t o t h e i n h a b i ­
t a n t s , b r e a t h i n g p e a c e a n d l i b e r t y . 

G e n e r a l C h r i s t o p h e r e c e i v e d h i m — r e p l i e d t h a t 
t h e Commander - in -ch ie f , T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r t u r e , o n l y 
could rece ive his d i s p a t c h e s , t h a t t h e fleet cou ld n o t 
be a l l o w e d t o e n t e r t h e h a r b o r , n o r t h e t r o o p s t o l a n d 
e x c e p t a t h i s o rde r . L e b r u n w h i s p e r e d t o C h r i s t o p h e , 
t h a t L e C l e r c h a d for h i m g r e a t m a r k s of favor from t h e 
F i r s t C o n s u l . C h r i s t o p h e t u r n e d f rom h i m a n d said : — 
" I k n o w n o chief b u t T o u s s a i n t . " * 

T h e p r o c l a m a t i o n s s c a t t e r e d b y L e b r u n m a d e n o 
m e n t i o n of t h e chief of t h e b l a c k s , a n d t h r e a t e n e d 

* T h e c a j o l i n g of L e Clerc a n d the m a n l i n e s s of C h r i s t o p h e , are suffi­
c i e n t l y a p p a r e n t in the i r p u b l i s h e d c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . — S e e ap. to the Hour 
and the Man. 
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conf lagra t ion a n d d e s t r u c t i o n i n case of d i sobed ience : 
t h e y b u t i nc rea sed t h e d i s t rus t of C h r i s t o p h e . H e 
a s sembled h is t r o o p s in t h e P l a c e d ' A r m e s , a n d a d m i n ­
i s te red an o a t h t h a t t h e y w o u l d c o n q u e r or pe r i sh , if 
force shou ld b e u s e d aga in s t T o u s s a i n t , or t h e l i b e r t y 
of t h e i r r ace . T h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e t o w n w e r e d is­
t r a c t e d w i t h confl ic t ing fears ; on t h e one h a n d w a s 
n e w , u n t r i e d w h i t e domin ion , w i t h poss ib le or p r o b a b l e 
s l a v e r y — o n t h e o the r , t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e i r b e a u t i ­
ful t o w n , deso la t ion , a n d aga in t h e h o r r o r s of w a r . 
T h e s e d o u b t s did n o t l a s t l o n g , R o c h a m b e a u h a d 
l anded , d r i ven t h e b l a c k s before h i m , b r e a c h e d a n d 
car r ied F o r t D a u p h i n , s l a u g h t e r e d his p r i sone r s , a n d 
w a s m a r c h i n g on C a p . W a r w a s b e g u n ! 

D i s o r d e r a n d p a n i c s p r e a d on t h e P l a i n d u Nord , a n d 
t h e f r i gh t ened b l a c k s c a m e p o u r i n g i n t o C a p , c r y i n g 
for a r m s . C h r i s t o p h e o rde red all t h e u n a r m e d i n h a b i ­
t a n t s t o l eave t h e t o w n ; h e t o o k u n d e r h i s p r o t e c t i o n 
2 ,000 w h i t e s , m e n , w o m e n , a n d ch i ld ren , a n d s e n t 
t h e m t o t h e in te r io r . H e s t ee l ed h i s h e a r t , h e w a s 
inexorab le , h e p r e p a r e d for d e s p e r a t e m e a s u r e s : — " G o , 
t e l l y o u r G e n e r a l , " h e said, " t h a t t h e F r e n c h sha l l 
m a r c h h e r e o n l y over ashes , a n d t h a t t h e g r o u n d sha l l 
b u r n b e n e a t h t h e i r f ee t . " L e C l e r c feared de lay ; h e 
p u t h is sh ips in m o t i o n , a n d t h e no ise of h i s c a n n o n 
s p r e a d t u m u l t a n d a l a r m . C h r i s t o p h e k n e w h e cou ld 
n o t successfu l ly res is t t h e c o m b i n e d a t t a c k , so h e 
furn ished his soldiers w i t h t o r c h e s , t o o k one in h i s 
h a n d , and , ra i s ing i t t o H e a v e n , ca l led G o d t o w i t n e s s , 
t h a t h e w a s d r iven to e x t r e m i t y ! H i s o w n h o u s e , 
cos t ly a n d beau t i fu l , w a s his first sacrifice ; t h e n b u r s t 
over t h e c i ty an o c e a n of flame : i t r evea l ed t h e d i s m a y 
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of t h e w h i t e s , t h e b i t t e r a n d s i l en t fury of t h e b l a c k s . 
T h e y r e t i r e d t o t h e h i g h t s a b o v e C a p , t h e F r e n c h 
m a r c h e d over t h e b u r n i n g ashes , a n d t h e exp los ion of. 
t h e m a g a z i n e c o m p l e t e d t h e w o r k of despa i r . 

P o r t a u P r i n c e c a m e n i g h s h a r i n g t h e s a m e fate . 
G e n e r a l A g é (a w h i t e ) , t o w h o m i t w a s e n t r u s t e d , 
w a s not, p r o o f a g a i n s t p e r s u a s i o n or fear ; b u t in L a ­
m a r t i n i è r e , a q u a r t e r o n , t h e r e w a s a d e t e r m i n e d soul . 
W h e n L a c o m b , w h o ins i s ted u p o n a d m i t t i n g t h e 
F r e n c h , re fused t o g ive u p t h e k e y s of t h e m a g a z i n e 
a n d a r sena l , L a m a r t i n i è r e sho t h i m t h r o u g h t h e h e a d ; 
s u c h w a s his p o w e r of p e r s u a s i o n in e x t r e m e eases . 
" I f t h e F r e n c h l a n d before w e c a n b e in fo rmed of t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n of T o u s s a i n t , t h r e e cannon s h o t sha l l b e 
t h e s igna l for d e s t r u c t i o n ! " T h a t w a s h i s r e p l y . 
T h e y did l and , a n d t h e t h r e e c a n n o n b o o m e d over t h e 
p l a i n . F l a m e s a rose on e v e r y h a n d a n d fr ightful d is ­
o r d e r — t h e infur ia ted b l a c k s fell u p o n t h e w h i t e s , a n d 
s l a u g h t e r e d t h e m e v e n t o t h e g a t e s of t h e c h u r c h . 
T h e F r e n c h c h a r g e d u p , r u s h e d i n t o t h e c i t y a n d 
s t a y e d t h e conf lagra t ion . L a m a r t i n i è r e fell b a c k 
t o w a r d s G e n e r a l Dessa l i ne s , afflicted a t h i s fa i lure t o 
d e s t r o y t h e c i t y r a t h e r t h a n a t h i s defeat . 

I n t h e E a s t , t h e c i t y of S t . D o m i n g o , u n d e r P a u l 
L o u v e r t u r e , y i e l d e d t o K e r v e r s e a u . 

I n t h e S o u t h , t h e s ea t of R i g a u d ' s t r i u m p h s a n d 
defeats, L a P l u m e , t h e m u l a t t o l eader , h a d b e e n t r e a ­
c h e r o u s t o T o u s s a i n t ; so h a d C l e r v a u x . T h e p r i n c i p a l 
t o w n s w e r e t h u s in t h e h a n d s of L e C le r c : b u t w a s 
t h e i s l and w o n ? T o u s s a i n t , w i t h D e s s a l i n e s a n d Chr i s ­
t o p h e , n o w r e t i r e d t o w a r d t h e m o u n t a i n s , b u r n i n g w h a t ­
eve r m i g h t b e a so lace t o t h e F r e n c h . H e k n e w , a n d 
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t h e b l a c k s n o w k n e w , w h a t t h e y w e r e t o look for f rom 
t h e invade r s : t h e m a s k w a s t o r n a w a y . T h e r e w o u l d 
b e smal l c h a n c e for t h e b l a c k s , w h e n o n c e t h e y w e r e 
d i sa rmed ; smal l c h a n c e , w i t h a p o w e r f u l F r e n c h force 
in al l t h e s t rongho lds of t h e i s land , a n d w i t h t h e m , 
Rigaud , P e t i o n , B o y e r , a n d C h a n l e t t e , v ind i c t i ve 
o p p o n e n t s of T o u s s a i n t . I n t h e m o u n t a i n s , t h e r e f o r e , 
T o u s s a i n t g a t h e r e d his s h a t t e r e d forces ; b u t , t h e i s land 
w a s n o t y e t won . 
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XV. 

N E W t a c t i c s n o w s e e m neces sa ry , a n d L e C le r c has 
t h e m a t h a n d . 

I n l a n d a m o n g t h e m o u n t a i n s , t w o days d i s t ance 
from C a p F r a n ç o i s , is t h e v i l l age of E n n e r y ; t h e r e 
T o u s s a i n t ha s s t a t i o n e d his fami ly . T h e qu i e t of t h e 
p l a c e is m o v e d b y a n u n w o n t e d s t i r — w h a t can i t 
m e a n , for t h e sounds a r e n o t t h o s e of t r o o p s ? T o w a r d s 
n i n e o ' c lock a t n i g h t m e s s e n g e r s b r i n g w o r d to t h e 
wife of T o u s s a i n t t h a t h e r sons , t h e y w h o h a d b e e n so 
l o n g absen t in F r a n c e , a re c o m i n g . W i t h a few fr iends, 
she goes w i t h t o r c h e s i n t o t h e h i g h w a y t o m e e t t h e m . 
I n t h e m i d s t of t h a t g r e a t c r o w d , h u s h e d t o s i lence in 
t h e se rene n i g h t , she g r e e t s t h e m w i t h j o y a n d t ea r s . 
T o w a r d s m i d n i g h t of t h e n e x t d a y T o u s s a i n t arr ives ; 
h e p resses his sons t o his b r e a s t , a n d t e a r s o n c e m o r e 
w a t e r t h e fu r rows of his w o r n face. 

T h e y o u n g m e n p r e s e n t t h e i r t u t o r (M. Coisnon) , 
w h o , after r ece iv ing t h e w a r m t h a n k s of t h e fa ther , 
h a n d s h i m a go lden b o x c o n t a i n i n g a l e t t e r from 
N a p o l e o n . T o u s s a n t reads i t . H i g h l y c o m p l i m e n t a r y 
t o h im , i t ob jec ted t o t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e a d y formed, 
b u t sugges t ed n o o t h e r ; i t advised submiss ion t o t h e 
n e w C a p t a i n - G e n e r a l L e Cle rc , and t h r e a t e n e d p u n i s h ­
m e n t for d i sobed ience ; i t s p o k e of t he i r l i be r t i e s as 
d u e t o F r a n c e ( T o u s s a i n t is g r a v e — b e does n o t even 
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smile h e r e ) ; i t did n o t p r o m i s e a n y t h i n g on th i s score , 
b u t p o i n t e d t o t h e l i b e r t y F r a n c e h a d g iven t o o t h e r 
na t ions , a n d s t a t ed t h a t t h e y cou ld o n l y en joy l i b e r t y 
as F r e n c h ci t izens, a n d a sked submiss ion , co -ope ra t i on , 
a n d p e a c e . * 

T o u s s a i n t t u r n s t o M. Coisnon , a n d s a y s — " T h r e e 
m o n t h s after t h e d a t e y o u b r i n g m e a l e t t e r w h i c h 
a n n o u n c e s p e a c e ; t h e ac t ion of G e n e r a l L e Cle rc is 
w a r . I h a d es tab l i shed order a n d j u s t i c e h e r e ; n o w 
all h i s confusion a n d m i s e r y . T a k e b a c k m y sons , 
M. Coisnon , I c a n n o t r ece ive t h e m as t h e p r i c e of m y 
s u r r e n d e r . " T h e ch i l d r en w e r e aga in s e n t t o h i m ; 
t h e y t h r e w t h e m s e l v e s in to h i s a r m s w i t h e n t r e a t i e s . 
T o u s s a i n t r e m a i n e d inflexible. " M y c h i l d r e n , " h e 
said, " m a k e y o u r c h o i c e — w h a t e v e r i t is , I shal l 
a l w a y s love y o u . " P l a c i d e a lone s a i d — " M y fa ther , 
I a m y o u r s ; I fear t h e f u t u r e — I fear s l a v e r y . " 

* B E A R D ' S Life, p . 174 . 
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XVI. 

L E C L E R C w a s i n d i g n a n t ; and d e c l a r e d h e w o u l d t a k e 
T o u s s a i n t before h e h a d h is b o o t s off! H e i ssued his 
p r o c l a m a t i o n — a l m o s t as g r a n d — b r i e f as N a p o l e o n ' s , 
a n d dec la red T o u s s a i n t a n d C h r i s t o p h e o u t l a w s , e t c . , 
e t c . , T o u s s a i n t r e ads i t t o his soldiers ; w i t h o n e 
vo ice t h e y c r i e d — " W e w i l l die w i t h y o u ! " H i s 
p l a n n o w is t o ha ra s s t h e F r e n c h c o n t i n u a l l y , t o 
l eave t h e m n o r e s t , n e v e r t o m e e t t h e m i n o p e n w a r ­
fare, b u t t o c u t t h e m off i n d e t a i l — t o d e s t r o y al l 
before t h e m , houses , food a n d w a t e r ; " t h r o w corpses 
a n d ho r se s i n t o t h e foun ta in s , b u r n a n d a n n i h i l a t e 
e v e r y t h i n g in o rde r t h a t t h o s e w h o c o m e t o r e d u c e u s 
t o s l ave ry m a y h a v e before t h e i r eyes t h e i m a g e of 
t h a t he l l w h i c h t h e y d e s e r v e . " " D o n o t forget w h i l e 
w a i t i n g for t h e r a i n y season , w h i c h w i l l r id u s of o u r 
foes, t h a t w e h a v e n o r e s o u r c e b u t d e s t r u c t i o n and 
f l ames . " S u c h a re his i n s t r u c t i o n s — t h e fierce D e s -
sa l ines m o r e t h a n o b e y e d t h e m . H e d rove t h e w h i t e s 
before h i m a n d d e s t r o y e d t h e i r t o w n s , a n d left dead 
bod ies l y i n g i n h e a p s t o t e l l t h e F r e n c h of t h e i r 
d e s p e r a t i o n a n d fe roc i ty . T h e " h o r r o r s " aga in w e r e 
a b r o a d — f e a r b e g a n t h e m , t h e F r e n c h seconded t h e m ; 
b l a c k s aga in m u r d e r e d w h i t e s — w h i t e s aga in s l a u g h ­
t e r e d b l a c k s . A l l t h e b l a c k s , h o w e v e r , w e r e n o t 
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savage , n o r al l t h e w h i t e s b l o o d t h i r s t y , for t h e h e a r t of 
m a n r e t u r n s t o m e r c y . 

T h e s t r o n g r e d o u b t of C r ê t e à P i e r r o t , b u i l t b y t h e 
E n g l i s h , defends t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e wi ld m o u n t a i n s 
of t h e A r t i b o n i t e ; t h e r e a s m a l l a r m y can fight 
aga ins t n u m b e r s . T h i t h e r T o u s s a i n t co l l ec t s h i s 
b e a t e n forces, t h i t h e r c a m e Dessa l ines a n d L a m a r t i -
n i è re , t h e i r l eade r s . H e s t r e n g t h e n s C r ê t e à P i e r r o t , 
and c h a r g e s t h e m t o defend i t . 

T h e F r e n c h d r e w n e a r u n d e r D e b e l l e , R o c h a m b e a u , 
and H a r d y ; t h e y w e r e t h e t r o o p s of I t a l y and t h e 
Ni le , t w e l v e t h o u s a n d s t r o n g , before w h o m th i s r a b b l e 
of b l a c k s w e r e t o fly l ike s h e e p . W h e n t h e y a p p e a r e d 
Dessa l ines o p e n e d his g a t e s a n d ca l led u p o n al l w h o 
feared or favored t h e F r e n c h to w a l k o u t of t h e for t . 
S o m e w e n t , b u t t h e r e s t w e r e t h e s t r o n g e r . T h e 
F r e n c h c a m e on w i t h t h e i r u s u a l a r d o r ; t h e firing-
b e g a n ; t h e m o m e n t t h e y w e r e w i t h i n r e a c h of t h e 
b l a c k s t h e b a t t e r i e s s w e p t t h e m d o w n . F o u r h u n d r e d 
m e n w e n t d o w n t h a t day , a m o n g t h e m G e n e r a l s 
D e b e l l e a n d D e v a u x . L e C l e r c h e a r d a n d w a s cha -
g r ined ; h e h a s t e n e d f rom P o r t a u P r i n c e w i t h G e n e r a l 
B o u d e t ' s d ivis ion. Dessa l ines h a d i m p r o v e d t h e t i m e 
t o bu i ld a n o t h e r s t r o n g r e d o u b t . T h e F r e n c h aga in 
a d v a n c e d , R i g a u d and P e t i o n a m o n g t h e m , and d r o v e 
in t h e b l a c k s ; aga in t h e w e l l - m a n n e d b a t t e r i e s 
m o w e d t h e m d o w n , a n d B o u d e t w a s w o u n d e d . 
G e n e r a l D a g u a b r o u g h t in h i s division ; h e w a s s t r u c k 
a n d b u t one g e n e r a l officer (Lacro ix) k e p t t h e field. 
T h e b l a c k s t h e n c h a r g e d a n d b e a t t h e assa i lan t s , a n d 
L e C le r c h imse l f r e c e i v e d a s l igh t w o u n d . T h e F r e n c h 
in t h i s a t t e m p t los t e i gh t h u n d r e d m e n . 
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L e C l e r c w a s s t i l l ob l iged t o w e a r his b o o t s , for T o u s ­
sa in t w a s n o t t a k e n , n o r e v e n C r ê t e à P i e r r o t . T h e 
F r e n c h t h e n sa t d o w n before t h i s fort t o i n v e s t a n d 
bes iege i t in r e g u l a r form, for t h e b l a c k s fough t l i ke 
devi ls ; t h e y w o u l d n o t fly. 

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e , T o u s s a i n t is n o t i d l e — e v e r y w h e r e 
t h e m a s t e r - s p i r i t is a t w o r k . H e goes l i ke t h e w i n d — h e 
c o u n s e l s — h e s c h e m e s — h e f i g h t s — h e d a r e s — h e goes 
i n t o t h e c h u r c h e s of t h e i s land, a n d w i t h few a n d m a n l y 
w o r d s rouses his p e o p l e — h e s t r e n g t h e n s C h a r l e s Be l l a i r 
in t h e m o u u t a i n of V e r e t t e s — h e chee r s M a u r e p a s in 
t h e n o r t h w e s t — h e c o m e s w i t h a s m a l l force t o E n n e r y , 
a n d t h e F r e n c h ga r r i son fly before h i m — h e a p p e a r s 
before G o n a ï v e s — h e h a s t e n s t o M a r m a l a d e , a n d s ends 
a n e w p l a n of o p e r a t i o n s t o C h r i s t o p h e i n t h e N o r t h 
— h e goes t o P l a i s a n c e , c a p t u r e s a fort , m a r c h e s h i s 
t r o o p s t o m e e t D e s f o r n e a u x , a n d b e a t s h i m b a c k . 
L e a r n i n g , t h e n , t h a t t h e fort of C r ê t e à P i e r r o t w a s 
in dange r , h e h a s t e n s w i t h a smal l a n d r e s o l u t e force, 
d e t e r m i n e d t o su rp r i s e a n d c a r r y off L e C l e r c . I t is 
t o o l a t e ! L a m a r t i n i è r e , t o w h o m D e s s a l i n e s h a d e n ­
t r u s t e d t h e defense of t h e fort , h a d d o n e a l l t h a t sk i l l , 
a n d c o u r a g e , a n d h e r o i s m , c o u l d do, a n d a t l a s t h a d 
c u t h i s w a y t h r o u g h t h e F r e n c h l ines , l e a v i n g o n l y t h e 
r u i n e d for t ress a n d t h e bod i e s of d e a d m e n t o t h e 
F r e n c h a r m y — n o m o r e , n o t e v e n g l o r y !* 

T h e for t ress of C r ê t e à P i e r r o t h a d fal len, a n d five 
t h o u s a n d g a l l a n t F r e n c h m e n w e r e d i sab led or d e a d ! 
T h e b l a c k soldiers of S t . D o m i n g o had m e t t h e w h i t e 
so ld iers of F r a n c e , a n d h a d p r o v e d t h e m s e l v e s m e n . 

T h e for t ress h a d fal len, b u t n o t T o u s s a i n t . T h e 
F r e n c h a r m y , in s e p a r a t e divis ions , t o o k different d i r ec -

* L A C R O I X , v o l . i i . , p . 170 . 
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t ions. T h e c o u n t r y s e e m e d t o s w a r m w i t h b l a c k s , 
and t h e y spa red n e i t h e r t h e i r o w n l ives n o r t h e l ives 
of t h e F r e n c h . G e n e r a l H a r d y d r a g g e d h is w e a r y 
m a r c h t o w a r d s C a p F r a n ç o i s , a n d five h u n d r e d of h i s 
m e n w e r e d e s t r o y e d before h e r e a c h e d i t , y e t n o b a t t l e 
Was fough t . B o u d e t ' s division r e t u r n e d t o P o r t a u 
P r i n c e . C h a r l e s Be l l a i r h u n g u p o n h i m — h a r a s s e d 
h im, a n d w h e n h e e n t e r e d P o r t au P r i n c e , a s tud ied dis­
p lay w a s n e c e s s a r y t o c o n c e a l h i s fr ightful losses . I n 
the N o r t h , t h e w a r w a s k e p t a l ive b y C h r i s t o p h e . 

T h e b l a c k s w e r e e v e r y w h e r e b e a t e n — b u t t h e s i tu ­
at ion of t h e F r e n c h w a s one of e x t r e m e difficulty. L e 
Clerc h a d l e a r n e d t h e t r u t h of w h a t V i n c e n t h a d t o l d 
N a p o l e o n — " A t t h e h e a d of so m a n y r e s o u r c e s is a 
man , t h e m o s t ac t ive a n d indefa t igab le t h a t can p o s ­
sibly b e i m a g i n e d . " T h o u g h m a n y of t h e b l a c k s h a d 
j o ined t h e F r e n c h , y e t , fear of s lavery , and h a t r e d of 
White domin ion , m a d e t h e r e s t d e s p e r a t e — t h e y w e r e 
m e n t o d ie . Of w h a t u s e t o fight aga ins t t h e s e ? V i c ­
to ry w a s b a r r e n : r u i n e d f o r t s — b u r n e d c i t i e s — p u t r e ­
fying c a r c a s s e s — d e s o l a t e fields, w e r e t h e r e w a r d s of 
the F r e n c h . T h e c l i m a t e w a s i n t o l e r a b l e , t h e w o r k 
of t h e so ld iers s eve re , a n d t h e y m u r m u r e d ; t h e y said, 
" t h e C o n s u l h a s s en t u s h e r e t o p e r i s h . " T w e l v e 
t h o u s a n d of t h e m w e r e dead or in t h e h o s p i t a l s . L e 
Clerc aga in t r i e d d i p l o m a c y and pe r suas ion , and w i t h 
success. 
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X V I I . 

I N T O t h e recesses of M o u n t Cahos T o u s s a i n t r e t i r e s 
w i t h a few sold iers a n d fr iends, h e r e for a f ew days 
t o en joy r e p o s e , once m o r e in t h e b o s o m of his 
fami ly . T h e f u t u r e is d a r k ! W h a t h a s h e n o t 
a t t e m p t e d , ach ieved , suffered, a n d l o s t ? L i b e r t y , 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d m a n h o o d for t h e desp i sed b l a c k s . 
T h e s t r u g g l e is a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h n a t i o n — n o s y m ­
p a t h y o r aid from w i t h o u t is pos s ib l e , for E n g l a n d 
a n d A m e r i c a a re b o t h c o m m i t t e d t o S l a v e r y . N o t 
o n l y so, b u t t r e a c h e r y , a n d w e a k n e s s , a n d wear iness , 
a re a m o n g t h e b l a c k s — L a P l u m e , C l e r v a u x , and 
P a u l L o u v e r t u r e h a d s u c c u m b e d — a n o t h e r b l o w fol­
l o w e d — t h e defec t ion of Cha r l e s Be l l a i r : — a n d y e t 
a n o t h e r , M a u r e p a s , o n e of t h e b r a v e s t of h i s gene ra l s . 
D a r k as is t h e p r o s p e c t , T o u s s a i n t d e t e r m i n e s to 
dese rve success . H e r e s u m e s h i s o p e r a t i o n s w i t h 
ac t ive e n e r g y , s e c o n d e d b y C h r i s t o p h e , Dessa l i ne s , 
a n d L a m a r t i n i è r e — e v e r y w h e r e his b l o w s a r e felt , 
t h o u g h h e is n o t seen . H e d r a w s n e a r C a p F r a n ç o i s 
a n d t h r e a t e n s t h e c i t y , w h e n fresh t r o o p s a r r ive 
from F r a n c e . 

L e C l e r c n o w m a d e o v e r t u r e s t o C h r i s t o p h e ; he 
i n t i m a t e d t o h i m t h a t as t h e m o t h e r c o u n t r y w o u l d , 
n o d o u b t , conf i rm t h e l i b e r t y of t h e b l a c k s , n o t h i n g 
w a s n e e d e d t o close t h e w a r b u t t o seize T o u s s a i n t , 
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w h i c h , t o g e t h e r , t h e y m i g h t d o . C h r i s t o p h e r e j e c t e d 
t h e per f idy . H e r e p l i e d : — " S h o w u s t h e l a w s w h i c h 
g u a r a n t e e o u r l i b e r t y . H o w c o u l d w e be l i eve t h e 
C o n s u l ' s w o r d s , a m i d s u c h d e m o n s t r a t i o n s of w Tar ? 
E x c u s e t h e fears a n d a l a r m s of a p e o p l e w h i c h h a s 
suffered so m u c h in S l a v e r y — g i v e i t g r o u n d s of confi­
d e n c e if y o u w i s h t o e n d t h e ca l ami t i e s of S t . D o m i n ­
g o . " * A n i n t e r v i e w fo l lowed , and , r e l y i n g on t h e 
p r o t e s t a t i o n s a n d o a t h s of L e C le r c , C h r i s t o p h e w e n t 
over t o t h e F r e n c h — D e s s a l i n e s fo l lowed h i m . T h e 
b a d n e w s s p r e a d fast . T o u s s a i n t s t o o d a lone : h i s 
i n d i g n a t i o n a n d his c o u r a g e w e r e r o u s e d . E v e r y m e a n s 
w e r e n o w p u t in a c t i o n t o m o v e T o u s s a i n t ; h e r e p l i e d : 
— " I a m p o w e r f u l e n o u g h t o b u r n a n d r a v a g e , a n d can 
sel l m y life d e a r l y . " L e C le rc s e n t e n v o y s — h e said :— 
" I s w e a r before t h e face of t h e S u p r e m e B e i n g t o 
r e s p e c t t h e l i b e r t y of t h e p e o p l e of S t . D o m i n g o . " 
T o u s s a i n t l i s t e n e d — h e w i s h e d for p e a c e if h e c o u l d 
h a v e F r e e d o m — h e r e p l i e d : — " I a c c e p t e v e r y t h i n g 
w h i c h is favorable for t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e a r m y ; for 
myse l f I w i s h t o l ive in r e t i r e m e n t . " 

L e C l e r c n o w w i s h e d t o m e e t T o u s s a i n t : he , w i s h ­
i n g t o b e g e t conf idence w i t h conf idence , c o m e s d o w n 
f rom t h e m o u n t a i n s t o C a p , a n d is r ece ived e v e r y ­
w h e r e w i t h a c c l a m a t i o n s a n d t e a r s . F o u r h u n d r e d 
h o r s e m e n c a m e w i t h h i m , a n d w i t h d r a w n sabe r s sa t 
in t h e c o u r t - y a r d w h i l e t h e i n t e r v i e w c o n t i n u e d . L e 
C l e r c r e c e i v e d T o u s s a i n t w i t h h o n o r s — h e h a d found 
h i m q u i t e ' a n o t h e r t h a n a " Ch ie f of B a n d i t t i , " as h e 
h a d o n c e w r i t t e n t o N a p o l e o n . H e n o w t r e a t e d h im 
w i t h m a r k e d d i s t i nc t i on . H e l a u d e d t h e good faith 

* L e t t e r o f Chr i s tophe , B E A R D ' S Life, p . 2 0 5 . R A I N S F O R D , p . 3 1 2 . 
4 
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a n d m a g n a n i m i t y of N a p o l e o n ; s p o k e of t h e h a p p i ­
ness n o w a b o u t t o d a w n on t h e i s land , a n d a s k e d 
h is coopera t ion . T o u s s a i n t s p o k e w i t h r e g r e t of t h e 
s t r a n g e fact , t h a t h e shou ld h a v e b e e n forced t o t a k e 
u p a r m s a g a i n s t F r a n c e . H e s a i d : — " H a d explanation 
p r e c e d e d y o u r a r r iva l , o r af ter a r r iva l h a d y o u w a i t e d 
t o exp l a in t o m e y o u r . pacific miss ion , y o u w o u l d 
h a v e s e r v e d e q u a l l y w e l l F r a n c e a n d S t . D o m i n g o . " 
L e C le rc r e p l i e d : — " L e t u s fo rge t t h e p a s t — a l l shal l b e 
r e p a i r e d . " H e a s k e d . — " W h e r e w o u l d y o u h a v e g o t 
a r m s t o c a r r y on t h e w a r ?" T o u s s a i n t r e p l i e d : — " I 
w o u l d h a v e t a k e n y o u r s . " H e c o u l d n o t h a v e said 
b e t t e r if h e h a d b e e n a w h i t e m a n or a R o m a n . 

L e C le r c r e n e w e d h is oa th s s o l e m n l y a n d in t h e 
p r e s e n c e of a l a r g e b o d y of p e o p l e , b l a c k s a n d w h i t e s . 
T o u s s a i n t c o u l d t h e n do n o m o r e : h e r e t i r ed t o his 
e s t a t e a t E n n e r y , d e t e r m i n e d t o a w a i t t h e e v e n t . 
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T W E L V E y e a r s h a v e p a s s e d s ince a t t h e door of 
h i s s lave h o m e T o u s s a i n t s tood w i t h h i s wife a n d 
h is sma l l ch i ld ren , and , as t h e fires r e d d e n e d t h e s k y , 
w i t h p r o p h e t i c fear said, " t h e s laves h a v e r i s e n ! " 
T h r e e score y e a r s a r e u p o n t h e h e a d of t h e " o ld 
n e g r o , " a n d o n c e m o r e h e is t o en joy t h e r e p o s e of 
h o m e a n d t h e sa t i s fac t ion of h i s f ami ly . H e h a s seen 
g r e a t t h i n g s in t h o s e t w e l v e y e a r s — h e is t o see m o r e . 
T o his p r e s e n t affairs h e g ives h imse l f w i t h i n t e r ­
es t ; h i s coffee a n d o r a n g e g roves flourish u n d e r h i s 
e y e , b r i a r s a n d c a c t u s t h i c k e t s van i sh , t h e r i ch j u i c e s 
of n a t u r e a re t u r n e d t o de l igh t s . I n his d i s t r i c t h e is 
t h e o n e u p o n w h o m al l eyes r e s t , t o w h o m al l c o m e 
for c o u n s e l a n d a s s i s t a n c e — e v e r y w h e r e h e is e q u a l t o 
t h e d e m a n d , a n d h e i s v i s i t ed b y s t r a n g e r s a n d b y 
n a t i v e s — f o r h e is the m a n of S t . D o m i n g o . D o e s h e 
fear n o t h i n g ? I f h e is t o o w i s e n o t t o fear evil w o u l d 
p r o c e e d f rom p r i d e , h e is also t o o w i s e t o u r g e p r i d e 
i n t o evil b y d i s t r u s t a n d r e p r o a c h e s . T h a t h e h a s 
sma l l fai th i n t h e w i s d o m of t h e p l a n t e r s , w h o h a d so 
s igna l ly s h o w n t h a t t h e y h a d n o n e , or in t h e u l t i m a t e 
h o n o r of t h e F r e n c h , i t is easy t o be l i eve . H e k n e w 
t h a t n e i t h e r t h e F r e n c h n o r t h e p l a n t e r s w o u l d r u l e 
t h e i s land for t h e good of t h e b l a c k s , and t he re fo re 
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t h a t t h e i r r u l e m u s t be sho r t . B u t h e h a d t h e o a t h s 
of L e C le rc , a n d h e is t h e m a n t o w a i t t h e proof. 

B u t did L e C l e r c fear n o t h i n g ? H e feared e v e r y ­
t h i n g . T h e F r e n c h s o o n g o t i n t o s t r a i t s — t h e i r 
p rovis ions failed t h e m — t h e i r w h i t e officers w o u l d n o t 
b e r a n k e d b y t h e b l a c k officers w h o r e t a i n e d t h e i r 
c o m m i s s i o n s — t h e b l a c k t r o o p s m u s t b e fed, or t h e y 
m u s t b e d i sbanded t o p r o w l t h e c o u n t r y a n d i n d u l g e 
i n p l u n d e r , p e r h a p s i n w o r s e . L e C le r c d e t e r m i n e d t o 
d i sa rm t h e m , b u t t h e y w e r e w a r y a n d susp ic ious , for 
t h e y y e t feared s lavery m o r e t h a n d e a t h . L e C le rc w a s 
p e r p l e x e d . T h e h e a t inc reased , a n d t h e s c o u r g e of 
t h e fore igner c a m e a m o n g t h e m ; i t c a m e s i l en t l y b u t 
su re ly , t h i s c o n s u m i n g fever of t h e T r o p i c s — n o n e 
c o u l d see i t , feel i t , t o u c h i t , sme l l i t — i t w a s i m ­
p a l p a b l e b u t i t w a s dead ly . T h e w e a k w e n t d o w n 
before t h e y e l l o w p e s t i l e n c e , a n d t h e s t r o n g w e r e as 
g r a s s h o p p e r s . T h e n t h e F r e n c h c u r s e d t h e d a y t h a t 
N a p o l e o n s e n t t h e m t o S t . D o m i n g o — b u t t h e y c o u l d 
n o t e s c a p e , t h e y w e r e d o o m e d t o d i e — a n d t o d ie 
i ng lo r ious ly . T h e y r o t t e d l i ke s h e e p ; five h u n d r e d a 
d a y w e r e c a r t e d a w a y , t h r o w n i n t o ho le s or i n t o t h e 
sea, t h e l iv ing a m o n g t h e m . D e s p a i r a n d d i s m a y 
p r o d u c e d r io t a n d r e v e l r y — d r u n k e n n e s s a n d songs 
w e r e t h e c o m p a n i o n s of d e a t h . T h r o u g h al l t h e 
d e a t h , P a u l i n e , " t h e V e n u s V i c t r i x , " k e p t h e r c o u r t 
a n d h e r b e a u t y . O n e af ter a n o t h e r of h e r c o u r t i e r s 
or love r s w a s s t r u c k d o w n ; o t h e r s c a m e a n d she w a s 
n o t d i s m a y e d . M e a n w h i l e t h e b l a c k s w e r e a t h o m e « 
in S t . D o m i n g o , and w e r e p r o o f aga ins t t h e p e s t i l e n c e . 
T o u s s a i n t h a d foreseen t h a t th i s m u s t c o m e , a n d 
o n l y h o p e d t o m a i n t a i n t h e l i b e r t y of t h e i s land t i l l 
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t h e fever shou ld d e s t r o y t h e a rmies or d r ive t h e m 
a w a y . N o w is h i s h o u r for v e n g e a n c e ; b u t h e does 
n o t raise h i s s t a n d a r d — h e y e t w a i t s . 

T h e t r u e s p o r t s m a n gives his b i rd t h e w i n g . T h e 
t r u e k n i g h t s t r i k e s n o t h i s u n a r m e d e n e m y . T h e t r u e 
m a n r e s t s u p o n h o n o r . T h e assassin s t r i k e s i n t h e 
d a r k — t h e d a s t a r d deals in t r e a c h e r y — t h e base m a n 
k n o w s n o t h o n o r . T h e o n e w a s t h e b l a c k T o u s s a i n t 
— t h e o t h e r t h e w h i t e N a p o l e o n ! 

L e C le r c be l i eved t h e b l a c k s m u s t t a k e a d v a n t a g e of 
his w e a k n e s s ; w h y s h o u l d t h e y n o t ? I f t h e y rose , 
w o u l d n o t T o u s s a i n t b e c o m p e l l e d t o l e ad t h e m ? 
M i g h t h e n o t , e v e n t h e n , b e p l o t t i n g t o do so ? H e 
s u s p e c t e d t h i s , a n d h e w a i t e d n o t for proof. H e filled 
t h e d i s t r i c t of E n n e r y w i t h t r o o p s , w h i c h o n l y exc i t ed 
t h e b l a c k s . T o u s s a i n t s e n t a r e m o n s t r a n c e for t h e m . 
" T h i s w a s e x a c t l y w h a t w a s w a n t e d , " said one w h o 
k n e w L e C le r c ' s p l a n s . G e n e r a l B r u n e t ( 7 t h J u n e ) 
w r o t e t o T o u s s a i n t , i n v i t i n g h i m t o h i s h o u s e , t o 
a r r a n g e t h e m a t t e r , s a y i n g :-—" Y o u w i l l n o t find 
t h e r e a l l t h e p l e a s u r e s I c o u l d w i s h , t o w e l c o m e y o u , 
b u t y o u w i l l find n o t h i n g b u t t h e f r ankness of a n 
h o n o r a b l e m a n w h o des i res o n l y y o u r h a p p i n e s s a n d 
t h a t of t h e C o l o n y . " * T o u s s a i n t a t once a g r e e d t o 
m e e t h i m a t t h e h o u s e G e o r g e s (10 th J u n e ) , o n t h e 
r o a d b e t w e e n C a p a n d G o n a ï v e s . 

W i t h a few a t t e n d a n t s T o u s s a i n t goes . T h e d a y is 
fine—Brunet a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n s c h a r m i n g . T h e y 
confer as to t h e t r o o p s , t h e y go over t h e m a p s ; 
T o u s s a i n t is h imse l f aga in ; h e k n o w s t h e c o u n t r y 
t h o r o u g h l y a n d t h e w a n t s of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s — i s r e a d y 

* B r u n e t w a s w h a t i s c a l l e d a g e n t l e m a n , and h a d b e e n b a p t i z e d . 
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a n d p r o u d t o do w h a t is in his p o w e r t o su i t t h e i r 
w a n t s , a n d t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of t h e G e n e r a l . T h e 
shades of e v e n i n g d r a w o n — B r u n e t l eaves t h e 
r o o m . Co lone l F e r r a r i e n t e r s i t w i t h t w e n t y m e n , 
w i t h s w o r d s d r a w n . H e says : " T h e C a p t a i n G e n e r a l 
h a s g i v e n m e o rders t o a r r e s t y o u ; y o u r g u a r d s a re 
o v e r p o w e r e d ; if y o u res is t , y o u are a dead m a n : g ive 
m e y o u r s w o r d ! " * 

T h e deed w a s d o n e ! 

' T w a s a w i c k e d one in t h e anna l s of dynas t i e s a n d 
d e s p o t i s m s . N o e a r t h q u a k e y a w n e d , n o t h u n d e r b o l t 
c a m e d o w n — y e t t h e deed w a s n o t f o r g o t t e n n o r u n -
e x p i a t e d . T o u s s a i n t w a s h u r r i e d a b o a r d t h e f r iga te 
H e r o , s h u t u p from his family, w h o w e r e also p r i sone r s , 
a n d s e n t f rom t h e h o m e a n d t h e i s land h e k n e w a n d 
loved so w e l l . 

H e s t ands in h i s m a n a c l e s on t h e deck of t h e sh ip , 
a n d as she s l o w l y p a r t s f rom t h e i s land, h e says : " T h e y 
h a v e in m e s t r u c k d o w n b u t t h e t r u n k of t h e t r e e ; 
t h e r o o t s a r e m a n y a n d d e e p , t h e y w i l l s h o o t u p 
aga in ! " t 

T h e s e w e r e h i s l a s t w o r d s ! B u t h e m i g h t in h i s 
d e s t r u c t i o n h a v e t h u s r e c o r d e d his a ccusa t i on , before 
t h e t h r o n e of G o d , a n d in t h e face of m e n : — 

1. I c h a r g e — T h a t y o u w h i t e m a n , w i t h n o o rde r s 
f rom G o d , s to l e t h e b l a c k m a n f rom Afr ica a n d 
s u b j e c t e d h i m t o l abo r , t o t y r a n n y , a n d t o t h e l a s h — 
for your ends , n o t for his benef i t . 

* L A C R O I X , V . i i . , p . 2 0 3 . 

t T h e F r e n c h h a v e c h a r g e d t h a t , a t t h a t t i m e , T o u s s a i n t w a s d e e p i n 
p l o t s for t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . I f h e h a d b e e n , h e w o u l d n o t t h u s h a v e 
b e e n t r a p p e d . T h i s fac t a n s w e r s t h e m . 
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2 . I c h a r g e — T h a t for cen tu r i e s y o u m a d e a b e a s t of 
h i m , a n d w h e n h e t u r n e d in d e s p e r a t i o n a n d r e n t y o u , 
y o u w o n d e r e d t h a t h e w a s a b e a s t . 

3 . I c h a r g e — T h a t y o u h a v e eve r den ied h i m a l l 
c h a n c e for i m p r o v e m e n t , a l l c h a n c e t o b e a M A N . 

4 . I c h a r g e — T h a t w h e n I , T o u s s a i n t L o u v e r t u r e , 
" w i t h a commis s ion f rom H e a v e n , " t r i u m p h a n t l y 
v i n d i c a t e d his m a n h o o d a n d m i n e , y o u r u t h l e s s l y 
t r a m p l e d h i m a n d m e d o w n aga in i n t o d e g r a d a t i o n 
a n d r u i n . 

5 . I c h a r g e — T h a t t h e mise ry , t h e b lood a n d t h e 
" h o r r o r " of S t . D o m i n g o l ie a t y o u r door , w h i t e m a n , 
for y o u s inned k n o w i n g l y a n d wi l l fu l ly . 

6. I c h a r g e — T h a t y o u , w h i t e m a n — n o t G o d !— 
are t h e f a the r a n d defender of S l ave ry , t h a t y o u dis­
g r a c e d y o u r B ib l e , c o r r u p t e d y o u r S t a t e , a n d d e p r a v e d 
y o u r soul t o s u s t a i n a n d c o n t i n u e t h i s g r e a t w r o n g 
t o w a r d s m e , a n d t o en t a i l u n k n o w n m i s e r y u p o n y o u r 
ch i ld ren a n d t h e w o r l d . 
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XIX. 

A F E W w o r d s m o r e , a n d t h e life is t o l d . T h e deed 
of t r e a c h e r y v i b r a t e d t h r o u g h t h e i s land. Char l e s 
Be l l a i r a n d Sanssouc i a t o n c e seized t h e i r a r m s a n d 
h e a d e d t h e r i s ings , b u t t h e s e w e r e n o t u n i v e r s a l . T h e 
n e g r o e s w e r e a s t o u n d e d ; t h e y w a n t e d l eade r s : — C h r i s ­
t o p h e a n d Dessa l ines w e r e y e t l oya l t o t h e F r e n c h , 
b u t t h e i n s u r r e c t i o n s p r e a d s u r e l y a n d ce r t a in ly , and 
o t h e r l eade r s a p p e a r e d ; t r e a c h e r y p r o d u c e d fear—fear 
c r u e l t y — c r u e l t y r e v e n g e — r e v e n g e h o r r o r ! — T h e ra- . 
vages of t h e fever w e r e n o w exce l led b y t h e r avages 
of t h e w a r — C h a r l e s Be l l a i r a n d h i s he ro ic wife w e r e 
b e t r a y e d a n d s h o t b y b l a c k t r o o p s , forced t o t h e deed . 
M a u r e p a s , one of t h e first t o j o i n t h e F r e n c h , w a s 
s u s p e c t e d , seized : — e p a u l e t t e s w e r e s p i k e d t o h i s 
s h o u l d e r s ; h e w a s m o c k e d , h is wife a n d ch i ld ren w e r e 
t o r t u r e d a n d t h r o w n t o t h e s h a r k s before his e y e s — 
d e a t h w a s t h e e n d of a l l . 

S l a v e r y h a d b e e n r eë s t ab l i shed in G u a d a l o u p e . A 
s h i p l o a d of re f rac tor ies w a s b r o u g h t t o S t . D o m i n g o 
a n d sold ; and L e Cle rc h a d p u b l i s h e d an order , d i r ec t ­
ing t h e p r o p r i e t o r s t o r e s u m e t h e i r a u t h o r i t y ove r t h e i r 
s laves .* T h e s e t h i n g s p r o d u c e d t h e i r p r o p e r r e s u l t s : 
P e t i o n left t h e F r e n c h , C l e r v a u x fo l lowed, t h e n Chr i s ­
t o p h e , t h e n Dessa l ines . 

* R A I N S F O R D , p. 303, 
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I n t h e n i g h t of N o v . 1, 1802, died G e n e r a l L e C l e r c , 
i n fever a n d a g o n y ; r e g r e t s c o u l d n o t de l iver h i s 
sou l . R o c h a m b e a u succeeded t o t h e c o m m a n d of a 
d e b a u c h e d a n d demora l i zed a r m y , a n d a n e x a s p e r a t e d 
co lony . H e be l i eved o n l y i n fear a n d t e r r o r * — a n d h e 
t r i e d t h e m , w i t h d u e c o n s e q u e n c e s : W h a t w e r e t h e y ? 
— D e s p e r a t i o n . Befo re t h e e n d of t h e y e a r 1803t h e 
w a s forced t o e a t t h e b l o o d - h o u n d s w h i c h h a d b e e n 
b r o u g h t f rom C u b a t o h u n t t h e b l a c k s , a n d h e a n d h i s 
f r a g m e n t s of t r o o p s w e r e d r i v e n i n t o t h e sea t o b e c o m e 
t h e p r e y - o f E n g l i s h c ru i se rs . 

O n t h e 22d of Nov . , 1803, C h r i s t o p h e , D e s s a l i n e s a n d 
C l e r v a u x p r o c l a i m e d t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e of S t . D o m i n g o , 
a n d r e s t o r e d i t s n a m e of H a y t i . 

F r e n c h d o m i n i o n a n d n e g r o s l ave ry w e r e ended in 
t h e beau t i fu l i s l and , t h o u g h t h e fear of t h e m d i s t r a c t e d 
i t t i l l 1820. G e n e r a l B u o n a p a r t e c o u l d n o t r eë s t ab l i sh 
i t , a n d G e n e r a l P i e r c e , f o rmer ly of N e w H a m p s h i r e , 
n o w of W a s h i n g t o n a n d he rea f t e r of A l a b a m a , w i l l 
p r o b a b l y fail. 

* S i x t e e n o f T o u s s a i n t ' s g e n e r a l s w e r e c h a i n e d b y t h e n e c k t o t h e 
r o c k s o f a d e s e r t i s l a n d , a n d l e f t t h e r e t o d i e . M e n w e r e c h a i n e d t o t h e 
s t o n e s o f t h e c o u r t - y a r d — b l o o d - h o u n d s t o r e t h e i r l i m b s a s u n d e r , a n d 
d e v o u r e d the i r q u i v e r i n g flesh. T h e c r o w d l o o k e d o n f r o m t h e g a l l e r i e s 
w i t h a d m i r i n g h o r r o r . — B E A R D , p p . 2 5 7 , 2 5 8 . Qu. Rev., N o . 4 2 . 

+9 R A I N S F O R D , p p . 3 3 9 , 4 2 8 . 
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X X . 

ON t h e 1 3 t h of A u g u s t , a c lose ca r r i age ro l l s r a p i d l y 
a w a y from B r e s t — r a p i d l y t h r o u g h F r a n c e , g u a r d e d 
o n l y b y a few d r a g o o n s . F e w k n e w w h o m i t c o n ­
t a ined , f ew r e m a r k e d u p o n i t ; for s u c h t h i n g s w e r e c o m ­
m o n e n o u g h i n N a p o l e o n ' s day , as t h e y w e r e before a n d 
h a v e b e e n s ince . T h e Cas t l e of J o u x , in t h e h i g h r o c k s 
w h i c h b o r d e r S w i t z e r l a n d , r ece ives t h e p r i s o n e r . A l o n e 
w i t h h i s s e r v a n t , h e p a s s e s t h e w e a r y days i n i n a c t i o n , 
— w i t h c r u s h e d h o p e s , w i t h l a c e r a t e d affections. H e 
sees h i s wife , h i s c h i l d r e n , n o m o r e — n o m o r e t h e 
s u n n y h i g h t s of S t . D o m i n g o — n o m o r e t h e l u x u r i a n t 
v a l l e y s of E n n e r y . H e k n o w s h e is d o o m e d ; y e t h is 
sou l is t o o s t r o n g for despa i r . H i s l e t t e r s t o N a p o l e o n 
a re m a n l y a n d s i m p l e ; t h e y m e e t w i t h n o r e p l y b u t a 
v is i t f rom Caffarelli, t o d i scover w h e r e h e h a d b u r i e d 
h i s go ld !* T e n l o n g m o n t h s d r a g t h e m s e l v e s a w a y — 
t h e cold w i n d s of t h e m o u n t a i n s p i e r c e t h e sens i t ive 
b o d y of t h e p r i s o n e r — t h e t r i c k l i n g w a t e r on t h e w a l l s 
of h i s d u n g e o n i s t u r n e d t o i c e + — t h e s ing le s e r v a n t is 
t a k e n a w a y . + F o r t h r e e d a y s t h e g o v e r n o r of t h e 
cas t l e is a b s e n t , a n d n o n e see t h e p r i s o n e r . W h e n h e 
r e t u r n s , cold , h u n g e r , a n d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t h a v e d o n e 
t h e i r w o r k . T h e k i n d a n g e l , D e a t h , h a s ca r r i ed t h e 
sou l t h r o u g h t h e p r i s o n b a r s . 

* L A C R O I X , v. ii., p. 208. t I B I D . , V . ii., p. 204. f R A I N S F O R D , p. 324. 
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T h e H e r o of t h e B l a c k s is n o m o r e . T o u s s a i n t is 
d e a d !* 

T h e first of t h e w h i t e s s t a n d s a lone ! A few s h o r t 
y e a r s , a n d W a t e r l o o c a m e , a n d t h e n t h e u n s c r u p u l o u s 
v i c to r of a h u n d r e d f ights f r e t t ed o u t h i s d iseased life, 
a n d c u r s e d h i s a n g r y gods , on t h e l o n e l y r o c k of S t . 
H e l e n a . 

T h e first of t h e b l a c k s d ied a t J o u x ; t h e first of 
t h e w h i t e s a t S t . H e l e n a . J u d g e b e t w e e n t h e m . 

T h e fo l lowing is W o r d s w o r t h ' s s o n n e t , w r i t t e n 
d u r i n g t h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e of L o u v e r t u r e . 

" T o u s s a i n t , tho m o s t u n h a p p y m a n o f m e n ! 
W h e t h e r the w h i s t l i n g rus t i c t e n d h i s p l o u g h 
W i t h i n t h y h e a r i n g , or t h y h e a d be n o w 
P i l l o w ' d i n s o m e d e e p d u n g e o n ' s e a r l e s s d e n : 
O h , m i s e r a b l e C h i e f t a i u ! w h e r e a n d w h e n 
W i l t t h o u find p a t i e n c e ? T e t , d i e n o t ; d o t h o u 
W e a r ra ther , i n t h y b o n d s , a c h e e r f u l b r o w . 
T h o u g h f a l l e n thyse l f , n e v e r t o r i se a g a i n , . 
L i v e a n d t a k e c o m f o r t . T h o u h a s t l e f t b e h i n d 
P o w e r s tha t w i l l w o r k for t h e e : air, earth a n d shies. 
T h e r e ' s n o t a b r e a t h i n g o f t h e c o m m o n w i n d 
T h a t w i l l f o r g e t t h e e ; t h o u has t g r e a t a l l i e s ; 
T h y fr iends are e x u l t a t i o n s , a g o n i e s , 
A n d l o v e , a n d m a n ' s u n c o n q u e r a b l e m i n d . " 

* Biogr. Universelle. R A I N S F O R D s a y s t h a t he d i ed at B e s a n ç o n . 
p, 3 2 3 . 
















